Supporting Schools New To
AccessArt — Autumn Term 2025

If you are thinking about joining AccessArt during
2025, you can find lots of information here to
help you understand more about how AccessArt can
help develop excellent art teaching and learning
in your school. Explore below:

- Qur offer to schools — learn more about our
approach and what makes AccessArt so special.

- Read teacher feedback about AccessArt.

-Find ideas about how you can trial our
resources with your pupils and teachers, and
how you might transition from existing
planning.

-Access a recording of a Zoom introductory
session, including Q&A’'s, access to a
Powerpoint to introduce teachers to
AccessArt, & art material freebies!

- Ask for help []


https://www.accessart.org.uk/supporting-schools-new-to-accessart/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/supporting-schools-new-to-accessart/

- How to Join AccessArt.

"VSING ACCESSART HAS
IMMEPIATLY RAISEP THE

STATUS AND PROFILE OF
ART IN OyR SCHoOL "

The AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum

AccessArt CPD

AccessArt CPD Recordings

AccessArt Offer to Primary Schools
EYFS

Organisational Core Values

The AccessArt Offer To Primary Schools


https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-impact-report/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/art-inset-cpd-networking-workshops/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/past-session-recordings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-of-ages-4-to-11/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-of-ages-3-5/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/8-values-accessart/

AccessArt 1s a UK Visual Arts Education Charity
and we are also a Subject Association for Art. We
have over 22,000 members using our resources in
schools and community settings.

What makes us special? We are passionate about
what we do. We have just one charitable aim which
is to further the advancement of visual arts
education, and through our creative vision we are
proud to help support the visual arts education of
hundreds of thousands of individuals. Our approach
is trusted also by many Universities who use our
resources within arts teacher training contexts.

We offer schools access to the AccessArt Primary
Art Curriculum, a rich, diverse, engaging and
highly flexible curriculum. We also offer ongoing
CPD to build teacher understanding and enjoyment,
and you can also use our resources and approach to
expand upon your own planning or scheme.

We are a self-supporting charity and our
independence gives us strength of vision and
autonomy. We also work with experts in the field
who help support the considerable in-house
expertise. We do not create resources for anyone
else — instead we remain true to our vision,
knowledge and experience. Explore our Core
Values.

The AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum - Impact &
Evidence Autumn 2023

Since the launch of the new AccessArt Primary Art
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum-more-info/
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Curriculum 1in 2022, we have seen a large number of
new members sign up to use the resources 1in
schools to help inspire and enable a rich, diverse
and flexible visual arts curriculum for all
pupils.

In the summer of 2023 we invited users to complete
a survey to feedback their experience of using our
Primary Arts Curriculum in their school. See the
report here.

"ENTHUSIASM 1S 0 HIGH

WE ARE CONSIPERING

MOVING TO A SIX TERM
MOPEL RATHER THAN
SPLIT ™

The AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum — Impact &
Evidence Autumn 2023
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"IT HAS
TRANSFORMEP

OVR ART
FPVCATION ™

Ten Minutes, Five Times a Week

Session Recording: Ten Minutes, Five Times a Week
with AccessArt & DRYAD Education

Trialling & Transitioning

If you would like a 15 day complimentary
membership of AccessArt so that you can explore
all our resources, please contact Andrea, our
Membership Manager.

If you would like advice about introducing
AccessArt to your staff, or to ask questions about
how you might transition from your existing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-impact-report/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
mailto:andrea@accessart.org.uk

approach to our approach, please see our
“Preparing To Use the AccessArt Primary Art
Curriculum” session recording.

A great way to test drive our resources with staff
and pupils is to try our Ten Minutes Five Times a
Week exercises.

Preparing To Use AccessArt in Your School and
Introducing Staff to Us

If you’'re thinking about using AccessArt as your
Primary Art Curriculum provider in Autumn 2025 watch
this session recording where we share the ethos and
practice of the AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum.

In this recording we talk through how you might
introduce AccessArt to staff, how you can
transition from your existing scheme or plan, test
driving activities with children and teachers, and
how you can prepare the materials and resources
you will need to deliver our curriculum.

Organise a staff meeting to introduce staff to the
curriculum.

You can find a presentation here, created with an
introductory staff meeting in mind.
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"WTTER J0Y ANP
ENTHUSIASM CAN BE FELT

IN ALL THE ART LESSONS |
HAVE ENJOFEP OBSERVING
THIS JEAR”

Preparing To Use the AccessArt Primary Art
Curriculum

Ask for Help []

We know 1t can be challenging deciding which
scheme to use, or devising your own planning. We
are a small team of experts and we love talking
about pedagogy and practice. If you have something
you would like help with, especially in regard to
our Primary Art Curriculum, then please email us
with your question.

You might also like to send us a quick video made
on your phone, sharing pupil or teacher


https://www.accessart.org.uk/preparing-and-introducing-accessart-curriculum/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/preparing-and-introducing-accessart-curriculum/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/preparing-and-introducing-accessart-curriculum/

experiences and outcomes, and let us know what it
is you are struggling with. Send all enquiries to
paula@accessart.org.uk and we’ll answer as soon as

we can.

") LOVE ACCESSART!T
REALL? ENGAGES OUR

CHILPREN ANP SUPPORTS
SENP LEARNERS ™

Send any questions or enquiries to
paula@accessart.org.uk



mailto:paula@accessart.org.uk
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-impact-report/
mailto:paula@accessart.org.uk

"THE OUT COMES AND
PROGRESSION OF SKILLS HAVE

BEEN AMAZING RECOGNISED
B STAEF_ PARENTS AND
OFSTEP "

Join AccessArt

Join AccessArt

Joining AccessArt offers incredible value for
money and gives you access to the most innovative
yet accessible visual arts teaching resources.
Don’t forget that when you join AccessArt, you are
also joining a Subject Association, so we can help
you every step of the way in your art teaching
practice.

See all membership benefits here.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-primary-art-curriculum-impact-report/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/membership-benefits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/membership-benefits/

Core Value No 4: Through
Small Acts Of Understanding
We Can Enable Big Thinking

AccessArt Value #4

Through small acts of understanding we can enable
big thinking.

How can we create small stepping stones of
experience which enable us to explore complex
ideas and experiences?

Comforting as it is to know that “A journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single step,”*
knowing what that single step might be 1s not
always easy. In reality, growing our understanding
so that we can aim to be expansive, visionary
thinkers, whilst able to act incrementally to make
change, doesn’t just happen; it requires planning,
effort and commitment.

At AccessArt we have always been inspired by big
thinking, and we have never hesitated to have our
heads i1n a cloud space where ideas swirl around.
We have always been interested in the why as well
as the how; at our heart we are a philosophical
organisation.

But our feet are firmly planted on the ground, and
understanding how we create and present a series


https://www.accessart.org.uk/core-value-no-4-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/core-value-no-4-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/core-value-no-4-understanding/

of smaller experiences which help us move towards
an often unknown, but always intriguing, bigger
understanding, is one of our strengths.

Keeping clear sight of the bigger picture, whilst
being able to distil down key ideas or skills, is
vital in enabling individuals or communities to
feel like they can trust the logic of the next
step, or the next stage, whilst being inspired
onwards by the bigger prize. Trusting too that
understanding builds even when the process isn’t
linear, and that getting lost along the way might
make for a richer journey and deeper
understanding.

This way of thinking applies to all creative
thought and action - from the teachers and
children in Primary School, to decision making in
larger organisations. We are proud that as an
organisation we can help enable this way of
thinking and acting.

*Lao Tzu

See our other Core Values here.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/8-values-accessart/

We love the story that this illustration by Rachel
Ng tells. Building from a simple seed, the days
and nights pass providing the nourishment that the
seed needed to grow. The 1little faces and
characters put such a smile on our faces and the
colours are so joyful, it’'’s hard not to feel
excited by what the small acts of understanding
can bring us when you see this illustration.



We feel that this illustration really resonates
with the AccessArt core value, highlighting that
great ideas and growth can take time, and the
importance of trusting in the bigger picture and
the incremental steps to get there, remaining
patient and open to the journey, no matter how
long it takes.

Rachel Ng is a young illustrator from Hong Kong,
currently studying illustration at Arts University
Bournemouth. Her vibrant digital illustrations
with bold characters are deeply inspired by
fauvism and minimalism. Creating expressive and
heart-warming illustrations, with different
textures and shapes is one of her main
explorations.

Team & Trustees Celebrate 25
Years

AccessArt 1s a truly digital organisation - we
have no offices and all team members work
remotely. It’s been SO long since we met up in
person, and it was fantastic to meet up with the
Trustees and the team members who could make it
for two days in York.

We reach our 25th year with nearly 23,000 members


https://www.accessart.org.uk/rachel-ng/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/team-trustees-25-years/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/team-trustees-25-years/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teamaccessart/

and over 38,000 subscribers, and the conversation
was far reaching, insightful, celebratory and
ambitious. We're excited for the years ahead. If
you are already part of our journey thank you, and
if not please find out more about how we are

celebrating 25 years and join us!

Paula Briggs, Co-founder, CEO & Creative Director
AccessArt 2024

Contribute to a
movement to
make education
more holistic

Connect artists
back to learning /
bring in more
expertise and
provide more opps
for artists

Extending &
developing current
offer to connect
settings and
progress learning

Show relevance
of art (and artists)
to all our lives

Re-purpose &
redefine art ed

Sharing what we
are learning /
achieving atm

Geographies Media (ie film)
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Vital to Preserve:

Our Heart
Structures AccessArt as
Protocols mechanism for saying
what we believe
Systems

Free to follow instinct

Free to follow energy
created by belief and
passion

CCess
rté&

The AccessArt Audience fills 2 x 02 Stadiums!




Exercise

Paula:
| like, | wish, What if...*

Aim: To help us all feel empowered to inform creation of shared
legacy

cCessS
rt% *Taken from Creative Acts for Curious People, D school at Stanford
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The Disciplines, Skills,
Behaviours & Traits Developed
Through the AccessArt Primary
Art Curriculum

The_AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum takes a
holistic approach to art education.

Please watch the Thinking about Curriculum Content
and Progression in Primary Art recording to
understand more about how the disciplines, skills,
behaviours and traits in the documents below are
developed through our curriculum.

Explore Resources..

Overview of disciplines, skills &
behaviours developed from eyfs to ks2


https://www.accessart.org.uk/disciplines-skills-behaviours-traits-accessart-primary-art-curriculum/
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Please explore the different tabs on the
excel to view EYFS, KS1-2 and Additional

Pathways.

Assessment & Progression

Explore how we might rethink assessment
and explore sensitive approaches as a
beneficial tool.
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Thinking About Curriculum
Content & Progression 1in
Primary Art

Paula Briggs from AccessArt shares thoughts about
how we might more usefully connect the curriculum
we choose to teach with the progress we’d like to
see..

You May Also Like..

Disciplines, Skills, Behaviours & Traits
Developed through our curriculum

Using Circle Diagrams to Celebrate
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Progression

Assessment & Progression
Lg
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Using Circle Diagrams to
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Celebrate Progression

You May Also Like..

Assessment & Progression

¢
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The AccessArt Primary Art

Curriculum User Survey
October 2023
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In the summer of 2023, a year on from the launch
of the AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum, we
conducted this survey to invite users to feedback
their experiences of using the resources so far.

You can find everything you need to know about the
AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum here. The survey
did not include feedback to the EYFS element of
the Curriculum, though many respondents mentioned
the benefits of this addition in their qualitative
responses.

A total of 447 people completed the survey — thank
you to all those who took the time. We hope you
find this summary useful.

You can find a pdf of the report here including an
appendix of qualitative feedback.

How do Schools Use AccessArt?

How is AccessArt Being Used Across Schools?

We Don't Use AccessArt
3.4%

We Use AccessArt To Support Existing Planning
17%

We Use AccessArt As A Scheme
79.6%


https://www.accessart.org.uk/primary-art-curriculum/

The majority of respondents use AccessArt as a
scheme, with a smaller percentage using our
resources to support their own planning or to
extend the resources of other schemes such as
Kapow.

How Large is Your School?

Other
6.9%

3 Form Entry
7.2%

1 Form Entry
34.6%

2 Form Entry
24.9%

Mixed Year Groups
26.4%

How Long has Your School Been Using AccessArt?



Other

1.4%
Less Thanl1l Term

15.8%

A Year or Longer
47.2%

Two Terms
35.6%

The smallest school that uses AccessArt as a
scheme has just 18 pupils.

The majority of schools are 1 form entry and a
significant number teach in mixed year groups.

AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum Versions

We offer four versions of the Curriculum: the Full
(36 pathways based upon one week of art each
week), the Split (for schools who alternate Art
with DT), the Mixed (for schools teaching art full
time in mixed year group classes), and the Split &
Mixed (for schools teaching in mixed year group



classes and alternating with DT).

Interestingly, and a clear indicator of the
pressures on schools across the timetable, the
single largest sector of schools use

our Split Curriculum. This may also be an
indicator of the flexibility of our Curriculum for
schools working in this way.

Which Curriculum is Used by Schools?



Not Sure
Split & Mixed 4%
6.8%

The Mixed Year Group
10.8%

The Split
44.2%

The Full
34.3%

Some schools did comment that using the Split
Curriculum successfully

in their school had strengthened their argument to
move art to a full time basis; clear evidence that
if we can create an enthusiasm for art in schools
amongst teachers and pupils, and demonstrate its
purpose and relevance, then we can create a
demand.

When making choices about which scheme to use, it
1s vital that teachers choose a scheme whose ethos
matches or informs that of the school.

The Pathways, Creative Ethos, flexibility and
adaptability all scored highly as reasons teachers
choose AccessArt. The Curriculum also comes highly



https://www.accessart.org.uk/intent-behind-accessart-scheme/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/all-accessart-primary-art-curriculum-pathways/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-launches-the-new-primary-art-curriculum/

recommended by other teachers and trusts.

Why do Schools Choose AccessArt?

Impact Upon Teaching

We are thrilled to see dramatic increases in staff
experience, confidence, and enthusiasm in teaching
art after just a short time of using our
resources, as perceived by the Art Lead.

Staff Feeling Before AccessArt



B VerylLittle m Some Excellent

Staff Experience
Staff Confidence
Staff Enthusiasm

100
Staff Feeling After AccessArt
W Verylittle m Some Excellent
o _
o -
Staff Enthusiasm -
40 60 80 100

Over 67% of respondents feel that their arts
curriculum is now more diverse, contemporary and
relevant, and therefore there was more



appreciation for art as a valuable subject in
their school. Over 66% of teachers feel that they
now have a clear structure from which to explore
art, and that they understand how their teaching
fitted into the bigger picture in school. 62% of
teachers have a better understanding of the
importance of an open-ended exploratory approach
and how to enable this kind of learning.

Class teachers reflected upon changes to their own
understanding, with 47% / 49.4% teachers agreeing
/ strongly agreeing that their confidence had
increased, 39% / 58.5% of teachers agreeing /
strongly agreeing that they felt more enthusiasm
to teach art, and 50% / 45.1 agreeing / strongly
agreeing / that their understanding in teaching
art had increased.




Impact Upon Teachers

65% of teachers responded saying they felt using
our resources had helped them feel more connected

to their own creativity.

B Disagree MW Agree Strongly Agree

Increased my Confidence

Made me Excited to Teach Art

Developed my Understanding

80 100

Adaptability

Over 68% found it easy to adapt the Pathways to
their pupils / needs.

| Found The Pathways Easy To Adapt

| Found The Pathways Adaptable But Would Like More Support

| Haven't Tried To Adapt Them Yet

| Found Them Difficult To Adapt



https://www.accessart.org.uk/all-accessart-primary-art-curriculum-pathways/

Ofsted

Of those who answered, 26% were due for an Ofsted
Visit imminently and 13% had just been visited.
AccessArt will be inviting teachers to submit
experiences to share on AccessArt.




Impact on Children

As with the teachers, we saw large increases in
confidence, enthusiasm, skills and knowledge from
the children, as perceived by the teachers. This
is especially heartening to hear given the short
amount of time most schools have been using
AccessArt. We expect these increases to compound
over time as children are exposed to AccessArt
approaches and pathways each year.

Pupils Before Using AccessArt
B Poor W Average Good/Excellent

Pupils' Confidence my Confidence
Pupils' Enthusiasm
Pupils' Skills

Pupils' Knowledge

Pupils After Using AccessArt



B Poor W Average Good/Excellent

Pupils' Confidence my Confidence

Pupils' Enthusiasm

0 20 40 60 80

Pupils' Knowledge

100

Skills and Knowledge

Teachers report demonstrable growth in skills and
knowledge relating to drawing (77.4%), sketchbooks
(71.9%), painting, printmaking & collage (45.5%)
and sculpture (45.5%), amongst others. These
figures follow the emphasis in weight given to
these areas in the Pathways with drawing and
sketchbooks underpinning all creative activity.



B Confidence Stayed the Same

i Confidence has Improved

Talking About Their Own Work

Talking About The Work Of Others

0 20 40 60 80 100

Oracy

Oracy skills have dramatically improved.
—




"ACCESSART HAS BEEN ONE OF THE BEST SCHEME
OF WORKS THAT WE HAVE BOUGHT AS A $CHool
ANP THE CHILOREN ALL T ALk ABovT ART AS THEIR
FAVOURITE SUBJECT THEJ ARE PROUP OF THEIR
GKETCHBOOKQ PROYP OF THE OWNERSHIP THAT

THEZ HAVE OF THEM ANP ALL THE EXPLORATION
THE? HAVE PONE INSIPE "

"THEY PON'T TALk ABOUT THEMSELVES
NEGATIVELY ANJ MORE WHEN IT COMES To ART
THEY ARE MORE CONFIPENT AT EXPRESSING
THEMSELVES ANP USING THEIR OWN IPEAS "
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Behaviours

The AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum

is a holistic curriculum, and teachers reported
the following behaviours had been developed
through Curriculum use:

- Enjoyment of Exploring 92.8%

-Willingness to Take Creative Risks

82.1%

- Sharing Ideas 60.7%

- Pleasure in Discovery 60.1%
- Opening of Minds 50%

- Listening to Others 38.2%



- Sense of Identity 28.9%

You can find a pdf of the report here including an
appendix of qualitative feedback.

Explore examples of the work made by schools
inspired by the AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum.

The Everyday School of Art

This 1is a duplicated post, available on both
AccessArt and The Everyday School of Art, to
explain the thinking behind a new Substack venture
aimed at creating a shared space to inspire
personal creative exploration.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-accessart-primary-art-curriculum-gallery/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-everyday-school-of-art/
https://theeverydayschoolofart.substack.com/

Creative cycles ebb and flow. There are times in
your life when creative thought and action feels
important and becomes all encompassing, and times
in your life when leaving behind the pressure to
create is a welcome relief. And then times in your
life when you know creativity is part of you, but
it seems to exist just behind or just in front of
you, never quite with you now.



I've always been interested in why we are creative
beings, and how we enable our creativity to
flourish. For many years, as a child, teenager and
young person, this manifested itself as a desire
to actually make - enjoying tactile experiences
shaping materials in the real world. But there
came a point when I stopped making - and even at
the time I knew why I stopped: I could no longer
see the point. I knew I wasn’t going to be a
“great artist” (I thought in those terms back in
1995), and I didn’t understand what the relevance
was then of me making things, that no one needed
or perhaps wanted - it felt too insular, too
indulgent. We even had a tutor at The Royal
College of Art who came round each studio and
asked us “Do you really think the world needs
another one of those?” It was a damming question
and one to which I could only answer no. Not
understanding the relevance or purpose of art to
my life was a nail in the coffin, and I see the
same pattern emerging today when others have no
understanding of the importance of art in our
lives: art tends not to flourish (let’s say the
British Government 2010-2023+, or certain
individuals, or certain sub-communities of
people).

So, I stopped making my own work, and instead
returned purposely to the child version of me, the
kid who liked to make, and thought about how I
could inspire and enable the next generation to
make, and that endeavour became my creative



outlet.

That venture - thinking how we could inspire and
enable the next generation to make, became
AccessArt, a registered UK Charity. We now have
over 20,000 members, grown 7000 members since last
September. Apparently 20,000 people will fill the
02 stadium - so that’s a lot of people, and each
of those members uses the AccessArt resources with
their own pupils/students/audiences to inspire
visual art education. Good stuff.

The people who use AccessArt; the teachers, artist
educators and parents, spend a huge amount of time
and energy nurturing creativity in others. Driven
by their passion for art and their belief that art
education can change lives, it’s an exciting,
stimulating role, but it takes energy, and often
it takes the energy away from our own creativity -
we just don’t have enough hours in the day.

Time and again, through conversations, we hear how
teachers and educators care so much about enabling
their audiences or pupils with limited time and
resources that the educators themselves are often
subsumed. Their own creativity is put on the back
burner for the sake of some greater good. The same
is true of my relationship with AccessArt, and
that is why, together with my daughter, Rowan, who
is at a very different stage in her life, we have
decided to create The Everyday School of Art.

We see The Everyday School of Art as being a place


https://theeverydayschoolofart.substack.com/

where all educators, parents and carers can
finally emerge from behind their roles, and begin
to see themselves as artists and creatives in
their own right. We hope The Everyday School of
Art will help us all identify and explore our
individual creative potential, and feed our
appetite to nurture ourselves, for once, alongside
others.

So if there is a part of you which feels you would
like to explore, or return to exploring, your own
creative potential, then please join us over at
The Everyday School of Art on Substack. Let’s show
who we are as individuals and create a rich
community which will surely complete the circle.

Find out more and Register for free at The
Everyday School of Art here. Register before the
30th September and we will upgrade 10 registrants
(chosen at random) to paid subscriber status free
of charge.

Best wishes,
Paula Briggs
Co-Founder, CEO & Creative Director AccessArt

Co-Founder The Everyday School of Art 2023
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AccessArt Has Over 20,000
Members!

We’re thrilled and proud to start Autumn 2023 off
with 20,000 members!

Thank you to the amazing AccessArt community of
members, subscribers (35,000+), team (8), trustees
(4) and facebook group (4,900) - it’s a privilege
to work with you.

Be Inspired!

Paula Briggs, CEO & Creative Director
September 2023

AccessArt Value #3: Having
the Confidence to Hold Ideas
Lightly, Enables us to Create
Space for Everyone to Reach
their Potential

AccessArt Value #3
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Having the confidence to hold ideas lightly,
enables us to create space for everyone to reach
their potential.

When we feel threatened, or lack confidence, we
have a tendency to hold things tightly. They might
be entrenched ideas, beliefs, behaviours — even
loved ones — fear of uncertainty keeps us tense,
rigid, small.

But the opposite is also true. It’s so much easier
to be open and embracing towards others when we
ourselves feel at ease. Think power pose — body
open, strong, reaching outwards. Taking up as much
space as can be taken up at that moment. But
remember there is no aggression 1in power pose -
the body is actually exposed and vulnerable, but
there is no fear — instead there is courage to be
open enough to be strong.

When exploring ideas and practices in art, holding
ideas lightly is such a helpful process. When
artists make work, they often start from a
position of “not knowing” - that is why they make
the work — to explore, to find out, to uncover,
and they can’t access that journey if they are not
willing to hold their thoughts loosely, letting
them ravel and unravel.

Through holding lightly, art can help us feel safe
in the territory of “not yet knowing” which 1is a
useful place to be, a place which helps us to
learn to feel safe in the face of uncertainty.



And when we facilitate that exploration in others,
holding ideas and preconceptions lightly allows
space for our learners to make ideas their own.
Art is all about experiential understanding. As
facilitators we can help our audiences grow, and
we can hint and tempt and signpost them towards
discovery and understanding, but if we can do this
by offering rather than telling, then we leave
space for the learning to be truly theirs. By
growing our own knowledge as facilitators we build
our confidence to not be afraid, not be threatened
and not hold tightly. We are able to see the
teaching of art for what it really is - a service
which taps into fulfilling a human need for
expression and empathy.

But few of us can thrive when there is too much
space. We do need structures to help us think and
operate, so the question for facilitators (and for
AccessArt) 1s how do we provide enough structure
to help people feel safe, and enough space to help
facilitate exploration.

So next time you feel contraction from fear or
uncertainty, think about the confidence and
openness of power pose. Better still, visualise
yourself holding your hand out, palm upwards. What
sits on your palm? And how loosely can you hold
it?

See all our core values here.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/8-values-accessart/

At AccessArt we love the colour, energy and humour
that Jagoda pours into their work. The playfulness
of their artwork brings a real joy to the viewer
and we are really excited by the clever way in
which Jagoda has communicated the core value
‘Having the confidence to hold ideas lightly,
enables us to create space for everyone to reach
their potential’.



We feel that this illustration really resonates
with the AccessArt core value highlighting that
there is importance in giving people the freedom
to face the unknown, get lost in their ideas and
pave their own path. Existing in a space of ‘not
knowing’ and finding your own way will result in a
journey that is authentically yours.

Jagoda is a Polish illustrator and designer based
in Glasgow, Scotland. They are a big advocate of
joyful colour palettes and a great enthusiast of
textures. Jagoda’s work is full of juvenile sense
of humour and hopeless romanticism. They enjoy
exploring narrative abilities of illustration and
tell absurd stories or complex feelings through
their work. They find a lot of beauty and
inspiration in mundane, day to day life.

AccessArt Value #2:
Enthusiasm 1s Infectious and
We Can all Play a Role 1in
Fuelling or Stalling the
Creative Potential of Others

AccessArt Value #2
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Enthusiasm is infectious, and we can all play a
role in fuelling or stalling the creative
potential of others.

What is our individual responsibility to those
around us? What do we do, to encourage or
interrupt positivity? How might we enable a more
curious and playful approach?

“85% of the men and women who I interviewed
remembered an event in school that was so shaming,
it changed how they thought of themselves for the
rest of their lives. Fifty percent of that 85%
percent, half of those people: those shame wounds
were around creativity. So fifty percent of those
people have art scars. Have creativity scars.”
Brene Brown, Magic Lessons

The statistic from Brene Brown’s research are
staggering but not surprising - we all have
examples in our own lives of when we have been
“stopped” by an often casual comment by someone
about the way we express ourselves. These stray
comments about creativity seem to cut straight to
the quick. For me, it was when I was eight. Until
then I had sung out loud happily enough. But then
one day, a boy I was sitting next to in assembly
at school asked me why my voice had a weird
“lining” to it when I sang (I imagine I was out of
tune and merrily unaware). So from that day on — I
mimed. Happy to say I'm over it now and singing to
my baby daughter proved to me I could hold a tune
“enough” and that was all that mattered.



But many of us are stopped before we even get
started, and we don’t recover. Luckily the
opposite 1s also true, and we can SO easily be
enabled by others, and enable others, by
thoughtful, careful approach.

It’s easy to fall into the mindset whereby we wait
for things to improve, but there 1s a greater
reality at play: while we actively campaign and
patiently wait for things in art education to
bloom, we don’t want to let down whole generations
by not doing the very best we can do for them
now.

So, positivity 1s important. Not a mindless
positivity but an intentional and insightful
positivity which makes people around feel safe,
supported and carried.

For AccessArt, that means a few things. It means
reassuring our users that their heartful instinct
is to be followed, even if it doesn’t always chime
with the “systems” around us. It means
acknowledging overwhelm in the face of
inexperience is valid and to be expected, but that
there are people around who can support and guide.
It means nurturing environments in which learners
and educators have a safe space in which to
explore their creativity, supported by stepping
stones or a framework they can hold on to. And it
means lightening up - remembering that as humans
we are SO privileged to have access to this thing
we call creativity - so let’s be playful and



celebratory — and most of all gentle. These are
big aims, but they are made real by tiny everyday
actions and intentions..

See all our core values here.

With community and culture being at the core of
Lizzie’'s work, we felt that they would be a
perfect fit to work on the core value ‘Enthusiasm
is infection and we can all play a role in
fuelling or stalling the creative potential of
others’. We love the playful outcome of the


https://www.accessart.org.uk/8-values-accessart/

illustration, symbolising the enthusiasm,
playfulness and creative potential that can be
found in all young people, and should be nurtured
through the communities around them.

Lizzie Lovejoy is a North East based working-class
Poet, Performer and Picture Maker who loves
stories. They believe that everyone deserves to
experience art and everyone has a tale to tell.

AccessArt Primary Art
Curriculum FAQ

Here, you will find frequently asked questions
relating to the AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum.

If your question is not answered below please
email the team here.

Getting Started..

- What makes AccessArt special?

To summarise our offering and AccessArt’s
USP:

-A1l1l AccessArt resources promote
open-ended creative 1learning. We
place great value on the creative
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journey - understanding that
outcomes are generally excellent
when each pupil is enabled to
explore their own creativity. Our
aim is to ensure that by the time
they leave school, all pupils
understand what it means to enjoy
exploring their creativity through
the visual arts. Find information

about our Curriculum here. If
you’'re ready to start introducing
AccessArt to your school see our
Step by Step Start up Guide here.

-We want to nurture aspiration
amongst teachers and pupils. Our
aim 1is to help build your
understanding of what it means to
teach art, so that you can offer
your pupils a rich and broad visual
arts education. All our resources
are created by experts and often in
collaboration with other experts in
the field. We draw down experience
from other settings including art
schools, adapting it to show you
how to structure activities 1in
inspirational yet effective ways.

- Although we encourage you to aspire
high, it’s important to us that ALL
teachers feel able to use our
resources. Videos and CPD help
support our pathways so that as a
teacher you can build your skills
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(understanding WHY as well as HOW)
as pupils build theirs. Members can
access_free CPD each term and we
also record many events which you
can watch in your own time.

-Many schools use us as a scheme,
whilst other schools use our 1500+
resources to supplement and extend
their own planning or external
scheme. If you use us as a scheme
it’s important to note 1it’'s a
completely flexible scheme which
can be tailored and developed to
suit your school.

- AccessArt has the UK’s collection
of visual arts ed resources. Visual
arts education is all we do - you
will find no other organisation
which works the way we do.

-We are a small team and very
responsive and can give email or
telephone advice to member schools.

-Lastly, we are a UK charity and
Subject Association. we are not
doing this to make a profit. We
care deeply about arts education.
We have over 24,000 members and
keep membership fees as 1low as
possible — making us a very cost
effective solution.
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Watch the videos on this page to help build
your understanding of the what AccessArt
curriculum has to offer and how to introduce
it to your school.

-I am wondering where to start. I would love
to see the videos and attend training.

The following are useful starting points:
Starting Out With AccessArt
EYFS

Primary Art Curriculum

Primary Art Curriculum Supporting Documents

Zoom CPD

Pedagogy

-Do you have a list of learning outcomes which
we can use for tracking students’ progress as
they move through the curriculum?

You can either take the learning outcomes
from the sequencing documents or via
individual pathway Medium Term Plans. The
Medium Term Plans are also linked on each
pathway in ‘Teaching Notes'’.

It is important to note that the “I Can”
statements found on each pathway are
deliberately holistic and go beyond technical
skills as we believe this 1is how art is best
taught. You might also like to read posts
about how to assess creativity, what success
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looks like and why we need to allow art to be
a _unique subject.

-Do you have a bank of vocab used for each
Pathway?

You can find a vocabulary document which
covers the vocab in each pathway here.

- Do you provide Knowledge Organisers?

We don’t have knowledge organisers although
we have written an article suggesting
alternate ways to think about ‘organising’
knowledge in art.
www.accessart.org.uk/knowledge-organisers-for
-art-in-primary-schools/.

-Where can I find supporting documents for the
curriculum?

You can find the supporting documents
tailored for each curriculum version linked
on the curriculum page you choose. You can
also see all of the documents we offer across
all versions here.

To summarise our offering and AccessArt’s USP:

- A1l AccessArt resources promote open-
ended creative learning. We place great
value on the creative journey -
understanding that outcomes are
generally excellent when each pupil 1is
enabled to explore their own creativity.
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Our aim is to ensure that by the time
they leave school, all pupils understand
what it means to enjoy exploring their
creativity through the visual arts. Find
information about our Curriculum here.
If you're ready to start introducing
AccessArt to your school see our Step by
Step Start up Guide here.

-We want to nurture aspiration amongst
teachers and pupils. Our aim is to help
build your understanding of what it
means to teach art, so that you can
offer your pupils a rich and broad
visual arts education. All our resources
are created by experts and often 1in
collaboration with other experts in the
field. We draw down experience from
other settings including art schools,
adapting it to show you how to structure
activities 1in inspirational yet
effective ways.

-Although we encourage you to aspire
high, it’s important to us that ALL
teachers feel able to use our resources.
Videos and CPD help support our pathways
so that as a teacher you can build your
skills (understanding WHY as well as
HOW) as pupils build theirs. Members can
access_free CPD each term and we also
record many events which you can watch
in your own time.

- Many schools use us as a scheme, whilst
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other schools use our 1500+ resources to
supplement and extend their own planning
or external scheme. If you use us as a
scheme it’'s important to note it’s a
completely flexible scheme which can be
tailored and developed to suit your
school.

-AccessArt has the UK’'s collection of
visual arts ed resources. Visual arts
education is all we do — you will find
no other organisation which works the
way we do.

-We are a small team and very responsive
and can give email or telephone advice
to member schools.

- Lastly, we are a UK charity and Subject
Association. we are not doing this to
make a profit. We care deeply about arts
education. We have over 24,000 members
and keep membership fees as low as
possible - making us a very cost
effective solution.

Watch the videos on this page to help build your
understanding of the what AccessArt curriculum has
to offer and how to introduce it to your school.

The following are useful starting points:

Starting Out With AccessArt

EYFS
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Primary Art Curriculum

Primary Art Curriculum Supporting Documents

Zoom CPD

Pedagogy

You can either take the learning outcomes from the
sequencing documents or via individual pathway
Medium Term Plans. The Medium Term Plans are also
linked on each pathway in ‘Teaching Notes’.

It is important to note that the “I Can”
statements found on each pathway are deliberately
holistic and go beyond technical skills as we
believe this is how art is best taught. You might
also like to read posts about how to assess
creativity, what success looks like and why we
need to allow art to be a unique subject.

You can find a vocabulary document which covers
the vocab in each pathway here.

We don’t have knowledge organisers although we
have written an article suggesting alternate ways
to think about ‘organising’ knowledge in art.
www.accessart.org.uk/knowledge-organisers-for-art-
in-primary-schools/.

You can find the supporting documents tailored for
each curriculum version linked on the curriculum
page you choose. You can also see all of the
documents we offer across all versions here.
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The AccessArt Curriculum and Ofsted

-We need to be clear why we are using your
scheme, if Ofsted asks. Can you help?

It’s vital that you choose a scheme which
suits your school and that the intent behind
our scheme supports/matches your own intent
behind teaching art as a school. See our

article here.

Please take a look at the videos below to
understand more about the intent/ethos behind
AccessArt. If your school does not already
have an intent statement, you can use the
messages in these videos to inform the
creation of one for your school.

-The Philosopghy and Approach behind
AccessArt Resources for Primary Schools

-Support Videos for the Primary art
Curriculum

- The progression document mentions substantive
knowledge vs implicit knowledge. How does
this relate to Ofsted’s practical,
theoretical and disciplinary knowledge?

In the review Ofsted are very clear that they
don’t expect every school to use their terms
of practical, theoretical and disciplinary
knowledge. There are lots of models of
knowledge and even experts disagree about
terminology and approach. I think all Ofsted
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are implying by those terms is that there is
a hierarchy of knowledge, which when put
together make for a rich and memorable
experience for children. By hierarchy I mean
it includes very tangible, finite and
practical knowledge, and also more embracing,
overarching knowledge, which is harder to
define, but which is vital to the subject,
(for example getting children to think about
the purpose of art). The AccessArt Curriculum
includes all those types of knowledge, with
different names.

-How can I highlight I have identified points
in the curriculum where it is clear whether
pupils are working towards convergent or
divergent goals?

Think of things like drawing exercises being
seen as convergent — the whole class is being
asked to make a drawing in a certain way (1ie
continuous 1line), thinking about certain
aspects of looking and mark making, and using
a certain drawing tool.

Think of things like projects where children
create their own artwork (ie most of the
projects in our curriculum) as being
divergent - children are given choices and
use their experience to make creative
decisions, each of which added up helps their
work be unique to them. Sketchbooks are often
a mixture of divergent and convergent
thinking and action.

-How can I show that curriculum content



enables pupils to understand the journey of
art throughout history and culture
(theoretical knowledge)?

This 1s embedded within the pathways. Please
note we do not show the “journey of art
through history and culture” - that’s a
massive thing to do and often results in a
reductionist approach. Instead we focus on
elements which we think are relevant,
engaging and exciting for pupils to know
today.

-Is it okay that units do not necessarily
include what may be considered the more
‘great’ artists like Van Gogh, Warhol, Monet,
and Lowry?

Within the curriculum, our main aim 1s to
ensure children see the relevance of the
artists they are studying: a) to their own
lives and b) to the projects. So all artists
we link to in our Talking Points are chosen
on those grounds.

The National Curriculum as you know states
“know about great artists, craft makers and
designers” and there is general agreement
amongst experts that this is very outdated.
For too long there has been a focus on “dead
white male” artists, almost always judging
“great” from a Western perspective. We now
understand that looking at art from a
colonial perspective is not appropriate. So
we really need to go beyond this now, and
look at all kinds of artists, from all kinds



of backgrounds, countries and perspectives.
Doing this makes art as accessible and
inclusive to as many pupils as possible.

Our understanding is that as long as you can
explain why you have chosen the artists you
have, Ofsted will be happy. If as a school
you decide you do want to supplement (not
replace) the existing artists with more
“traditionally great” artists then you can do
so — but do bear in mind that if you do this
too much you will end up by default with male
dead artists.

It’'s vital that you choose a scheme which suits
your school and that the intent behind our scheme
supports/matches your own intent behind teaching
art as a school. See our article here.

Please take a look at the videos below to
understand more about the intent/ethos behind
AccessArt. If your school does not already have an
intent statement, you can use the messages in
these videos to inform the creation of one for
your school.

- The Philosopghy and Approach behind AccessArt
Resources for Primary Schools

- Support Videos for the Primary art Curriculum

In the review Ofsted are very clear that they
don’'t expect every school to use their terms of
practical, theoretical and disciplinary knowledge.
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There are lots of models of knowledge and even
experts disagree about terminology and approach. I
think all Ofsted are implying by those terms 1is
that there is a hierarchy of knowledge, which when
put together make for a rich and memorable
experience for children. By hierarchy I mean it
includes very tangible, finite and practical
knowledge, and also more embracing, overarching
knowledge, which 1is harder to define, but which is
vital to the subject, (for example getting
children to think about the purpose of art). The
AccessArt Curriculum includes all those types of
knowledge, with different names.

Think of things like drawing exercises being seen
as convergent — the whole class is being asked to
make a drawing in a certain way (ie continuous
line), thinking about certain aspects of looking
and mark making, and using a certain drawing tool.

Think of things like projects where children
create their own artwork (ie most of the projects
in our curriculum) as being divergent — children
are given choices and use their experience to make
creative decisions, each of which added up helps
their work be unique to them. Sketchbooks are
often a mixture of divergent and convergent
thinking and action.

This is embedded within the pathways. Please note
we do not show the “journey of art through history
and culture” - that’s a massive thing to do and
often results in a reductionist approach. Instead



we focus on elements which we think are relevant,
engaging and exciting for pupils to know today.

Within the curriculum, our main aim is to ensure
children see the relevance of the artists they are
studying: a) to their own lives and b) to the
projects. So all artists we link to in our Talking
Points are chosen on those grounds.

The National Curriculum as you know states “know
about great artists, craft makers and designers”
and there is general agreement amongst experts
that this is very outdated. For too long there has
been a focus on “dead white male” artists, almost
always judging “great” from a Western perspective.
We now understand that looking at art from a
colonial perspective is not appropriate. So we
really need to go beyond this now, and look at all
kinds of artists, from all kinds of backgrounds,
countries and perspectives. Doing this makes art
as accessible and inclusive to as many pupils as
possible.

Our understanding is that as long as you can
explain why you have chosen the artists you have,
Ofsted will be happy. If as a school you decide
you do want to supplement (not replace) the
existing artists with more “traditionally great”
artists then you can do so — but do bear in mind
that if you do this too much you will end up by
default with male dead artists.

Adapting the Curriculum



- Can the pathways be taught in different terms
and with different year groups? Can I adapt
the pathways to fit with topic links?

Yes the pathways can be taken out of order,
both within the school year and between
adjacent years (or even wider apart years) to
fit into your plans better. Children will
work at all pathways, whenever presented
them, at their own level.

-Can I adapt the pathways easily to
incorporate curriculum links?

Take a look at Curriculum Adaptations to find
listed curriculum areas and how we think the
pathways might be linked to topics.

The pathways are designed (and our bigger
aim) so that schools can adapt and
personalise them — that’s really important to
us and to the children. So yes use your
imagination and adapt as much as you like.

You can find teacher adaptations of AccessArt
resources here and watch a past CPD recording
where teachers share their adaptations with
us.

Yes the pathways can be taken out of order, both
within the school year and between adjacent years
(or even wider apart years) to fit into your plans
better. Children will work at all pathways,
whenever presented them, at their own level.

Take a look at Curriculum Adaptations to find
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listed curriculum areas and how we think the
pathways might be linked to topics.

The pathways are designed (and our bigger aim) so
that schools can adapt and personalise them -
that’s really important to us and to the children.
So yes use your imagination and adapt as much as
you like.

You can find teacher adaptations of AccessArt
resources here and watch a past CPD recording
where teachers share their adaptations with us.

Mixed and Split Curriculum

-My school is organised differently to the
norm and I need some advice on the best way
to plan progression and which pathways to
include.

Find videos to help you adapt and tailer your
curriculum here.

- Choose pathways from the years which
make up your rolling years - so for
instance 1f you have a mixed class yrs 3
and 4, choose pathways from those years.

- Choose pathways you think your pupils
will like/respond to and which the
teachers will enjoy teaching. Once you
have chosen pathways, look back over
your selection to ensure you are happy
with your balanced curriculum.
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Don’t worry if they do a year 4 pathway
before a year 3 pathway. The reality is
that progression in art 1s never
strictly linear and so you can pick and
choose the pathways you like the sound
of and its ok to introduce them to
children in a slightly different order.
Think of it more as Tlayering
opportunities. Many key concepts such as
line, colour, shape, form etc are
revisited in different
disciplines/pathways so there will still
be progression.

-In your DT half terms, try to keep some
drawing going — even if it is just a
fifteen minute transition exercise (eg
after lunch) once or twice a week. This
can take place in their sketchbooks and
can be standalone activities (ie not
linked to a topic). This will help keep
drawing skills developing and means when
pupils return to an art “half-term” they
ease easily into it. See this post which
shares lots of drawing exercises you can
try in your non-art half terms.

- Does AccessArt cover DT?

We don’t aim to cover the D&T curriculum. The
resources we share do help build skills in
many other areas of the DT curriculum,
especially when it comes to construction,
using tools, understanding structures,
intention, review/reflection etc.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-dt-half-term/
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In many cases 1t 1s a subtle change in
language — DT requires you to talk about
iterative processes, prototypes, intention in
relation to a design brief, function, and
product.

When we use the making skills we talk about
them from a visual arts perspective — where
the role 1s often not to create something
with a functional purpose in response to a
brief, but instead is to make a personal
creative response to a stimulus. These are
important differences. Explore the Projects

on a Page created by the Design and
Technology Association.

There are resources on AccessArt though,
which straddle the line a little bit - and
which you could introduce into your
curriculum to help meet some curriculum
aims:

- Tool Box Resources for Supporting D&T

- The ABC’s of Tools PDF

- Tool Tips

- Redesigning Food Packaging

- Wave Bowls

- D&T resources

-I need to create an overview of the artists
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each class will follow. However, I am not
sure which ones to suggest to staff to teach
alongside your planning.

The artists featured in the Talking Points

area of the AccessArt website refer to the
artists used in the pathways in our Primary
Art Curriculum. So which artists you and your
colleagues want to explore will probably
depend on which pathways in the Curriculum
you are using or thinking about might use.

As a teacher/school, you are free to pick
whichever artists, designers, craftspeople
etc that you think will help expand the
children’s experience of what art 1is. Of
course as well as trying to include a diverse
range of contemporary artists, the most
important thing is that you choose artists
who help vyour pupils build their
understanding of a particular topic or
discipline. So in this sense, the
topic/discipline comes first, and then you
find an artist to fit.

If you haven’'t seen them yet, have a look at
our section on pedagogy articles and 1in
particular which artists should we look at in
primary school.

-Which documents should I be looking at for
‘skills progression’ to support with delivery
of the Split Curriculum?

Take a look at our video here to help you
edit the progression plan.
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We have to follow a four-year cycle in KS2,
and I was wondering how easy it would be to
adapt the planning and teaching to all four
year groups at the same time?

Because our pathways don’t follow a strict
linear progression, adapting the pathways and
teaching they way you described should work
well. If it helps, most of the activities
which are now being used in schools in
specific year groups started out as
activities first tested in community groups
which always contained a mix of ages spanning
4 or 5 years.

Each activity can be adapted and children
will enter the activity with their existing
knowledge and develop what’s right for them
at the time that they do it. We feel its more
about layering opportunities (whenever they
happen and in whatever order).

Find videos to help you adapt and tailer your
curriculum here.

- Choose pathways from the years which make up
your rolling years — so for instance if you
have a mixed class yrs 3 and 4, choose
pathways from those years.

- Choose pathways you think your pupils will
like/respond to and which the teachers will
enjoy teaching. Once you have chosen
pathways, look back over your selection to
ensure you are happy with your balanced


https://www.accessart.org.uk/support-videos-for-the-new-accessart-primary-art-curriculum/#adapt

curriculum.

-Don’t worry if they do a year 4 pathway
before a year 3 pathway. The reality is that
progression in art is never strictly linear
and so you can pick and choose the pathways
you like the sound of and its ok to introduce
them to children in a slightly different
order. Think of it more as layering
opportunities. Many key concepts such as
line, colour, shape, form etc are revisited
in different disciplines/pathways so there
will still be progression.

-In your DT half terms, try to keep some
drawing going — even if it is just a fifteen
minute transition exercise (eg after lunch)
once or twice a week. This can take place in
their sketchbooks and can be standalone
activities (ie not linked to a topic). This
will help keep drawing skills developing and
means when pupils return to an art “half-
term” they ease easily into it. See this post
which shares lots of drawing exercises you
can try in your non-art half terms.

We don’t aim to cover the D&T curriculum. The
resources we share do help build skills in many
other areas of the DT curriculum, especially when
it comes to <construction, wusing tools,
understanding structures, intention,
review/reflection etc.

In many cases it is a subtle change in language
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— DT requires you to talk about iterative
processes, prototypes, intention in relation to a
design brief, function, and product.

When we use the making skills we talk about them
from a visual arts perspective — where the role is
often not to create something with a functional
purpose in response to a brief, but instead is to
make a personal creative response to a stimulus.
These are important differences. Explore the
Projects on a Page created by the Design and
Technology Association.

There are resources on AccessArt though, which
straddle the line a little bit - and which you
could introduce into your curriculum to help meet
some curriculum aims:

- Tool Box Resources for Supporting D&T

- The ABC’s of Tools PDF

- Tool Tips

- Redesigning Food Packaging

- Wave Bowls

- D&T resources

The artists featured in the Talking Points area of
the AccessArt website refer to the artists used in
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the pathways in our Primary Art Curriculum. So
which artists you and your colleagues want to
explore will probably depend on which pathways in
the Curriculum you are using or thinking about
might use.

As a teacher/school, you are free to pick
whichever artists, designers, craftspeople etc
that you think will help expand the children’s
experience of what art is. Of course as well as
trying to include a diverse range of contemporary
artists, the most important thing is that you
choose artists who help your pupils build their
understanding of a particular topic or discipline.
So in this sense, the topic/discipline comes
first, and then you find an artist to fit.

If you haven’t seen them yet, have a look at our
section on pedagogy articles and in particular
which artists should we look at in primary school.

Take a look at our video here to help you edit the
progression plan.

Because our pathways don’t follow a strict linear
progression, adapting the pathways and teaching
they way you described should work well. If it
helps, most of the activities which are now being
used in schools in specific year groups started
out as activities first tested in community groups
which always contained a mix of ages spanning 4 or
5 years.

Each activity can be adapted and children will


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-pedagogy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-should-we-look-at-in-primary-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-progression-of-skills-years-1-to-6/

enter the activity with their existing knowledge
and develop what’'s right for them at the time that
they do it. We feel its more about layering
opportunities (whenever they happen and in
whatever order).

Assessment

-How do I challenge the more able children
using your curriculum?

The beauty of the AccessArt approach/pathways
is that each child will meet each activity at
their own level. Because there is plenty of
freedom in each activity and the emphasis is
on exploration there is plenty of space for
more able children to stretch themselves.

Ensure you are always encouraging (all)
children to push at the edges of what they
do.. prompt curiosity by asking them (and get
them to ask themselves) “what would happen
if..” “what might that materials enable me to
do..” “what if I..”. “Pushing at the edges” can
happen through use of materials, exploration
of an idea, scale, ambition, function etc.

The resources have been used with all
abilities including high attaining children -
they will fly as long as you don’t hold them
back with restricted access to materials, or
by having preconceived ideas as to what they
might make. Give them the space/permission to
take up their own space, and to show to you
what they discover.



Does AccessArt have any facilities or
resources for assessment in primary art?

Watch videos to help you think about how to
assess creativity. You can find all AccessArt
advice on assessment and progression here.

In addition, please see the “I Can”
statements on each pathway (and also written
on each MTP for each pathway).

Please keep an eye on our events page as we
do put on CPD on assessment from time to
time.

The beauty of the AccessArt approach/pathways 1is
that each child will meet each activity at their
own level. Because there is plenty of freedom in
each activity and the emphasis is on exploration
there is plenty of space for more able children to
stretch themselves.

Ensure you are always encouraging (all) children
to push at the edges of what they do.. prompt
curiosity by asking them (and get them to ask
themselves) “what would happen if..” “what might
that materials enable me to do..” “what if I..”.
“Pushing at the edges” can happen through use of
materials, exploration of an idea, scale,
ambition, function etc.

The resources have been used with all abilities
including high attaining children - they will fly
as long as you don’'t hold them back with
restricted access to materials, or by having
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preconceived ideas as to what they might make.
Give them the space/permission to take up their
own space, and to show to you what they discover.

Watch videos to help you think about how to assess
creativity. You can find all AccessArt advice on
assessment and progression here.

In addition, please see the “I Can” statements on
each pathway (and also written on each MTP for
each pathway).

Please keep an eye on our events page as we do put
on CPD on assessment from time to time.

Sketchbooks

-We have recently introduced the use of
sketchbooks. What sort of things do you think
I should be teaching / looking for in
sketchbooks?

In terms of sketchbooks, look out for:
- Evidence of experimentation of materials

- Evidence of regular drawing practice -
this does not always have to be tied to
the project (for instance you might do
ten minute sketchbook drawing exercises
in DT half terms as a transition
activity after lunch)

- Evidence that when children look at an
artists’ work, they demonstrate close
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looking and thinking in theilr
sketchbooks via techniques such as Show
Me What You See and Making Visual Notes

-Evidence that children are given
permission to make notes in their books,
including annotations, but that
spelling/good handwriting 1s not a
criteria for success

- Evidence of reflection — “how do 1 feel
about..”

- Evidence of risk taking - “what happens
if..” type thinking

- Beyond the sketchbooks, ensure teachers
are also making time to talk to pupils
alone or in small groups about their
sketchbooks. Remember sketchbooks should
be wused not just for personal
exploration but also as a focus for
conversation about intention as well as
outcome.

- Sketchbooks are by nature places of open
ended, exploratory investigation. Don’t
look for linear progression, instead
look for rich, layered thinking and
encourage children and teachers to
revisit old pages to remember, reflect,
and bring ideas forward..

Keep an eye on the events page to see if we
have any CPD on sketchbooks coming up. Take a
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look at CPD recordings related to

sketchbooks.

In terms of sketchbooks, look out for:

- Evidence of experimentation of materials

- Evidence of regular drawing practice - this
does not always have to be tied to the
project (for instance you might do ten minute
sketchbook drawing exercises in DT half terms
as a transition activity after lunch)

-Evidence that when children look at an
artists’ work, they demonstrate close looking
and thinking in their sketchbooks via
techniques such as Show Me What You See and
Making Visual Notes

- Evidence that children are given permission
to make notes in their books, including
annotations, but that spelling/good
handwriting is not a criteria for success

-Evidence of reflection - “how do i feel
about..”

- Evidence of risk taking - “what happens if..”
type thinking

-Beyond the sketchbhooks, ensure teachers are
also making time to talk to pupils alone or
in small groups about their sketchbooks.
Remember sketchbooks should be used not just
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for personal exploration but also as a focus
for conversation about intention as well as
outcome.

- Sketchbooks are by nature places of open
ended, exploratory investigation. Don’t look
for linear progression, instead look for
rich, layered thinking and encourage children
and teachers to revisit old pages to
remember, reflect, and bring ideas forward..

Keep an eye on the events page to see if we have
any CPD on sketchbooks coming up. Take a look at
CPD recordings related to sketchbooks.

SEND

-We are a special school 3-19 mostly working
at KS2 and below. Could you please provide me
with some further information about how you
could support us?

We have lots of schools working with SEND as
part of the AccessArt community - the
resources lend themselves to being used by a
wide range of ages and abilities.

We have a selection of activities for SEND
and EYFS. You can find additional support and
resources for SEND on AccessArt here.

However, most SEND schools find they can
adapt the majority of the resources on the
site.
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We have lots of schools working with SEND as part
of the AccessArt community - the resources lend
themselves to being used by a wide range of ages
and abilities.

We have a selection of activities for SEND and

EYFS. You can find additional support and
resources for SEND on AccessArt here.

However, most SEND schools find they can adapt the
majority of the resources on the site.

EYFS

-How do I map out progression across Nursery
and Reception using the EYFS curriculum?

We feel the aim of this phase in terms of
art, in deliberately simple terms, is to:

- Build dexterity skills

- Explore materials and mark making in a
playful way

-Use bodies and imaginations to inspire
making

-Explore how they can reflect and share
their views about what they have seen or
made

- Explore how art enriches our lives
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We don’t outline where each child should be
by the end of a certain year - there is no
need to measure children in this way, instead
we believe the onus is on the school to
provide a layering of rich opportunities
which will impact the children’s experience
and understanding of the 1list above. Make
choices that suit your school and balance 2D
work with 3D. Once you have chosen which
areas you would like to explore, go into
the Resources and Skills editable
document and see which areas are being
progressed. See our EYFS resources here.

We feel the aim of this phase in terms of art, in
deliberately simple terms, is to:

- Build dexterity skills

-Explore materials and mark making 1in a
playful way

-Use bodies and imaginations to inspire making

- Explore how they can reflect and share their
views about what they have seen or made

- Explore how art enriches our lives

We don’t outline where each child should be by the
end of a certain year — there is no need to
measure children in this way, instead we believe
the onus is on the school to provide a layering of
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rich opportunities which will impact the
children’s experience and understanding of the
list above. Make choices that suit your school and
balance 2D work with 3D. Once you have chosen
which areas you would like to explore, go into
the Resources and Skills editable document and see
which areas are being progressed. See our EYFS
resources here.

Feedback & Share

-How can I share work made as a result of the
AccessArt resources?

Please see how you can feedback to us and
share your work here.

Please see how you can feedback to us and share
your work here.

Joining AccessArt

-I am the only teacher teaching and leading
art, do I still need to buy a multiuser
account?

If you are the only teacher teaching art you
won’t need a multi-user membership, however
we do believe it is good practice that not
one person (no matter how skilled) should be
responsible for art in a school - it is far
better to build expertise across staff — in
which case you will need a multi-user

membership so that all staff can access
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resources.

-Where can I find information about
memberships?

Explore all membership benefits and costs.

-Which schools use AccessArt?

See a map of schools using AccessArt here.

- Can we use AccessArt as a scheme if we live
outside England?

We have many schools internationally that use
our resources to support their teaching. We
believe our resources and pathways can be
adapted to many schools in many countries.
Please see the table on this page to help you
understand age/year group equivalents.

-Where can I network with other teachers using
AccessArt?

Join our Facebook group. Attend CPD events.

If you are the only teacher teaching art you won’t
need a multi-user membership, however we do
believe it is good practice that not one person
(no matter how skilled) should be responsible for
art in a school - it is far better to build
expertise across staff — in which case you will
need a multi-user membership so that all staff can
access resources.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-of-ages-4-to-11-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/membership-benefits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-map/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/equivalent-ages-and-years/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/274615611166132
https://www.accessart.org.uk/zoom-events/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/membership-benefits/

Explore all membership benefits and costs.

See a map of schools using AccessArt here.

We have many schools internationally that use our
resources to support their teaching. We believe
our resources and pathways can be adapted to many
schools in many countries. Please see the table on
this page to help you understand age/year group
equivalents.

Join our Facebook group. Attend CPD events.

AccessArt Core Value No 1:
Growth is Driven by Ideas,
Opportunities and Reflection

AccessArt Value #1

Growth is driven by ideas, opportunities and
reflection.

What kind of growth makes us feel stimulated and
fulfilled? As individuals, what drives us to keep
creating? As communities, what makes us fair,
inclusive and forward-thinking?

Society is saturated with measures of growth, and
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as individuals we often feel the pressure to
prove, map and compare our own growth in all kinds
of ways. But what other kinds of growth are there
that sit outside a wrapper of numbers, and that
don’t rely on the assumption that a bigger number
means more success?

For AccessArt, growth has been both defined and
driven by ideas. Our aim is to help enable high
quality visual arts teaching and learning, and we
feel that can only happen through a creation,
curation and sharing of ideas relating to aspects
of creative making and understanding. Ideas excite
us, and giving form to those ideas so that others
can access them excites us even more.

Having an ear to the ground and being agile enough
to both identify and act upon needs and
opportunities is the next driver of AccessArt’s
work. Where we see a need experienced by pupils,
teachers, educators and artists, we enjoy
identifying a creative solution.

Finally, through reflection: of what worked, what
didn’t work, what is happening on the horizon, and
what can we help steer, AccessArt is able to
refine our vision of what we need to do next.

Through all these modes: ideas, opportunity and
reflection, our position of sitting slightly
outside and around (fill space) the users we serve
helps us act with freedom and clarity, and enables
us to work hard to create a product which is both



relevant to and accessible by as many people as
possible.

Explore our other Core Values here.

When Yu-Ching applied to illustrate our first core
value we were instantly drawn to her calming and
contemplative visual language. We loved how she
combines mixed media; creating works on paper and
moving it through to the digital realm to add
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extra touches to her painterly style.

The theme of Yu-Ching’'s work often touches upon
state of mind, which she uses to create narratives
that resonate with her audience. She spoke about
how, as people, we respond to transformation — the
type of transformation that we don’t always expect
or understand — and how we can take these
experiences, both accidental and purposeful, and
use them to grow. This really resonated with our
core value ‘growth is driven by ideas,
opportunities and reflection’ as we felt that it
touched upon the idea of growth coming to us in
different ways and how we can identify, reflect
and respond with a new found freedom and clarity.

We love the outcome of Yu-Ching’s commission,
sharing a tale of how the thoughts and actions of
individuals can work towards achieving something
amazing for all.

Yu-Ching is an illustrator, designer and artist
educator working in Cambridge. Yu-Ching graduated
from Cambridge School of Art with an MA degree in
Illustration and Book Arts. She is passionate
about visual storytelling and enjoys working with
a mixture of digital and analogue methods.
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8 Values That Have Helped
Shape AccessArt

<< Back to: All You Need To Know

.\

AccessArt’s organisational values are important at
every level. Their meaning is enriched by context:
they guide how we work as a team, shape the work
we deliver, and influence our relationships with
users. These values not only reflect how AccessArt
aims to exist in the world, but also express how
creativity can best be nurtured. We hope these
values resonate with you, the user, and inspire
how you enable creativity in yourself and those
around you.

To share and celebrate our ethos, we will be
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commissioning 8 artists to illustrate our values.

Please share how our core values resonate with you
#AccessArtCoreValues.

Beliefs

AccessArt Value #1: Growth is Driven by Ideas,
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] tuniti | Reflect]
IlTlustrated by Yu-Ching Chiu

What kind of growth makes us feel stimulated and
fulfilled? As individuals, what drives us to keep
creating? As communities, what makes us fair,
inclusive, and forward-thinking? Find out more
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: Art Val 42 Enthusi i< Infecti I
We Can all Play a Role in Fuelling or Stalling the
Creative Potential of Others

Illustrated by Lizzie Lovejoy

What is our individual responsibility to those
around us? What do we do to encourage or interrupt
positivity? How might we enable a more curious and
playful approach? Find out more
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AccessArt Value #3: Having the Confidence to Hold
Ideas Lightly, Enables us to Create Space for
Everyone to Reach their Potential

Illustrated by Jagoda Sadowska

How can we always aim to open out our thinking so
that it embraces more possibilities? How can we
balance structure and freedom so that we feel safe
yet free? Find out more

Actions
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AccessArt Value #4: Through small acts of
understanding we can enable big thinking.

Illustrated by Rachel Ng

How can we create small stepping stones of
experience which enable us to explore complex
ideas and experiences? Find out more
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The intentions behind even the smallest actions
are important. Incrementally, these intentional

actions create impact.

(Call for commissioning TBC)
How can we be enabled to act with clarity? How can
we avoid overwhelm and at the same time empower?

How can we see every action as a jewel?



Relationships

We can be our most brave and creative selves when
we feel safe and valued. To help others feel
valued, we need to be kind.

(Call for commissioning TBC)

How can we cultivate a space in which we feel safe
enough to show our true selves? How can we show



compassionate wunderstanding that enables
individuals to feel understood and enabled?

We all have something to contribute that is of
value to others. There is strength in shared
experience, which empowers us all.

(Call for commissioning TBC)

How can we learn to recognise what we have to



offer to others, perhaps outside our usual sphere
of influence? How can we feel supported by others
in our community? How can we be energised by
encounters with those experiences and ideas
outside our comfort zone?

Generosity of spirit can help build a bigger, more
diverse and inclusive world, bringing more



opportunities and greater understanding for all.

(Call for commissioning TBC)

How can we hold ourselves less tightly, so that we
feel able to share and embrace the experience of
others? How might we feel safe, strong and
empowered whilst being small in a very large
crowd?

Share Your Outcomes

We love seeing the work you have created as a
result of AccessArt resources, and just as
importantly schools like to see what other schools
have done. Sharing your work with us and others,
ensures that pupils and teachers feel celebrated
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on their creative journey.

Find out how to send your outcomes

Email Your images

You can send us high quality images via
info@accessart.org.uk email address.

Please include a short message giving us
permission to use the images on our site and
social media feed, and let us know how you would
like the images to be credited.

tag us on social media

FH Inspired 53
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Tag us os on Instagram using @accessart.org.uk
using the hashtags #InspiredByAccessArt

You can also join our_Facebook Group AccessArt
Network and share your outcomes on there.

send images via wetransfer.com

If you have more than 8 images it is usually
easier to send them to us via WeTransfer.com.
Please send them to info@accessart.org.uk

Please include a short message giving us
permission to use the images on our site and
social media feed, and let us know how you would
like the images to be credited.

The AccessArt Gallery
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Find out how you can get your images featured in
the AccessArt Gallery.

The AccessArt Badge

We like our members to be proud that you use our
resources to inspire high quality teaching and
learning in your setting. Download a badge and
display it on your website or share it on your
social media feed.
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Right click to download to your local device.

Find More Ways to Celebrate and Share
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Let’s Create Art: Project
Partner

LET’S LET’S

CREATE CREATE

AccessArt is proud to support Let’s Create Art
2022. In its inaugural year the Let’s Create Art
campaign will showcase the vital role of visual
arts engagement in promoting positive wellbeing.

The campaign invites organisations and individuals
to take part in visual arts activities between 19
October — 2 November.

Find out how you can join in at
https://engage.org/happenings/lets-create-art/
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Creative Pedagogy & Pathways:
The Wish List

We are all passionate about the importance of art
education, and we all represent different
audiences. To help explore how we can help support
each other to help create a more sustained
pipeline from early years through to life long
learning, and to build new links within the
pipeline, we need to consider our Wish List. The
audiences we work with do not exist in a vacuum -
they are part of a larger picture. By sharing our
wish lists we might be able to see where we can
better support and learn from each other.

Thinking in particular about the individuals,
organisations and institutions around you, what
would you like to ask of them? Is there a type of
organisation you have never had experience of
collaborating with, but would like to.

Some examples:

-You are a secondary school teacher. Can you
describe the traits of Yr 7 pupils you would
love to inherit from your feeder primary
school.

-You work in HE. You'’ve never worked with EYFS
teachers, or children that age, but you’d
quite like to see what goes on in early years
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education to better understand the other end
of the educational chain.

-You work in FE. What would you like to ask
GCSE and A level teachers to develop - 1in
terms of skills in Foundation Course
Students?

-You work 1n a creative industry. Which skills
would you like to elevate in primary and
secondary schools?

-You are a practising artist/designer. Think
back to your 7 year old self. What gift list
would you wish on your 7 year old self? On
your 85 year old self?

- There is an issue which you come up against
time and time again. What is it and how can
your wish list fix it? Who are you asking for
help?

How to Share Your Wish List

1. Teachers, Educators, Policy Makers, Stake
Holders, Parents, Artists and Students — We
invite EVERYONE to send us your wish list, by
email, and we will share as many of those
lists as we can via the AccessArt website.
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Collaboratively Discovering
Common Ground

By Dr Judy Thomas

This response was written after the first meeting of
the Creative Pedagogy & Pathways Group

Bakhtin (1984) promoted pedagogies that facilitate
dialogic engagement; his ‘Chronotype’ theory
suggests time and space is inherent in narrative.

Our narrative, and that of our learners, has
shifted dramatically over the past year; we have
embraced new virtual spaces that present us fresh
opportunities. The online environment scaffolds
contemporary possibilities for connection and
dialogue in ways previously not considered.
Virtual adaptation has enabled us to come together
and create new freedoms to positively learn from
one another. This unites a divergent multiplicity,
where we can actively, more fluently, share
dialogue, in ways previously not so accessible. We
can exchange ideas and create new, beneficial
learning spaces that help us collaboratively
discover common ground and navigate challenges.

We are stronger together and the promise of this
dialogue is exciting. By applying online, dialogic
approaches to learning, we can cross boundaries
through beneficial zones of potentiality. The
overwhelming excuses for being insular no longer
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exist; we can cross-sectors to collectively
explore creative spaces to reflect, question,
challenge, develop, innovate, and inspire. This
dialogue can stimulate change and positively
create wider access to art and future creativity.
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AccessArt Explores
Shakespeare

Are you an Upper KS2 or Lower KS3 teacher planning on studying
Shakespeare as part of your English Literature curriculum? If
so, AccessArt needs your help!

We are thrilled to announce the launch of a brand new project
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that links the visual arts with Shakespeare — and we are
looking for schools to take part in the project pilot to help
us gather evidence for a series of inspirational resources
that explore new ways to study Macbeth, Romeo & Juliet and A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.

The focus of the project delivery will be through visual arts
sessions, but with strong links to aspects of the literacy
curriculum such as knowledge and comprehension of language,
reconsigning themes, and comparing characters when discussing
dramatic literature.

What do you need to do?

1. Let us know if you would like to take part (see details
at bottom of the page)

2. Be able to deliver a short series of visual arts
activities, pre-planned by AccessArt, that explore one
of the plays listed above during the Autumn term 2021 or
Spring term 2022.

3. Come along to a drop-in Zoom session/s where we will be
providing practical demonstrations of some of the
activities that support the project delivery

4. Document the activities taking place (preferably with a
colleague to assist) and send the named and captioned
photos to us

5. AccessArt will then pull all the evidence together to
create a series of Shakespeare resources on the website
which we can share with our wider UK and international
teacher and artist community

Interested? Let us know ! Please email
rachel@accessart.org.uk answering the following questions:

 Why you would like to take part in the project and why
it appeals to you

 What Key Stage the participating children would be

 What your play preference is out of Macbeth, Romeo and
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Juliet or A Midsummer Night'’s Dream

We are looking for approximately 5 schools to take part in
this initial pilot. A full project breakdown will be sent to
all participating schools and the pre planned sessions will be

made available by June 30"

We look forward to hearing from you!



