
Insect Cubes

By Jan Miller

Jan Miller is an Art and Design teacher with more
than  25  years’  experience  working  in  formal
education settings, currently teaching ages 4-15. 
In  this  resource,  facilitated  with  Year  8,
learners were challenged to create observational
and  expressive  drawings  of  insects  set  inside
resin cubes, focusing on scale and materials.

The activity consisted of two one-hour sessions in
which learners first worked on a small scale to
explore  the  potential  of  different  materials
before  moving  on  to  larger  drawings  using  a
spontaneous, bold, and expressive approach. The
distortion  of  the  insects  within  the  cubes,
combined with the unusual angles and shifts in
scale, made them ideal subjects for expressive
drawing.

This activity celebrates messy, experimental, and
individual responses, guiding learners through an
exploratory  journey  with  materials  towards  the
creation of a finished piece.

Log in as a member below to access the resource.
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Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...

https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Drawing insects big

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


continuous line minibeasts

iridescent insects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-minibeasts-using-a-continuous-line-graphite-and-oil-pastel/


Fruit Plates

You May Also Like…
working on black paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/iridescent-insects/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/fruit-plates/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/


cut paper still life collage

graphic inky still life

Making a Ruler Drawing (of a

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-ruler-drawing-of-a-bag/


Bag)

Playing With Perspective

You May Also Like…
Other Resources by Joe Gamble

Adapting  AccessArt:  Colour  and
Composition

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-ruler-drawing-of-a-bag/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/playing-with-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/joe-gamble/


Thoughtful Mark making

Adapting  AccessArt:  Colour
and Composition

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/


You May Also Like
Manipulating Forms in Landscape Painting

Layered Colour Gestural Drawing

Cut Paper Collage Still Life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/manipulating-forms-in-landscape-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/four-colour-gestural-drawing/


Adapting AccessArt: Egypt in
Ink

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-egypt-in-ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-egypt-in-ink/


https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/


https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/


https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/


You May Also Like…
Graphite

ink

Graphic inky still life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/


Painted and Sculptural Plant
Pots

You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/


Painting on Plaster Inspired by Vincent
Van Gogh

Cut Paper Collage Still Life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/oil-pastel-and-graphite-on-plaster/


Working on Black Paper

You Might Also Like…
Drawing Spirals

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-spirals/


Thinking Silhouettes

Painting with Poster Paint

Deconstructing  to  Help  You

https://www.accessart.org.uk/thinkingsilhouettes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-poster-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/


See

You May Also Like
ten minutes, five times a week

the drawing journey

https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


all drawing resources

Insect Hotels

You May Also Like
patterns with nature

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/insect-hotels/


Continuous Line Drawings of sticks

Making  a  Mask  from  Sticks  and  Tissue
Paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/patterns-with-nature/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawings-squiggle-drawings-of-sticks-2/


Taking Photos of 3D Artwork

You May Also Like…
Pathway: An Exploration of Coal
Mining

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-halloween-mask/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/taking-photos-of-3d-artwork/


This resource is features in the
‘An Exploration of Coal Mining’
pathway

Exploring Scale with Green Screen

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-scale-with-green-screen/


painting on a screen

Exploring  A  Midsummer
Night’s  Dream:  Making
Magic Spells

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-on-screen/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-making-magic-spells/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-making-magic-spells/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-making-magic-spells/


Exploring  A  Midsummer
Night’s Dream: Creating
a  Forest  Collage  Part
One

Drawing With Your Feet

What We Like About This
Resource
“I  love  this  resource  because  I  can
picture  the  energy  in  the  classroom
whilst  students  enjoy  the  process  of
mark-making using their feet. Creating
drawings with parts of the body other
than  hands  can  be  really  freeing;
students will hopefully look at their

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-with-your-feet/


drawings in a less critical way, with
the  emphasis  of  the  activity  being
more about the process than the outcome.
It might be a nice addition to use a
viewfinder to zoom in on areas where the
marks  collide  in  interesting  ways”  –
Tobi, AccessArt.

Nests:  Observational
Ink Drawing

See This Resoucre Used
In Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/nests-observational-ink-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nests-observational-ink-drawing/


You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/
https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/


This  is  featured  in  the
‘Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness  &  Determination’
pathway

Talking Points: What can we learn
from birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-can-we-learn-from-birds/


Drawing source material: nests

Nests: Materials, Tools
Testing and Sketchbooks

See This Resource Used
In Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nests-materials-tools-testing-and-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nests-materials-tools-testing-and-sketchbooks/


You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/
https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/


This  is  featured  in  the
‘Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness  &  Determination’
pathway

Talking Points: What can we learn
from birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-can-we-learn-from-birds/


Drawing source material: nests

Still  Life
Compositions:  Inspired
by Cezanne

What We Like About This
Resource….

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/


“This activity walks through a number of
different  processes  and  taps  into
multiple  skills.This  provides  a  rich
exploratory  project  for  children  to
fully immerse themselves in. Cezanne was
the focus artist for this project, but
other contemporary still life painters
could be used as starter inspiration. We
actually advocate showing the work of
more  than  one  artist  as  this  builds
knowledge of how approaches to painting,
drawing  etc  differ.  This  also  helps
children  move  towards  a  personal
response rather than creating a ‘copy’
of  one  particular  artist’s  work”  –
Rachel, AccessArt

You Might Also Like….
Pathway: Exploring Still Life



This is featured in the ‘Explore
Still Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul Cezanne

talking  points:  Contemporary

https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cezanne/


still life

talking points: Flemish and Dutch
Still Life Painters

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-contemporary-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-flemish-and-dutch-still-life/


Which  Artists:  Jason
Line

What We Like About This
Resource….
“It’s always so inspiring to hear how
different  artists  work  and  we
particularly  like  the  detailed
references Jake makes to his process –
marking  out  the  composition  using
neutral tones; adding and taking away
compositional  elements  and  gradually
building  in  more  colour  and  detail.
Delivering a still life session in a
classroom could begin with this process
and encourage the practice of looking at
positive  and  negative  space.  Some
suggested resources below also touch on
this”. – Rachel, AccessArt

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-jason-line/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-jason-line/


You Might Also Like….

Tackling Still Life for Children

Drawing Negative Space

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-negative-space-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-negative-space-2/


Visual Arts Planning: Still Life

Making a Scroll Drawing

Shells:  Observational
and Imaginative Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/scroll-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/


You May Also Like…
Still Life Compositions

Drawing Spiral Snails

https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spiral-snails-drawing-spirals/


Drawing Spirals

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-spirals/

