
Making a Backwards Sketchbook

A backwards sketchbook starts with drawings on
paper which then get constructed into a book. They
are a great way to both store your drawings, and
to help learners reflect upon and rework existing
drawings.
 

 

Benefits:

A way to collect together old drawings which
might otherwise not have a life.

An opportunity to reflect upon old drawings,
and make new marks in response.

The drawings can be removed if needed.

 

You Will Need:

A selection of old drawings made on paper.
These might be drawings made as a result of
drawing exercises.

Elastic band

Cardboard

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-backwards-sketchbook/


Process:

1. Collect. Collect old drawings of various sizes
together.

2. Make the Cover. Cut a piece of cardboard twice
the size of the finished sketchbook and fold it in
half.

3. Fold the Drawings. Fold the drawings so that
they fit in the sketchbook.

4. Secure. Secure with an elastic band.

5.  Revisit  the  old  drawings  by  using  the
sketchbook - you might choose to reflect upon the
drawings and make notes in the sketchbook, or add
new drawings to your old.
 



This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Water Soluble Felt-Tips With
Complementary Colours

See How This Resource Is Used
in Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-soluble-felt-tips-complementary-colours/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-soluble-felt-tips-complementary-colours/




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Spirals



This  resource  is  in  the  ‘Spirals’
pathway.

the drawing journey

Layered Colour Gestural Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


Messages  From  Creative
Adults:  How  Does  Creativity
Make You Feel?

Messages  From  Creative
Adults: Our Advice To You

https://www.accessart.org.uk/four-colour-gestural-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-happy-or-mad/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-happy-or-mad/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-happy-or-mad/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-advice/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-advice/


Messages  From  Creative
Adults: Art School Experience

Messages  From  Creative
Adults: What Does Creativity
Mean To You?

Animal  Habitats:  An
Ecological  Mural  of  Planet
Earth
Vicki Ostersen visits her local Primary School to create a
beautiful  large  scale  mural  of  animals  in  their  natural
habitats.

DrawAble:  Creating  a  Poetry

https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-art-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-art-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/


Comic with Irina Richards

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Storytelling through drawing

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Storytelling
Through Drawing’ pathway

Talking Points: Laura Carlin

https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/


Talking Points: Shaun Tan

Art Club Cafe
Use a range of making and modelling techniques to create a
cafe, including modroc doughnuts and fabric pizzas!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-laura-carlin/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shaun-tan/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/art-club-cafe/


Mark  Making  &  Sound:  Part
Three

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part One

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/


Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

 

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part One

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/


Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

Mark-Making & Sound: Part One

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/


This is featured in the ‘Music
and Art’ pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/


Drawing to a Slow Rhythm

Inspired by Miro

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-drawing-exercise-drawing-to-the-slow-rhythm-of-a-metronome/


Drawing to Music

https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sharing-drawings-and-moving-colour-to-music/


AccessArt  Drawing
Prompt Cards

Introduction  To  Forest
Of Imagination

You And Me Make Tree

Patterns with Nature

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-prompt-cards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-prompt-cards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-forest-of-imagination/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-forest-of-imagination/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/you-and-me-make-tree/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/patterns-with-nature/


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Explore and Draw

Featured  in  the  ‘Explore  and
Draw’ Pathway

Talking  Points:  Artists  as
Collectors and explorers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/


AccessArt Digital Resources

Making a Scroll Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-artists-as-collectors-explorers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/digital-media/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/scroll-drawing/


Shells:  Observational
and Imaginative Drawing

You May Also Like…
Still Life Compositions

Drawing Spiral Snails

https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/


Drawing Spirals

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spiral-snails-drawing-spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-spirals/


Looking  for  Hope
in  the  Small
Things

One Roll of Paper,
Two Activities

https://www.accessart.org.uk/hope-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/hope-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/hope-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/one-roll-of-paper-two-activities/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/one-roll-of-paper-two-activities/

