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Literacy Boost Project: “James &The Giant Peach
Garden” by Cordelia Spalding

In this resource, artist Cordelia Spalding, shares her
extraordinarily creative 'literacy' project which made
creativity happen in all sorts of ways in a local school.

This project was shared with AccessArt as part of the 40
Artist Educator Project, funded by Arts Council England,
aiming to highlight and celebrate artist-led teaching and
facilitation.

Literacy Boost Project: “James & the Giant Peach Garden”
by Cordelia Spalding

Every now and again you get a commission that is truly joyful
and this for me was one of them!

The school has a fantastic team of teachers, parents and
supporters led by an open minded and forward thinking Head!

Together with pupils' input they made a decision that learning
about literature, English, reading and writing wasn’t just
something to be taught and learnt but something to “get
involved with”, something that could be made tangible and
therefore accessible in new ways and something that should
have FUN at its very heart.

In particular, there was a need to create particular
engagement opportunities for boys and to ensure the work had a
strong outdoors/kinetic element and CPD support for staff.

To find a way to start the ball rolling, opinions were sought
on what was the school's “favourite book”. With universal
appeal to all pupils, much loved by parents and teachers,
“James and the Giant Peach” by Roald Dahl was the name that
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kept coming up!
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Pathway: Telling Stories through drawing
and making
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This is featured in the ‘Drawing Stories

Through Drawing and Making’ pathway

Creating Decorative Designs
From Birds: Mark Making,
Texture and Pattern by Andrea
Butler

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Making Birds
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Featured in the ‘Making Birds Pathway’

Talking Points: Inspired by Birds

Working WITH and 1IN the
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Landscape by Frances Hatch

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: using natural materials to make
images



This 1s featured in the ‘Using Natural
Materials to Make Images’ pathway

Talking Points: Frances Hatch

Talking Points: Anna Atkins
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Talking Points: Artists as explorers and
collectors


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-anna-atkins/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-a-cyanotype/

Post Office by Rosalie
Schweiker: An Interactive
Community Art Project

Making Metal Badges by Maria
Whetman
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Drawing on Pebbles to Make
Treasured Fossils

Using a variety of drawing media on a variety of found
surfaces to create a collection of fossils. Full AccessArt
Members Only

How does the Sculpture
Balance?

Construction-based sculpture project inspired by Ben
Nicholson’s paintings. Encourages children to take more risks
by asking them to through their sculptures “off balance”.

Full AccessArt Members Only

Making Sculptures: The Chair
And Me

Paper Dress by Andrea Butler
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Nature Tagging

Glow in the Dark
Architectural Models — Where
Art, Science and D&T Meet

Using glow in the dark smart materials to create architectural
models with two states! Full AccessArt Members Only

Book Art with Primary
Children

Making Book Art with primary aged children.Full AccessArt
Members Only

Making Cotton Reel Motors and
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Obstacle Tracks

Making a coton reel motor and a landscape for it to explore —
perfect to inspire drawing and making in children. Full

AccessArt Members Only

Preparation for Tool Box:
List of Materials and Tools
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