
Insect Hotels

By Tobi Meuwissen

In this two-part resource exploring making and
drawing, students will have the opportunity to
create  insect  hotels  using  natural  materials
sourced from their local area. They will go on to
create drawings inspired by their insect hotels,
experimenting with different materials and mark-
making.  This  activity  can  be  adapted  for  age
groups and can be linked to curriculum topics in
science, such as mini beasts and habitats.
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patterns with nature
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Continuous Line Drawings of sticks

Making  a  Mask  from  Sticks  and  Tissue
Paper
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Top  Tips  for  Cardboard
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See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…



You May Also Like
Creating a book world

World in a matchbox
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Insect hotels

Pedagogy in 250 words: Making is hard
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Prop Making for Toys

Transforming Objects
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You May Also Like
Painting with Poster Paint



Collaging with Wax Crayon Rubbings

Prop making for toys

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-poster-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collaging-with-wax-crayon-rubbings/


Repeat Pattern Printing Roller

Painting with Poster Paint
“I really like how this resource provides lots of interesting
and exciting ways for poster paint to be used. It combines
observational drawing and painting with more abstract pattern
providing  a  breadth  of  exploration.  Giving  learners  the
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opportunity to explore the properties of poster paint as well
as seeing how it responds to different materials will help to
nurture imaginations as well as providing support for the
development of basic skillsets.” – Rachel, AccessArt

Drawing with Soft Pencils
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You May Also Like
Shells:  Observational  and  Imaginative
Drawing

All graphite resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/


introduction to graphite

Explore Wax Crayon
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You May Also Like…
Collaging with Wax Crayon Rubbings



Red to Green: Wax Resist and Scraffito

Autumn Floor Textiles
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Explorer’s Books: Collecting Colour

Let’s Start With… Collage
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You May Also Like
imaginary landscapes



Concertina Landscapes

See  This  Resource  Used  In
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You May Also Like
Manipulating Forms in Landscape Painting

Imaginary Landscape
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Finding Circles

You May Also Like…
Why visual literacy is an important skill
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Drawing Spiral Snails

Drawing Spirals

Autumn Floor Textiles
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Prop Making for Toys
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You May Also Like…
Creating a book world



Pedagogy in 250 words: Making is hard

World in a matchbox
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Top tips for cardboard creations

Explorer’s  Books:  Collecting
Colour
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You May Also Like…
T-Shirt Paintings



Autumn Floor Textiles

Marbled Hole Punch sketchbooks
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See  This  Resource  Used  In
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You May Also Like…
Transforming Objects

Autumn Floor Textiles
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Imaginary landscapes

Repeat  Pattern  Printing
Roller
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You May Also Like…
Printing with string



Modroc Plasterboard

Introduction to Chalk Pastels
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Collecting  Colour  in  my
Moodboard Book

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“It’s really nice to see that although Rachel
Parker works quite digitally, her process from the
beginning is very tactile. Rachels books act as a
really great source of inspiration, helping to
break down the creative blocks that we all get
from time to time. Having a sketchbook dedicated
to  colour  means  that  as  well  as  working  with
colours that you already love, you can test new
colour  palettes  and  see  colours  from  a  new
perspective. I especially love how Rachel picks up
on the different tones in colours by looking at
the way light hits it in order build her colour
palette around those supporting tones as well as
big statement colours.” – Tobi, AccessArt

You Might Also Like…
Pathway: Brave Colour
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Exciting Colour

Make Repeat Patterns
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Which Artists: Rachel Parker

Collecting Colour
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What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“It’s great to see how a simple exercise such as
colour  collecting,  which  can  be  done  in  a
classroom setting, is also used in a professional
capacity. This gives the activity a clear context
and purpose. It’s nice to see Rachel’s  decisions
being  made  in  real  time,  it  demonstrates  how
artists  are  constantly  reflecting  on  and  self
evaluating their own decisions. Rachel also shows
us that she sometimes gets colour palettes from
photos that she’s taken herself, this is really
exciting because it demonstrates how the artists
experience is central to their work. Students will
be  able  to  bring  their  own  experience  and
personality to this activity by having complete
control over what their colour moodboard becomes.”
– Tobi, AccessArt

See This Resource Is Used in
Schools…





You Might Also Like…
Pathway: Brave Colour

Exciting Colour
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Make Repeat Patterns

Which Artists: Rachel Parker
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How  Colour  Collection
Inspires My Work

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“Rachel’s work is so vibrant and full of joy, it’s
really exciting to see how she starts to form
creative ideas around colour. Rachel highlights
the importance of colour trends but also gives
herself the opportunity to create her own trends
which adds a level of playfulness and personality
to her colour exploration. Seeing her colour books
translate into fabric demonstrates a real clarity
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in  her  decision  making  process.”  –  Tobi,
AccessArt.

You Might Also Like…
Pathway: Brave Colour

Exciting Colour
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Make Repeat Patterns

Which Artists: Rachel Parker

Escaping  Wars  and  Waves  –
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Encounters  with  Syrian
Refugees

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
‘This resource really demonstrates how art can
successfully  bring  awareness  to  important
humanitarian issues, promote inclusivity and can
give a platform to those who otherwise wouldn’t be
heard. The links between text, photos and drawings
are really strong and demonstrate the creative
process used by Olivier from start to finish. I
really  like  the  inclusion  of  suggestions  for
students within the post, which encourage students
to  learn  more  about  their  community  and  to
understand the experience of being displaced. This
is turn will hopefully inspire the next generation
to  be  part  of  an  inclusive  and  empathetic
society.‘ – Tobi, AccessArt

Analogue Drawing
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What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“This activity highlights how visual communication
can be used to convey emotion. When artwork is
relatable in a human and emotive way it can be
really powerful. Learning how to translate feeling
into mark-making is a really important skill and
can help children break down the essence of a
range of their own emotions, and communicate it
to others. Explore colour and a range of materials
to enrich this experience.” – Tobi, AccessArt.


