Making Metal Badges by Maria
Whetman

A 40 Artist Educator Resource:
Be Inspired by Maria Whetman

Scrap metal graphic-art badges inspired by Peter
Blake and the painting Self-portrait with badges
1961

Artist and craftsperson Maria Whetman shares a workshop
process, in which students can have fun creating wearable
metal badges from unwanted tins.

This project was shared with AccessArt as part of the 40
Artist Educator Project, funded by Arts Council England,
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aiming to highlight and celebrate artist-led teaching and
facilitation.

“Tins ain't what they used to be!” Badges Project by Maria
Whetman

Adaptive Re-Use is the theme behind this workshop in which
students make a wearable graphic-art composition badge by
reclaiming metal from tins that once contained such products
as tea, treacle, biscuits and mustard. Mix it up with postcard
cuttings, found objects and bits of broken jewellery. Play
with word, image, shape and colour composition by snipping,
filing, emery-papering, folding, hammering, slotting, punching
and forming with ordinary tools, to construct a layered design
from the printed steel packaging of unwanted tins.

Students need to think about how the shapes will be held under
the folded-over edges of the badge frame and will learn how to
‘cold connect’. The badges could be just decorative or contain
material that makes a statement, comment or narrative. This 1is
a workshop for young people aged 13+, whether they are
interested in Pop-Art, graphic design, jewellery or very
simple metal-smithing.
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Creative practitioners, educators, teachers, parents,
learners..
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SChools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

Bad Cat: Inspiration for Art
Week
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You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Literacy

the making of rabbit, cactus, accident

Making Broadway Market
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Set Design with Primary Aged
Children

Beautifully illustrated resources shares how year 3, 4, 5 and
6 children at Bourn Primary Academy explored set design
through drawing and making.

Designing Wallpaper!

Using photocopied drawings to design wallpaper! Full AccessArt
Members Only
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Making Sculptures: The Chair
And Me

Paper Dress by Andrea Butler

Introducing Set Designing -
Exercises to Respond to Text
— Model Making

You May Also Like...

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Cardboard and paper
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set design resources
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Set Designing — Exercises to
Respond to Text —
Experimental Drawing

Artist, Rachel Thompson, shows teenagers how to express the
meaning of words with drawing not text. Full AccessArt Members

Only

Easy Lino Printing with Zeena
Shah

Zeena Shah, London based fabric designer, opens up her studio
for a lino print workshop. This resource shows a simple step
by step guide on how to lino print.
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Decorated Paper Bowls

Festive coiled paper bowls decorated with drawings and
collage.

Making Cotton Reel Motors and
Obstacle Tracks

Making a coton reel motor and a landscape for it to explore —
perfect to inspire drawing and making in children. Full
AccessArt Members Only

Tool Box: Making Games (DT
Project)

Tool Box is a series of digital resources which promote and
enable Design through Making, and support Design & technology
in schools. Aimed at primary or secondary aged children, Tool
Box comprises of a series of videos/teachers notes and digital
modules which together provide a short course to encourage
children to take an active part in designing and making
fairground games/sideshows which can be used at school
fetes/community fairs as a fundraiser.
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2. Materials for Design and
Technology.

3. Gathering Tools and
Equipment for Design and
Technology.

4. Getting Started — Thinking
of Ideas for your Game

5. Find your Materials for
Design and Technology Project
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6. Testing, Testing, Testing
your Game

8. Sell, Sell, Sell — Promote
your Game!

7. Miss, I’ve Finished -
Reflecting on your project.

1. Welcome to Tool Box Design
and Technology Project:
Introduction for Pupils
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