Making Sensory Drawings by
Gillian Adair McFarland
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Artist Educator Gillian Adair McFarland describes how she
makes her delicate drawings that can be sensed through touch.

This project was shared with AccessArt as part of the 40
Artist Educator Project, funded by Arts Council England,
aiming to highlight and celebrate artist-led teaching and
facilitation.

Surface Impact Drawings - Making Sensory Drawings by Gillian
Adair McFarland

My resource is about the artist's evolving thought process.
Originally a painter and art therapist, I began to work like
this in response to my mothers blindness and her way of
experiencing things through touch. I found myself drawn to to
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the impact of these connections, discovering the lines of her
touch on the walls of the house as she guided herself about. I
liked the idea of making marks without "making marks", that
the invisiblity of pressure can be made so visible on paper or
walls.

Drawing or painting poses a threat to many people, fear of
making a mistake, making a mess or not making a 'good enough'
picture. My process is about working with the surface of the
paper and enjoying the safety of a repetitive action that
focuses on the simple action and builds into the complexity of
an image.
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Creative practitioners, educators, teachers parents,
learners..

An Organisation...
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Schools, Cblleges,

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring pattern
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This is featured in the ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Shaheen Ahmed
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talking points: Louise Despont
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Creating Decorative Designs
From Birds: Mark Making,
Texture and Pattern by Andrea
Butler

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Making Birds
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Featured in the ‘Making Birds Pathway’

Talking Points: Inspired by Birds

Intuitive Art- Freedom to
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Paint by Natasha Day

Quick Clay Figurative
Sketches

See This Resource Used In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: The Art of Display

This is featured in the ‘The Art of

Display’ pathway

talking points: What is a plinth
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talking points: Thomas J Price

Layers 1n the Landscape by
Emma Davies

You May Also Like...

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Cardboard and paper
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diary of a sculptural sketchbook


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-cardboard-and-paper/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/concertina-landscapes/

Making Big Monotypes with
Sheila Ceccarelli

Working WITH and 1IN the
Landscape by Frances Hatch

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: using natural materials to make
images

A

This 1s featured in the ‘Using Natural

Materials to Make Images’ pathway
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Talking Points: Frances Hatch
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Talking Points: What is a cyanotype


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-frances-hatch/
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Talking Points: Artists as explorers and
collectors

Sketchbooks: Drawing Someone
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Drawing Something

From Drawing to Collage to
Casting — Mural Design with
Primary Schools

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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Newspaper Heads by Sharon
Gale

Responding to Place by Claire
Louise Mather

Emma Copley - Painting a
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Still Life and Seeing Colour

Cut Paper Collage Still Life

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Still Life



This is featured in the ‘Explore Still
Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul Cezanne

talking points: Contemporary still life
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talking points: Flemish and Dutch Still
Life Painters

Drypoint Etching


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-contemporary-still-life/
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You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits

video enabled printmaking resources
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Creating and Drawing an Art
Installation

How to Cast — Simple, Two
Piece Casting Using Clay &
Plaster
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Nest

See This Resource Used 1in
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Sculpture, Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

This is featured in the ‘Sculpture,
Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’

pathway
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Talking Points: What can we learn from
birds
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Drawing Hands

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Form Through Drawing

This is featured in the ‘Exploring Form
Through Drawing’ pathway

Drawing Like a Caveman — Handprint Art
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ach you to leok morerclosely...

Painting the Savannah by
Chloe Williams
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Rosemary Cronin: Memory
Mining and Drawing on Dreams
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