Tiny Art Schools: Art School
Ilkley Part One

By Sarah and John Gamble

AccessArt is creating a body of work to explore, celebrate and
promote the notion of “Tiny Art Schools” across the UK. In
this series of case studies, we’ll be sharing how artist
educators work with their audiences, using community centres,
village halls, and private studio spaces as art education
labs, to build creative and economic communities of all sizes.
We’ll explore how the tiny art school concept can be both a
viable business model for the artist educator and help inform
a ground-up, inclusive and diverse re-thinking of the purpose
and value of art education for all today.

In this first post within a series of three, we interview
Sarah and John Gamble, who run Art School TIlkley, an
independent art school based in Ilkley, West Yorkshire.
Starting in 2016, John and Sarah now run ten classes a week,
teaching across ages, from young artists to adults. With a
focus on inclusivity and experimentation, they provide a space
where people can meet and be led on a personal artistic
journey.

In this series, John and Sarah discuss how the school came
about, their journey as artist educators, and a unique
approach that makes Art School Ilkley a cherished part of the
community.

In this first post, John and Sarah discuss why they wanted to
start their own Tiny Art School and how they began in 2016.

Log in as a member to access the full resource below.
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

Tiny Art Schools: Art School
Ilkley Part Two
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Tiny Art Schools: Art School
Ilkley Part Three

“Everyone has the right to
freedom of expression”

Giant Jewellery: Multimedia
Response to Yayoli Kusama

Why We Need Artist Educators
To Take Centre Stage

Playing With Perspective
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You May Also Like..

Other Resources by Joe Gamble

Adapting AccessArt: Colour and
Composition

Thoughtful Mark making
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Cooking With Collage

You May Also Like..

Redesigning food Packaging
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What i ate in a day

Paint Your corner Shop

Creating Repeat Patterns
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How Tiny Art Schools Grow

Adapting AccessArt: Colour
and Composition

You May Also Like

Manipulating Forms in Landscape Painting
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Drawing

Cut Paper Collage Still Life
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Can Labour Show It Really
Understands The Power Of The
Arts To Transform Lives?

What I Ate in a Day

You May Also Like

Drawing Prompt Cards
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Watercolour Washes Inspired by the
Tapestries of Henry Moore

Paint Your corner Shop
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Adapting AccessArt: From 2D
to 3D

You May Also Like

Manipulating Paper: Turning 2D into 3D
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playful making pathway


https://www.accessart.org.uk/manipulating-paper-turning-2d-into-3d/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-prompt-cards/

Turkish map fold
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Adapting AccessArt: Playful Making
Inspired by Nnena Kalu

Adapting AccessArt: Pattern
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and Colour

You May Also Like..

Screenprinting in the classrom

SCREENPRINTING USING OVERLAID PATTERN
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exciting colour

Creating Repeat Patterns With Rachel
Parker
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IlTlustrating a Book: The
Making of Rabbit, Cactus,
Accident

What We Like About This
Resource..

“I really like how Yu-Ching’s process combines
hand-drawing and painting, before moving across to
digital. Combining those processes ensures that
the illustrations retain a very warm, tactile look
to them, but the digital element refines the
imagery. We really like what Yu-Ching says about
the benefits of silent books being universally
understood and feel that the benefits and
challenges of not using words means that the
imagery has to be really clear, which encourages
lots of exciting creative problem-solving.” -
Tobi, AccessArt

You May Also Like..

Creating a Storyboard and dummy book
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Drawable: the 3 Panel Challenge
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Drawable: My Tiger Sketchbook
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Egg Box Gargoyles
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You May Also Like...

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Cardboard and paper

Making a Mask from Sticks and Tissue
Paper
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See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..
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The Current Education System:
Too Much Beta, Not Enough
Alpha

Oak National Academy & The
Art & Design Curriculum

During 2022 and 2023 AccessArt attended
consultations organised by Oak National Academy to
explore the potential for relaunching Oak after
its initial creation during the pandemic. Like
many educational publishers, we were concerned at
the time about both the nature and quality of the
resources created, the ethics of the creation of a
curriculum by government, and also the potential
impact of a so called “free” curriculum on
commercial and charitable educational suppliers.

First, a little history about AccessArt. We are 25
years old this year, and we are proud to say that
for the last few years we have become a self-
supporting arts organisation, requiring no funding
from outside sources. We are in this fortunate
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position because our (many thousands of) members
pay a small subscription fee to access all our
resources. In turn, this allows us to create new
resources for our community, and most importantly,
remain true to our vision and integrity. The
insight, intelligence and pragmatic nature of our
offering to schools means that we are privileged
to help thousands of teachers inspire hundreds of
thousands of pupils. This is no more in evidence
than in the creation of the AccessArt Primary Art
Curriculum. When we planned and created our
curriculum, we were brave, followed our instinct
and experience, and made certain that alongside
the curriculum ethos and resources we created a
support system and network to enable teachers to
become enthusiastic, knowledgeable and confident
art facilitators. The success of the curriculum
has been recognised, with schools and Trusts
recommending the flexible and empowering scheme to
their colleagues. Our real pride though, 1is that
artists, designers and craftspeople recognise the
curriculum as being robust, exciting and rich -
exactly the kind of experience they appreciate and
value as artists.

So you can image we are justifiably proud of our
achievement. We are now busy at work on our Key
Stage 3 pathways, and beyond into adult and
community education. OQur vision 1s true, our team
and trustees incredible, and our business model as
a membership charity is strong.
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In 2023 AccessArt was approached by Oak National
Academy to explore partnership working in the
creation of new curriculum resources, and later
the same year I was approached to join the Expert
Group. We turned both opportunities down. Here’s
why.

There is currently a Judicial Review brought about
by three claimants: The British Educational
Suppliers Association (BESA), the Publishers
Association, and the Society of Authors. This is
also supported by the National Education Union who
are participating as an “interested party”.

“The government’s plans for Oak will be an
unprecedented and unevidenced intervention that
will cause irreparable damage to the education
sector as we know it. The government is in effect
creating a one-size-fits-all state publisher that
promotes a single curriculum, controlled by the
Education Secretary of the day. This will undo
years of work by publishers who have invested
expertise over many decades in creating a rich
range of world-leading resources for school
children across the country.

“There is simply too much at stake to let these
plans proceed unopposed. The potential impact on
teacher autonomy, learner outcomes, and curriculum
diversity and quality is too significant. That 1is
why authors, publishers, educational suppliers,
school groups, teachers’ unions, and others have


https://www.publishers.org.uk/judicial-review-proceedings-launched-in-relation-to-dfes-current-oak-national-academy-plans/

all voiced strong concern over these plans.” Dan
Conway, CEO of the Publishers Association

“If we don’t act now, educators will be left with
one set of state approved online resources which
will threaten diversity and choice, remove
financial incentives, and damage the healthy
competition which is at the heart of educational
publishing. The result will likely be a weaker
overall pool of resources, greater challenges for
teachers, and a negative impact on students’
learning.” Nicola Solomon, Chief Executive of the
Society of Authors

“Converting Oak from an emergency response to
Covid to a permanent part of government is a
decision with ominous 1implications. Without
consultation or parliamentary debate, the
government has taken a long stride towards
directing the detail of teachers’ work. Unless its
actions are challenged, what is now presented as
an optional resource will soon become the norm in
schools. The government should recognise its
limits: it does not have the capacity, the
imagination and the understanding to intervene in
this way.” Kevin Courtney, Joint Gen Sec, NEU.

The concerns echoed by the case brought to
Judicial review, are echoed by the National
Education Union. Key NEU concerns:

Claims that O0AK is “by and for teachers” and
“operationally independent” of Government
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misrepresent its true nature: O0AK is under the
ultimate control of ministers. Its resources are
produced by a range of organisations by way of a
commercial tendering process.

The Government’s business case for Oak is clear that it will
be “continuously strategically aligned with Government policy
as it develops over time”.

OAK’s status means there is a risk its materials will be seen
as Government approved and “safe”.

This will increase pressure for schools to use their products,
particularly given the pressures that Ofsted exerts, and its
current focus on curriculum

Examples of how OAK is aligned with Ofsted include:

Each of the “Subject Expert Panels” set up to advise on the
production of Oak materials includes an Ofsted Inspector

The Government’s business case for the 0AK ALB acknowledged
that Ofsted’s overall emphasis, since 2019, on the curriculum
within school inspections “may..be influential in shaping and
accelerating the uptake of [0Oak’s] service.”

Read the Full NEU Statement here.

We believe 0ak is a flawed and dangerous idea, and
we are not alone. We believe that whilst Oak
attempts to involve experts in its creation, the
mechanisms and ethos behind creation of resources
will ultimately restrict and control. And let’s
remember that whilst 0Oak touts itself as being
“free”, it does in fact cost money which the
government could choose to spend in wiser ways to
value teachers, build knowledge and seek real
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vision. Those original consultations we attended?
We see no evidence of listening to what we heard
during those sessions, and in many other education
roundtables, as a no thank you to Oak National
Academy.

As a Subject Association and charitable
organisation which has worked long and hard to
develop expertise which develops and enables our
community of users to feel supported, inspired and
empowered, AccessArt will continue to work
independently through our principles and practice
to support our members. We thank you for your
continued support and understanding about what’s
really important in art education.

Paula Briggs, CEO & Creative Director AccessArt,
April 2024

Explore..

Taking Control of the narrative



https://www.accessart.org.uk/taking-control-of-the-narrative/

“I realised through conversations with

school leavers that they could no longer

use words like intuition,

entitlement,

dreaming, invention, play.

These words

are unfamiliar to then,

and they no

longer resonate. These

words, and

therefore the ways of

being they

describe, are not available to them right

114

now.

Read why we need to change the narrative and speak with more

courage about the purpose of education..

Not just ideas: Action Too
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“One cold, rainy morning in January 1999,
I received a phone call from the then
DfES. The woman started the call with the
words: “What is the best news someone
could call you with on such a rainy
January day?"”

Explore and understand all that AccessArt has achieved and the
impact we are making

Ice Worlds

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Using Art To Explore Global
Issues
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This resource is features in the ‘Using

Art To Explore Global Issues’ pathway

Drawing Source material: 1ice

Mini world Lightboxes
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Why Use Drama 1in an Art
Lesson?
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