
Sketchbook  Exercise:  Drawing
Brushes with Charcoal
By Paula Briggs

Capturing different qualities of a brush with charcoal

 

Each week during the AccessArt Art Lab for ages 11, 12, and 13
at  Wysing  Arts  Centre,  students  will  be  working  in  their
sketchbooks undertaking a five or ten minute exercise.

The  sketchbooks  have  been  kindly  donated  by  Pink  Pig
International and as well as filling them with the drawing
exercises, children are also encouraged to use the books to
help  explore  ideas  related  to  the  main  session.  Creating
sketchbook content like this which is a mixture of exercises
and personal study should help fuel creativity and ownership.

See  all  the  sketchbook  exercises  undertaken  during  these
sessions here.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-exercise-drawing-brushes-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-exercise-drawing-brushes-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-sketchbook-exercises/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-sketchbook-exercises/


To Begin

I  wanted  to  give  children  the  opportunity  to  begin  an
exploration of charcoal. In last weeks exercise we explored
how we can use different grades of pencil to add interest and
expression  to  our  drawings.  This  week  I  wanted  them  to
experience how they can use different parts of the charcoal
(i.e. side, end) with different amounts of pressure (light
medium, hard) to create varied and exptessive marks.

The challenge to the children:

Make  a  five  minute  drawing  using  different
pressures and different parts of the charcoal to
help communicate the particular qualities of a
brush (the soft bristles, the metal, the wood)
Children were also encouraged to create a "ground" by laying
down  charcoal  and  knocking  it  back  with  their  fingers.
Children also used putty rubbers to craete white space amongst
the grey tones.

Working  to  the  five  minute  limit  meant  children  did  not
overwork their images, which is easy to do with charcoal.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-ruler-drawings/


Laying down a ground

 



Using the charcoal in different ways















Many thanks to the children from the AccessArt Art Lab

Many thanks to Pink Pig International for the Sketchbooks

https://www.the-pink-pig.co.uk


Teachers Play with Plasticine
to  Make  Prints  in  the
Education  Room  at  the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
This post follows on from Gathering Marks and Tearing Paper to
Appreciate  Prints  by  Goya,  Turner  and  Cornelius  at  the
Fitzwilliam  Museum,  Cambridge  and  Monoprinting  Inspired  by
Goya, Turner and Cornelius in the Education Room, and shows
how teachers used Plasticine to print textures. The session

https://www.the-pink-pig.co.uk
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-play-with-plasticine-to-make-prints-in-the-education-room-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-play-with-plasticine-to-make-prints-in-the-education-room-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-play-with-plasticine-to-make-prints-in-the-education-room-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-play-with-plasticine-to-make-prints-in-the-education-room-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/


was facilitated by Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge.

Gathering  Marks  and  Tearing
Paper to Appreciate Prints by
Goya, Turner and Cornelius at
the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge
This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge, enabled teachers to enter into the intricacies of
prints  made  by  Turner,  Goya  and  Cornelius  in  a  Temporary
Exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum in summer 2016: 1816:
Prints by Turner, Goya and Cornelius.

Making  Sculptural
Interpretations  of  18th
Century  Portraits  at  the

https://www.accessart.org.uk/gathering-marks-and-tearing-paper-to-appreciate-prints-by-goya-turner-cornelius-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
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Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge,  enabled  teachers  to  explore  making  three
dimensional interpretations of two dimensional 18th Century
portraits.

Using Drawing to Get Closer
to 18th Century Portraits at
the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge
This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge, used drawing exercises to take a closer look at
18th Century portraits

Making  Sketchbooks  at  the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge, enabled teachers to make sketchbooks and explore
them as a physical space to connect and collect ideas and

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-sculptural-interpretations-of-18th-century-portraits-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-to-get-closer-to-18th-century-portraits-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
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observations from museum collections.

Using  Sketchbooks,  Drawing
and Reflective Tools in the
20th Century Gallery at the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge, enabled teachers to explore 20th Century paintings
and sculpture, through using sketchbooks & drawing as tools
for looking and remembering.

Thoughtful  Drawing  and  Mark
Making in the Armoury at the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge
This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt  and  Kate  Noble  from  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,
Cambridge,  enabled  teachers  to  explore  armour  through
discussion,  drawing  and  mark  making.
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Making Giant Withie Lanterns
With ‘festivals of lights’ in November and December, teenagers
at  AccessArt’s  Experimental  Drawing  class  had  a  fun  time
constructing giant lanterns out of withies and wet-strength
tissue paper.

Filling  a  Sketchbook:  Ruler
Drawings

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Form Through Drawing

This is featured in the ‘Exploring Form

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-giant-withie-lanterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-ruler-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-ruler-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/


Through Drawing’ pathway

The drawing journey

See  Drawing  Projects  for  Children  for
more Drawing Exercises

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/


Collage and Construction

Teenagers Write A Letter, A
Postcard,  A  Poem  or  A
Narrative in Invented Text

What is a Canvas? Exploration
Activity

Teenagers Use Touch to Draw
and Explore Small Objects

“Feely Drawings” or Drawing by Touch – a
5 minute drawing exercise

https://www.accessart.org.uk/collage_and_construction/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-write-a-letter-to-self-in-invented-text/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-write-a-letter-to-self-in-invented-text/
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This short icebreaker or warm up exercise, led by Paula Briggs
at the Drawing Workshops for ages 6 to 10, encourages the
children to relax into their drawing session.

Introducing Graphite and Blind Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/feely-drawings-or-drawing-by-touch-a-5-minute-drawing-exercise-2/


Teenagers explored mark making, drawing ‘blind’ with the age
old drawing tool ‘the pencil’ and softer graphite sticks.
Sheila Ceccarelli

Feeling Our Way Around Wool

Time to Introduce Ourselves –
Initial Sculpture!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/introducing-graphite-and-drawing-blind/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-wool/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/time-to-introduce-ourselves-initial-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/time-to-introduce-ourselves-initial-sculpture/


Marbling  for  Surface  Design
by Ruth Purdy

Early  Primary  Sketchbook
Exploration

Doodling with Stuff
Paula Briggs shows how to create a safe environment fo pupils
to explore a range of materials which they would be able to
manipulate and transform.

Collagraph,  Collage  and
Stitch: Make a Image of Your
Home on Fabric
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