
Introduction to Watercolour
This resource forms Part One of "Exploring Watercolour at the
Fitzwilliam Museum Cambridge with AccessArt"

The resource describes and demonstrates individual watercolour
techniques, and then shows examples of these techniques in
paintings from the Fitzwilliam Collection. The images can be
printed and used in the classroom, making this resource a
useful  tool  for  teachers  to  use  either  in  their  own
professional  development,  or  in  a  classroom  context.
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To access all content, I would like to
join as…

An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...

https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Watercolour

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


Featured in the ‘Exploring Watercolour’
pathway

Pathway: Mixed Media Land and city scapes

This is featured in the ‘Mixed Media Land
and City Scapes’ pathway

PAINTING  THE  STORM  AT  BOURN  PRIMARY
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SCHOOL

Collection  of  Landscape  Resources  by
Hester Berry

part 2: Exploration of Watercolour in the
studio

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-the-storm-exploring-watercolour-and-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/an-introduction-to-landscape-painting-by-hester-berry/


Talking Points: Paul Klee

Exploring Watercolour at the
Fitzwilliam  Museum  Cambridge

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploration-of-watercolour-in-the-studio
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-paul-klee/
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with AccessArt

part 1: Introduction to Watercolour

The resource describes and demonstrates
individual  watercolour  techniques,  and
then shows examples of these techniques
in  paintings  from  the  Fitzwilliam
Collection.

part 2: Exploration of Watercolour in the
studio
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After  studying  paintings  from  the
collection at first hand and identifying
how  various  marks  within  the  paintings
may  have  been  made,  teachers  undertake
their  own  exploration  of  working  with
watercolour.
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Talking Points: The Story of
Cupid  and  Psyche  by  Jacopo
del Sellaio

<< Back To: Inspire: Fitzwilliam Museum

An exploration of the painting ‘The Story
of  Cupid  and  Psyche’  by  Jacapo  del
Sellaio, written by Kate Noble.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 
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This is one in a series of resources created in
collaboration with Kate Noble from the Fitzwilliam
Museum.  The  ‘Inspire  2020’  project  aims  to
encourage teachers to use collections in local
galleries and museums as a source for exploration
in art lessons.

The Story of Cupid and Psyche by Jacopo
del Sellaio (1442 – 1493)  

The Story of Cupid and Psyche. Sellaio, Jacopo del
(Italian, 1441/2-1493). Egg tempera with gold on
panel,  height  59cm,  width  178.8cm.  Florentine
School. One of a pair of cassone panels.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/kate_noble/
https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/learning/look-think-do/cupid-and-psyche
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The painting above tells the first half of the
ancient Greek story of a human princess, Psyche,
who marries the god of love, Cupid. It was painted
for  a  very  grand  bedroom  in  fifteenth-century
Florence, which doubled as an entertaining space
for  the  wife’s  friends.  The  bedchamber  was
furnished at the time of a wedding, with a bed and
chests but also painted stories that celebrated
the  love  of  a  newly  married
couple. This story highlights the loyalty of the
bride  to  the  groom,  as  was  expected  in  the
fifteenth century. 

The Story of Cupid and Psyche 

The  story  is  read  from  left  to  right  like  a
cartoon strip. 

‘Young Psyche with her courtiers when Cupid first
sets eyes on her – a close up of Del Sellaio’s



Cupid  and  Psyche  painted  in  1473  in  the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge.’

Cupid is sent to cast a spell on Psyche by his
mother Venus, who is jealous of Psyche’s beauty.

‘Cupid  sets  eyes  of  Psyche  and  cannot  follow
through his mother, Venus’s, evil plan – close up
of Cupid and Psyche by Del Sellaio 1473 at the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge’

Cupid falls in love with Psyche and is unable to
carry out Venus’ evil plan.



‘Psyche is blown off the hill by Zephyrus the wind
– a detail in a painting by Del Sellaio of Cupid
and Psyche painted in 1473’

Psyche is blown off the top of a mountain by the
god Zephyr who carries her safely down to rest in
a soft bower.



‘Psyche lands on a soft bower’ – a detail from
Cupid and Psyche by Del Sellaio painted in 1473

When she awakes, she finds herself at a beautiful
palace where she is welcomed by an invisible, but
kind, master (Cupid, in hiding from his mother).
He  invites  Psyche  to  live  with  him  on  the
condition  that  she  will  never  ask  his  true
identity. They are happy for a while but then
Psyche’s  sisters  persuade  her  to  look  at  him
whilst he sleeps. A drop of oil lands on his skin,
he wakes up and is angered by Psyche’s lack of
trust.   

Detail: Psyche lifting Cupid’s wing; The Story of
Cupid and Psyche c.1473;  Sellaio, Jacopo del;
painter; Italian artist, 1441/2-1493; Tempera and
gold on a wooden panel

The story continues in a second panel (in a



private collection). Cupid returns to his mother,
Psyche searches for him and is captured and
enslaved by Venus. Cupid pleads with Jupiter, king
of the gods, to free Psyche. He agrees, and Cupid
and Psyche are married.  

Questions to Ask Children 

Does this story remind you of any other fairy
tales you know?
 


