
The Art Of Zines
By Stephanie Cubbin

In  this  post  Stephanie  shares  a  beautiful  and  thought
provoking  zine  created  by  a  group  of  creative  Sixth  Form
students. Through curation and design students have amplified
their voices collectively and have taken ownership of their
work.  This  could  be  an  exciting  project  for  students
interested in editorial work or those who like to use their
creativity to make their voice heard.

"A  definition  of  the  zine  is  often  self-published,
counterculture  and  small  in  circulation.  Many  are  anti-
authoritarian  and  therefore  by  in  large,  attractive  to
teenagers as a way to explore their own cultural identities
and creativity.

My brilliant colleague is a collector of old discarded books
and magazines, and the development of the zine came from her
finding a way to use all the wonderful adverts in the donated
Oxfam books. This, with a cohort of art students that were
excellent creative writers too, saw the beginning of the sixth
form zine."

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-art-of-zines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/stephanie-cubbin/




The first Zine ‘Zeena’ involved selecting student artwork,
collecting vintage imagery, using their drawings and paintings
from  their  current  project,  and  then  digitising  it.  The
layering and presentation of visual imagery is all completed
digitally. The process is repeated for further issues, using
the format again and again and the cutting and layering of
imagery is an important part of the process.

 







The students use this graphics skill in their art coursework
books, developing more sophisticated collaging and layering
with their secondary resources. Images from photocopies of
books cut and drawn into, old manuscripts and sheet music to
music printed onto and magazine images used to support the
text that has been created by the students.

 





A core team of sixth form Art students create all of the
content, including the poetry, writing and collected material
collages. Encouraging the students to take the responsibility
and ownership of the zine after the first copy is always part
of the thinking and some students take greater responsibility
for the zine at different times, depending on their workload.
The zine is seen as a way to give confidence and positive
feedback for students work, students are often asked to share
work they have created in the zine, and then asked to make
further literary contributions too.

 







The Zine has been recently given a revamp and a new name - the
Anchoress.  Currently  students  who  are  interested  in  an
editorial career or those that want to speak out around areas
of interest find themself drawn to the zine as a way to make
themself heard. There is always an appreciation for exciting
art and students approach their peers asking to use their
work. A collective voice. Currently they are now thinking of
selling the zine to their peers to make the printing of it
sustainable  and  even  get  some  extra  materials  for  their
creativity.

 



As  a  department,  we  are  working  to  expand  the  variety,
experience and understanding of what art and creativity is.
Any opportunities to widen the experiences of students to work
cross disciplinary is part of our vision and ethos.



 



Website: https://stephaniecubbin.org

This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

https://stephaniecubbin.org


We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

You Might Also Like…
Pathway: Print & Activism

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Print  &
Activism’ pathway

Talking Points: Luba Lukova

https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/


Talking Points: What is a Zine?

Making  Large  Scale,  Screenprinted,
Collaged, Co-Created Campaign Posters!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-luba-lukova/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-a-zine/


Making an Artist’s Book

Book Artists

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-large-scale-screenprinted-collaged-co-created-campaign-posters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-an-artists-book/


Lino  Printing  Inspired  by
Gestural Drawings

Redesigning Food Packaging

You May Also Like…
Pathway: 2D Drawing to 3D Making

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-book-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/lino-inspired-by-gestural-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/lino-inspired-by-gestural-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/redesigning-food-packaging/


This is featured in the ‘2D Drawing to 3D
Making’ pathway

Talking Points: Packaging Design

What is Typography

https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-packaging-design/


Printmaking using Packaging

Personalising  a  Sketchbook
with Mark Making and Collage

Using  a  Found  Book  for  a
Sketchbook

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-typography/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/printmaking-using-packaging/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/personalising-a-sketchbook-with-mark-making-and-collage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/personalising-a-sketchbook-with-mark-making-and-collage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-a-found-book-for-a-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-a-found-book-for-a-sketchbook/


Making a Backwards Sketchbook

Animal  Habitats:  An
Ecological  Mural  of  Planet
Earth
Vicki Ostersen visits her local Primary School to create a
beautiful  large  scale  mural  of  animals  in  their  natural
habitats.

Ink Collage Inspired by The
Wolf Wilder
Using a well loved children’s book as a starter for creating a
beautiful  and  varied  collage  using  different  inking
techniques.

Botanical Fairies

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-backwards-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink-collage-inspired-by-the-wolf-wilder/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink-collage-inspired-by-the-wolf-wilder/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/botanical-fairies/


Rainbows and Waves for Grey
Days

Inspired!  Re-Creating  Cupid
and Psyche in Mixed Media by
Year Fives at Linton Heights
Year Five teacher, Kirsty Webb, shares her pupils’ Inspire
journey and their response to the Renaissance painting of
Cupid and Psyche by Jacopo Del Sellaio at the Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge and the benefits of having a full immersion
into materials and working together as a class on a shared
project.

Unesco: Celebrating the Power
of Making!
Inspired by Paula’s recent rousing film, ‘It’s in Our Hands’,
artist Jan Miller pulled images together from her own teaching
to illustrate the things the children in her classroom do with
their hands

https://www.accessart.org.uk/rainbows-and-waves-for-grey-days/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/rainbows-and-waves-for-grey-days/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-re-creating-cupid-psyche-mixed-media-by-year-fives-linton-heights/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-re-creating-cupid-psyche-mixed-media-by-year-fives-linton-heights/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-re-creating-cupid-psyche-mixed-media-by-year-fives-linton-heights/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/unesco-celebrating-the-power-of-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/unesco-celebrating-the-power-of-making/


Cupid  and  Psyche:  How  a
Fifteenth-Century Renaissance
Panel Became the Most Loved
Painting in Cambridgeshire
Sheila Ceccarelli tells the story of how Cupid and Psyche,
painted by Jacopo Del Sellaio, an Italian Renaissance artist,
came to become the most loved painting in Cambridgeshire.
Inspire  is  an  exhibition  of  art  made  by  primary  school
children and celebrates the creativity of our local schools.
It champions the on-going importance of cultural learning and
the visual arts for children and young people. A chance also
to see Del Sellaio’s Cupid and Psyche on display next to the
children’s work. 

Thinking Silhouettes

Mini World Light Boxes
Teacher Anna Campbell shares this beautiful resource which
shares how children aged between 4 and 7 years old, made
‘Light’ boxes. This project could easily be adapted for an
older class and is brilliant for SEN children/adults.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cupid-and-psyche-how-a-fifteenth-century-renaissance-panel-became-the-most-loved-painting-in-cambridgeshire/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cupid-and-psyche-how-a-fifteenth-century-renaissance-panel-became-the-most-loved-painting-in-cambridgeshire/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cupid-and-psyche-how-a-fifteenth-century-renaissance-panel-became-the-most-loved-painting-in-cambridgeshire/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cupid-and-psyche-how-a-fifteenth-century-renaissance-panel-became-the-most-loved-painting-in-cambridgeshire/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thinkingsilhouettes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mini-world-light-boxes/


Wall Drawings with Tape

Abstract  Face  –  Relief
Sculptures
In this construction and painting resource, students make an
abstract face, relief sculpture from cardboard, adding colour,
texture and metal findings. This resource was inspired by the
work of Kimmy Cantrell, a self-taught contemporary artist who
uses  asymmetry  to  question  long-established  views  around
beauty.

Anthropomorphic  Animal
Paintings
This painting activity looks at giving human characteristics
to animals. Anthropomorphism is making something which is not
human, more human like for e.g Miss Piggy, Mickey Mouse and
the characters created by Beatrix Potter. This activity was
inspired by the paintings of two contemporary artists who use
anthropomorphism  in  their  work,  Ken  Hoffman  and  Svjetlan
Junakovic.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wall-drawings-with-tape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/abstract-face-relief-sculptures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/abstract-face-relief-sculptures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/anthropomorphic-animal-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/anthropomorphic-animal-paintings/


‘Painting’ with Plasticine
In this resource, students create an A4 plasticine painting on
mountboard,  in  a  theme  of  their  choice.  The  artwork  is
completed with a painted border using water based paints. This
project took six, one hour sessions to complete but if you
can’t allocate that amount of time, reduce the size of the
mountboard to A5 or smaller.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-plasticine/

