
Using  Negative  Space  to
Believe  What  You  See  (  &
Scaling Up)
By Paula Briggs

At the AccessArt Art Club for ages 7, 8 and 9, we followed on
from our exploration of perspective through drawing Lego with
a "Believing What You See" Challenge! When we draw, we often
assume we know what something looks like. When we really look
at an object it's often hard to really believe in the shapes
we see (should that leg really be so high up and small??), and
our mind often tries to trick us into drawing what we think it
SHOULD look like.

In this exercise, children used their knowledge of negative
and positive spaces, and the grid method, to create scaled up
drawings of dog silhouettes. The shapes in the silhouettes are
often "strange" or "unlikely" and yet the end result to the
eye says "dog". Through this exercises children learnt to
trust what they see, and to appreciate the relationship of
"part" to "whole".
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Using  the  grid  method,  combined  with  seeing
negative  and  positive  shapes,  to  scale  up  a
drawing
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join as…

An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Pathway: 2D Drawing to 3D Making
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This is featured in the ‘2D Drawing to 3D
Making’ pathway

Talking Points: Lubaina Himid

https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-lubaina-himid/


Emma  Copley  –  Painting  a
Still Life and Seeing Colour

Experimental  Drawing  –
Process over Outcome
Artist and facilitator Sharon Kelly shares an inspirational
mark-making workshop in which participants are encouraged to
take risks in their work.

Layered  Colour  Gestural
Drawing
Using colour to help develop gestural drawing skills. Full
AccessArt Members Only

Simple  Drawing  Exercise:
Drawing to the Slow Rhythm of
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a Metronome
Making slow, careful drawings of paper, using an iPhone to set
the rhythm!

The  Visual  Diary  Journey  –
Join Us!
Start your own Visual Diary! Be Inspired by Andrea Butler and
Morag Thomson Merriman

Making  a  Blind  Contour
Drawing

Drawing Feathers: Perfect for
Mark Making
How  to  Draw  Feathers  inspired  by  John  Ruskin’s  Peacock
Feather.  Beautiful  sketches  resulting  from  an  appropriate
warm-up  exercise  and  combinations  of  drawing  materials.
Suitable for all ages.
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Making  a  Shy  Drawing  –
Drawing  Exercises  for
Beginners
Find out what a “shy drawing” is and how it can help you
focus. These exercises and suggestions provide a focus which
enables pupils and teachers to explore different aspects of
making a drawing, including sound, action and intention. Full
AccessArt Members Only

Drawing Speed

Sketchbook  Warm-Up  by  Jo
Blaker
An  ice  breaker  sketchbook  exercise  shared  by  Jo  Blaker  –
perfect for use in school. Full AccessArt Members Only
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Turning  Paper  into  Fur  –
Creative Drawing Prompts

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…
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You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds

Featured in the ‘Making Birds’ pathway
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Gentle  Eye  Drawings  –  A
Creative Drawing Exercise
Only

Shy Drawing, Loud Drawing PDF
Download
Think creatively about how you make a drawing. Full AccessArt
Members Only
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