
Sketch Your World: Materials

By Phil Dean

‘Sketch Your World’ is a collaboration between artist Phil
Dean and AccessArt, aimed at helping students 16 and above be
inspired by their local landscape.

In this post Phil Dean shows us the materials he puts in his
pencil case when he draws in the urban environment and shares
with you how you can make the most of them whilst you’re out
and about.

Ballpoint Pen

Ballpoint is a surprisingly forgiving pen for sketching, with
almost pencil-like qualities such as the ability to adjust
line strength and stroke. On the whole, with ballpoints, the
finer  the  nib,  the  better.  It’s  always  worth  keeping  a
ballpoint in your bag for fast sketches of people.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-materials/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/phil-dean/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-pens/


Pencil

Pencil is a wonderful medium to capture the cityscapes with.
Most of us are familiar with drawing with pencil so it’s a
reliable media to work with. It is also extremely flexible and
very forgiving for beginner sketchers. I always have some
pencils in my bag in case the subject matter lends itself more
to  that  medium.  To  save  time  when  out  and  about,  I  use
mechanical pencils that don’t need sharpening but you can use
standard pencils, just make sure you have a sharpener to hand.

Softer pencils (HB–9B) deliver heavy shadows and more line
weight,  while  harder  pencils  (H–9H)  are  great  for  adding
detail.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-graphite/


Coloured pencils are amazing to sketch with on their own and
white pencils are great for adding highlights to sketches on
dark paper.

Charcoal

Charcoal can be great to sketch with, giving fast, bold and
immediate lines, and you can easily correct any mistakes with
a kneadable eraser and some white chalk. The urban landscape
is quite challenging for this medium and I would only really
recommend using it when there is a lot of organic content in
your scene; trees, rivers and people, for example. Geometric
shapes are quite difficult to capture accurately in charcoal,
but it can be really effective when drawing a more expressive

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-colour-pencils/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-charcoal/


or abstract sketch. If you do use charcoal, don’t forget your
fixative spray.

Fountain Pen

The old-fashioned fountain pen has seen a renaissance with
sketchers in recent times and the lovely lines it delivers
make it a favourite for many urban sketchers. The advantage of
sketching  with  a  fountain  pen  is  the  range  of  lines  and
thicknesses  that  you  can  achieve  by  adjusting  how  much
pressure you put on the nib.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-pens/


Waterproof ink can also be used with a fountain pen, so adding
watercolour will not cause the ink to run.



Brush Pen

The brush pen can be a hard pen to master but it delivers bold
and fluid results. It is particularly suited for scenes with
people – capturing movement and vibrancy in economic strokes.
These pens come in a wide range of colours and are definitely
worth experimenting with.



Marker Pen

Marker pen is my favourite method of adding colour to my
sketches. Marker pens are an easy way to add tone and colour
to your sketches. They are also good for laying flat and
graduated  tones,  while  brush  markers  are  good  for  softer
‘watercolour’ effects. It’s worth experimenting with a small
set of greys or basic colours to add a splash of colour or
tonal depth to your line sketches.

The downside to these pens is that they are not particularly
cheap and they have the annoying habit of drying out (although
refills can be bought for some brands).



Watercolour

Watercolour can seem a little daunting at first but don’t be
put off. It can be an extremely useful medium for adding some
colour to your sketches once you get them home. While only the
most enthusiastic (and experienced) urban sketchers tend to
use watercolour on location, it can deliver great results in
situ, since the artist can see the colours and represent them
faithfully. Though it can take some time to master watercolour
techniques, it’s definitely worth the effort. I recommend you
buy a cheap beginners’ set (available in all art supplies
shops) and have some fun experimenting – it’s hard to go to
wrong as long as you remember that less is more. Make sure you
use watercolour paper.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction_to_watercolour/


Fineliner

A pen is my preferred medium for urban sketching. It can take
time to build up the confidence to draw in ink, but there is a
freedom and immediacy to it that is quite exhilarating and
addictive.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-pens/


Fineliner’s come in various line weights, from super-thin to
chunky.  The  fineliner  is  the  ultimate  line-drawing  pen,
delivering fluid and precise lines. I suggest starting with a
0.3mm nib as it’s a good all-rounder for line drawing. It is
worth noting that some fineliners are not waterproof, so the
ink will run if you add watercolour or colour with marker pens
afterwards.  Also,  if  you  are  sketching  in  wet  weather,  I
advise using a waterproof pen to avoid splodges.

Challenge:

Collect  some  photographic  references  of  your  local  area,
either from photos that you’ve taken or using google maps
street view. In sketchbooks get familiar with some of the
materials mentioned above in your sketchbooks. Draw the whole



image or pick out elements you find particularly interesting.
Combine materials to see what happens.

Extension Challenge:

Select a medium that is most uncomfortable for you — so, if
you prefer pencil, use pen or if you like to paint in colour,
use black ink. Draw something you are attracted to, but using
a different medium. If it’s a delicate subject, use a fat pen,
use the medium to bring something interesting to the drawing.

‘Sketch Your World’ is a collaboration between artist Phil
Dean and AccessArt, aimed at helping students 16 and above be
inspired by their local landscape.

<< Go Back to Sketch Your World

This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to

https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=113826&preview=true
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=113826&preview=true


reach their creative potential.

Sketch  Your  World:
Sketchbooks & Composition

Sketch Your World: The Basics

Our  Creative  Community:
Finding  Artists  In  Your
Community

Deconstructing  to  Help  You
See

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-basics/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/our-creative-community-finding-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/our-creative-community-finding-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/our-creative-community-finding-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/


You May Also Like
ten minutes, five times a week

the drawing journey

all drawing resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


Recycled Baubles by Scarlett
Rebecca

You May Also Like
making a puzzle purse

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baubles-by-scarlett-rebecca/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baubles-by-scarlett-rebecca/


Turkish map fold

adapting accessart: 2d to 3d

https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/turkish-map-fold/


Introduction to Ink

You May Also Like
Graphic inky still life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-from-2d-to-3d/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/


See Three Shapes

see all ink resources

Recycled Baskets by Scarlett

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shapes-to-create-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baskets/


Rebecca

You May Also Like
paper bowls

explore paper weaving

https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baskets/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-paper-bowls-with-lisa-smith-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-paper-weaving/


recycled baubles

Introduction  to  Colour
Pencils

Session Recording: Expressive
Painting

https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baubles-by-scarlett-rebecca/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-colour-pencils/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-colour-pencils/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-expressive-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-expressive-painting/


Collecting  Colour  in  my
Moodboard Book

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“It’s really nice to see that although Rachel
Parker works quite digitally, her process from the
beginning is very tactile. Rachels books act as a
really great source of inspiration, helping to
break down the creative blocks that we all get
from time to time. Having a sketchbook dedicated
to  colour  means  that  as  well  as  working  with
colours that you already love, you can test new
colour  palettes  and  see  colours  from  a  new
perspective. I especially love how Rachel picks up
on the different tones in colours by looking at
the way light hits it in order build her colour
palette around those supporting tones as well as
big statement colours.” – Tobi, AccessArt

You Might Also Like…
Which Artists: Rachel Parker

https://www.accessart.org.uk/collecting-colour-in-my-moodboard-book/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collecting-colour-in-my-moodboard-book/


Find  out  about  Rachel’s  journey  to
becoming a pattern designer

Make Repeat Patterns

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/


A  resource  by  Rachel  Parker  to  help
students build repeat patterns

Exciting Colour

https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/


A  collection  of  resources  by  Rachel
Parker to help you build your own colour
moodboard

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/


Collecting Colour

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“It’s great to see how a simple exercise such as
colour  collecting,  which  can  be  done  in  a
classroom setting, is also used in a professional
capacity. This gives the activity a clear context
and purpose. It’s nice to see Rachel’s  decisions
being  made  in  real  time,  it  demonstrates  how
artists  are  constantly  reflecting  on  and  self
evaluating their own decisions. Rachel also shows
us that she sometimes gets colour palettes from
photos that she’s taken herself, this is really
exciting because it demonstrates how the artists
experience is central to their work. Students will
be  able  to  bring  their  own  experience  and
personality to this activity by having complete
control over what their colour moodboard becomes.”
– Tobi, AccessArt

See How This Resource Is Used
in Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/collecting-colour/




You Might Also Like…
Which Artists: Rachel Parker



Find  out  about  Rachel’s  journey  to
becoming a pattern designer

Make Repeat Patterns

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/


A  resource  by  Rachel  Parker  to  help
students build repeat patterns

Exciting Colour

https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/


A  collection  of  resources  by  Rachel
Parker to help you build your own colour
moodboard

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/


How  Colour  Collection
Inspires My Work

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“Rachel’s work is so vibrant and full of joy, it’s
really exciting to see how she starts to form
creative ideas around colour. Rachel highlights
the importance of colour trends but also gives
herself the opportunity to create her own trends
which adds a level of playfulness and personality
to her colour exploration. Seeing her colour books
translate into fabric demonstrates a real clarity
in  her  decision  making  process.”  –  Tobi,
AccessArt.

You Might Also Like…
Which Artists: Rachel Parker

https://www.accessart.org.uk/colour-collection-inspires-work/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/colour-collection-inspires-work/


Find  out  about  Rachel’s  journey  to
becoming a pattern designer

Make Repeat Patterns

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/


A  resource  by  Rachel  Parker  to  help
students build repeat patterns

Exciting Colour

https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/


A  collection  of  resources  by  Rachel
Parker to help you build your own colour
moodboard

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/


Escaping  Wars  and  Waves  –
Encounters  with  Syrian
Refugees

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
‘This resource really demonstrates how art can
successfully  bring  awareness  to  important
humanitarian issues, promote inclusivity and can
give a platform to those who otherwise wouldn’t be
heard. The links between text, photos and drawings
are really strong and demonstrate the creative
process used by Olivier from start to finish. I
really  like  the  inclusion  of  suggestions  for
students within the post, which encourage students
to  learn  more  about  their  community  and  to
understand the experience of being displaced. This
is turn will hopefully inspire the next generation
to  be  part  of  an  inclusive  and  empathetic
society.‘ – Tobi, AccessArt

Session  Recording:  Exploring

https://www.accessart.org.uk/escaping-wars-and-waves/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/escaping-wars-and-waves/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/escaping-wars-and-waves/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-exploring-lineweight/


Line Weight

Session  Recording:  Exploring
Charcoal

Session  Recording:  Finding
Marks Made by Artists

AccessArt  Primary  Art
Curriculum:  Disciplines,
Sequencing & Artists

https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-exploring-lineweight/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-exploring-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-exploring-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-made-by-artists-zoom-recording/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-made-by-artists-zoom-recording/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-disciplines-sequencing-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-disciplines-sequencing-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-disciplines-sequencing-artists/


AccessArt  Primary  Art
Curriculum  Medium  Term
Plans

AccessArt  Primary  Art
Curriculum:  Additional
Pathways:  Medium  Term
Plans

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-medium-term-plans/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-medium-term-plans/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-medium-term-plans/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/additional-pathways-mtp/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/additional-pathways-mtp/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/additional-pathways-mtp/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/additional-pathways-mtp/

