Expressive Charcoal Collage:
Coal Mines

By Laura McKendry

In this resource, artist Laura McKendry demonstrates different
ways to make expressive marks using charcoal, in order to
create a collage of a coal mine scene. This resource has been
made in response to the exhibition Drawing in The Dark, a
curation of Henry Moore's coal mining drawings, inspired by
the release of a new book written by art historian (and
AccessArt Trustee), Chris Owen. Henry Moore is best known for
his modernist sculptures but in 1942 he spent a week drawing
in a Yorkshire coal mine, creating charcoal sketches of miners
by the 1light of his headlamp. It was an experience he
described as "a dense darkness you could touch, the whirring
din of the coal-cutting machine, throwing into the air black
dust ... all in stifling heat. I have never had a tougher day
in my life".

By the end of this workshop, students will have explored ways
of working expressively and abstractly using charcoal,
explored different mark-making processes and have considered
contrast in tone, structure, texture and line weight in
building an abstract composition portraying the enclosed space
of a coal mine.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-charcoal-collage-coal-mines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-charcoal-collage-coal-mines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/laura-mckendry/
https://henry-moore.org/whats-on/henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark-st-albans/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark/
https://shop.henry-moore.org/products/drawing-in-the-dark
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An Organisation...


https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help

us all reach our creative potential.

See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..


https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/




You May Also Like

charcoal cave

Pathway: An Exploration of Coal Mining,
Inspired By Henry Moore


https://www.accessart.org.uk/charcoal-cave/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-charcoal/

Exploring Macbeth Through
Art: Witch’s Capes

Exploring Macbeth Through
Art: Heath Landscapes

Charcoal Cave


https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-macbeth-through-art-the-witches/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-macbeth-through-art-the-witches/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-macbeth-through-art-heath-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-macbeth-through-art-heath-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/charcoal-cave/

See This Resource Used
In Schools..










You May Also Like..

Pathway: Gestural Drawing with
charcoal

This 1s featured in the ‘Gestural
Drawing with Charcoal’ pathway

Talking points: Edgar degas


https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/

Talking Points: What 1s
Chiaroscuro?

Talking Points: Cave Art


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-charcoal-drawings-by-degas/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-chiaroscuro/

Session Recording: exploring
Charcoal



https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cave-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-exploring-charcoal/

Henry Moore’s Shelter
Drawings

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Form Through
Drawing

This 1s featured in the
‘Exploring Form Through Drawing’
pathway

Watercolour Washes Inspired by


https://www.accessart.org.uk/henry-moores-shelter-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/henry-moores-shelter-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/

the Tapestries of Henry Moore

Life Drawing Class:
Visual Impressions

Pastel and Rubber
Chiaroscuro Drawings


https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-visual-impressions/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-visual-impressions/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/

Composite Still Life
Studies 1n Candlelight

The Winter Tree
Challenge: A Combined
Sculpture & Drawing
Project!

This post shares an hour long session at the
AccessArt Art Lab, in which the young teenagers
(12 and 13 years) worked on two projects
simultaneously: a shared winter forest drawing in
charcoal, and a sculpture challenge to make a
winter tree. The time and material constraints
resulted in an energetic and inventive session. By
Paula Briggs


https://www.accessart.org.uk/composite-still-life-studies-in-candlelight/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/composite-still-life-studies-in-candlelight/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the_winter_tree_challenge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the_winter_tree_challenge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the_winter_tree_challenge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the_winter_tree_challenge/

Graphite Sketches of
Artist Retreats

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Mixed Media Land and
city scapes

This is featured in the ‘Mixed

Media Land and City Scapes’



https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite-sketches-of-artist-retreats/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite-sketches-of-artist-retreats/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/

pathway

Talking Points: Vanessa Gardiner

Talking Points: The Shoreditch
Sketcher



https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-vanessa-gardiner/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shoreditch-sketcher/

Talking Points: Kittie Jones

Sketchbook Exercise:
Drawing Brushes with
Charcoal

Drawing Flames

Teenagers are led on several guided drawing
exercises exploring mark making to the rhythm of a


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-kittie-jones/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-exercise-drawing-brushes-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-exercise-drawing-brushes-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-exercise-drawing-brushes-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-flames/

burning flame.

Life Drawing: Using
Tone by Hester Berry

Painting the Light and
the Dark..

Show Me The Shadows


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-using-tone-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-using-tone-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-the-light-and-the-dark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-the-light-and-the-dark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see/

Teenagers Explore
Expressive Drawing with
Charcoal and Soft
Pastels

Students intuitively respond to marks, allowing
forms and rhythmic lines to emerge. Full AccessArt
Members Only

Drawing Stories:
IlTlustrations by
Children

Using small toys, charcoal and text to create
drawings rich in narrative. Full AccessArt Members

Only



https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-explore-expressive-drawing-with-charcoal-and-soft-pastels/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-explore-expressive-drawing-with-charcoal-and-soft-pastels/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-explore-expressive-drawing-with-charcoal-and-soft-pastels/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-explore-expressive-drawing-with-charcoal-and-soft-pastels/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-stories-illustrations-by-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-stories-illustrations-by-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-stories-illustrations-by-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394

Drawing Skulls 1n
Candle Light

Teenagers learn about chiaroscuro drawing
zoological skulls, on loan from University Museum
of Zoology, Cambridge, illuminated by candle
light. Full AccessArt Members Only

Drawing by Torchlight

How drawing with charcoal can torchlight can
produce dramatic, atmospheric illustrations! Full

AccessArt Members Only

Drawing Shells Big 1in
Charcoal

A step by step approach to help teenagers draw
shells in charcoal.Full AccessArt Members Only



https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-skulls-in-candle-light-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-skulls-in-candle-light-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-by-torchlight/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shells-big-in-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shells-big-in-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394

