Making a Blind Contour
Drawing

By Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli

This is a classic drawing exercise, and with good reason. It's
an ldeal exercise to use with all ages, all abilities. When
you're starting out drawing, this is a helpful exercise to
help you focus upon careful looking, without the worry of what
your drawing looks like. It is also incredibly useful in
helping you to match the speed of drawing with speed of
looking - when these two actions are mismatched the result can
be frustrating. More experienced artists can also revisit this
exercise to remind them of these skills.

In this resource we describe the process and suggest some
suitable subject matter and drawing materials.

A typical "blind contour drawing"
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An Organisation...

Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

Drawing with Tape on Walls
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with Rebecca Hoyes

Drawing with a difference! Using tape to make a drawing on a
wall — a great social project. Full AccessArt Members Only

Making Paper Bowls with Lisa
Smith

Making paper bowls from coiled newspaper — easy and very
effective — ideal for children and families. Full AccessArt
Members Only

Acrylic Painting: ‘Food,
Glorious Food’

Inspired by food — simple still lifes in acrylic.

Tool Tips: How to Use a Drill
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Tool Tips: How to Use a
Hammer and Nail

Tool Tips: Using a glue gun

Tool Tips: Measuring before
Cutting

Tool Tips: Using sandpaper

Tool Tips: How to Use a Saw

Choosing and using the right saw for the right job
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Tool Tips: How to Use a Clamp

How to use a variety of types of clamps to hold your work
still

Tool Tips: How to use Pliers
to Cut and Bend

Informative video explaining how to use pliers for bending and
cutting.

Sketchbook Activities,
Behaviours & Skills

Overview of the kinds of activities which might be encouraged
in sketchbooks.

Making a Shy Drawing -
Drawing Exercises for
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Beginners

Find out what a “shy drawing” is and how it can help you
focus. These exercises and suggestions provide a focus which
enables pupils and teachers to explore different aspects of
making a drawing, including sound, action and intention. Full
AccessArt Members Only

Drawing Speed

Sketchbook Exercise Ideas:
Starting with Magazine
Imagery

You Might Also Like..

Pathway: Print & Activism
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This 1s featured in the ‘Print &
Activism’ pathway

Talking Points: What is a Zine?
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Jonathan Ford - Sculptor’s
Sketchbooks

Jonathan Ford shares his sketchbook pages. See from initial
sketchbook pages to finished sculpture.

Felix Liebig — Sketchbook of
an Architect

Debbie Greenaway — Examples
of artists sketchbooks

Artist Debbie Greenaway shares some of her sketchbook pages
and inspires us with the processes which help her find
inspiration all around.

Rob Gill - Illustrators
Sketchbooks
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