Autobiographical Houses

By Helena Lyons

This project is inspired by the work ‘House’ by
British contemporary artist Rachel Whiteread, a
monumental concrete cast of the inside of a
Victorian terraced house made in the early 1990s.

In this activity, learners are invited to consider
spaces where they feel safe, how those spaces make
them feel, and the memories they associate with
them. To ensure inclusion and sensitivity towards
our different experiences of home, 1invite
learners, where applicable, to consider other
spaces that feel safe for them. This could be
their home, a particular room in school, a house
from a story, a friend’s house, a den, a
treehouse, or even a museum.

Using a range of techniques such as cardboard
construction and frottage (rubbings),
monoprinting and collage, leaners will create a
freestanding structure of an ‘autobiographical
house’ that communicates personal feelings and
associations.

This activity is aimed at KS1 and KS2 children,
but could be adapted and enjoyed by older age
groups too. To engage fully with the range of
techniques, you will need between 3 and 4 one hour
sessions to complete this activity.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/autobiographical-houses/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/helena-lyons/
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-britain/turner-prize-1993/turner-prize-1993-artists-rachel-whiteread
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/artists/who-rachel-whiteread
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?s=mono+printing
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collage-and-assemblage/

Log in as a member to access the resource below.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/login/




Please log in here to access full content.
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-login.php?action=lostpassword

To access all content, I would like to
join as..
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Creative practitioners, educators, teachers, parents,
learners..

An Organisation...


https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help

us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like...

Printed Houses


https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/

Talking Points: Architecture


https://www.accessart.org.uk/printed-houses/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-treehouse/

Sketch Your World: Drawing
The Details

Sketch Your World:
Perspective

Sketch Your World: Choosing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-thinking-about-architecture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-details/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-details/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-subject-matter/

Subject Matter

Sketch Your World: Materials

Sketch Your World:
Sketchbooks & Composition

Sketch Your World: The Basics

Which Artists: Liz West

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It’s really interesting to hear how the interest


https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-subject-matter/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-materials/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-basics/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-liz-west/

Liz has in the quality of light comes from a
personal place and is something she has responded
to since childhood. Seeing how her work has
developed over the years 1is therefore a really
positive re enforcement that individual creative
journeys, where nurtured, are so central to a rich
arts education. We also love hearing Liz is always
on the ‘quest for knowledge’ — meaning she is open
to her ideas constantly evolving and the process
of gathering new information and inspiration never
stops!” — Rachel, AccessArt

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Brave Colour

This is featured in the ‘Brave colour’
pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes


https://www.accessart.org.uk/brave-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/brave-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/brave-colour/

Find out how pupils can respond to

artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see

b
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Enable close looking and drawing with

this exercise

Lightbulb Art


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/

Mini World Light Boxes

Visual Arts Planning: LIght and Dark



https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-bulbing-with-sharon-gale/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mini-world-light-boxes/

Shadow Puppet Making and
Performance

How Middle Eastern architecture was the inspiration behind a
shadow puppet show for a year 4 class. A great opportunity for
children to learn the technical aspects of making puppets, but
also using narrative and story to create a performance.

Home: The Little House on
West Street LockDown Project



https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-light-and-dark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shadow-puppet-making-and-performance/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shadow-puppet-making-and-performance/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/home-the-little-house-on-west-street-lockdown-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/home-the-little-house-on-west-street-lockdown-project/

Unesco: Celebrating the Power
of Making!

Inspired by Paula’s recent rousing film, ‘It’s in Qur Hands',
artist Jan Miller pulled images together from her own teaching
to illustrate the things the children in her classroom do with
their hands

David Parr House - “What’s
Your Space?”

In celebration of the opening of David Parr House 1in
Cambridge, this resource aims to inspire children aged 8 to 12
to explore design.

Inspire: Teachers

This post is based on CPD (Continued Professional Development)
sessions in February and March 2019, hosted and delivered by
the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge in collaboration with
AccessArt, for Cambridgeshire teachers participating 1in
Inspire 2020 Project.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/unesco-celebrating-the-power-of-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/unesco-celebrating-the-power-of-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/david-parr-house/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/david-parr-house/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspire-2020-teachers/

Nursery Night Time Collage

Inspired by the AccessArt Village, artist Rachel Thompson
works with pre-school aged children in St Matthew’s Nursery
School, Cambridge to make their very own night time scenes
with collage and wax-resist.

The AccessArt Village and How
a Small Idea can be Big

Sheila Ceccarelli from AccessArt leads year nine students from
Frances Bardsley Academy for Girls on a collective drawing and
collage experience exploring the #AccessArtVillage in BRG
Brentwood Road Gallery. Students absorb this stunning
collection of sewn houses and inspired by thread and stitches,
make their own creative responses.

Installing Artwork in “To
Scale” Gallery


https://www.accessart.org.uk/nursery-night-time-collage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-accessart-village-and-how-a-small-idea-can-be-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-accessart-village-and-how-a-small-idea-can-be-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/installing-artwork/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/installing-artwork/

Making an Ink and Wax Village
with Pupils in Mansfield

Making a Pocket Gallery

This post shares an idea devised by Anne-Louise Quinton in
which she enables children and teenagers to revisit the
“ordinary” and resee it’s potential. The activity is a great
way not only to inspire children as artists and curators, but
also to introduce them to a whole range of concepts and
vocabulary. It would be a great activity to use in a museum
and gallery education context, as well as the classroonm.

Ink & Foamboard Architecture

Inspired by “Amphis” by Folke Kobberling and Martin Kaltwasser
at Wysing Arts Centre, this post shares how the children went
on to make architectural models based upon their exploration
with Paula Briggs.

Inspired by Christo: Mixed


https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-an-inky-waxy-village-with-pupils-in-mansfield/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-an-inky-waxy-village-with-pupils-in-mansfield/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-pocket-gallery/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink-foamboard-architecture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-by-christo-mixed-media-drawings/

Media Drawings


https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-by-christo-mixed-media-drawings/

