
Fruit Plates

By Jan Miller

Jan Miller is an Art and Design teacher with more
than  25  years’  experience  working  in  formal
education settings, currently teaching ages 4-15.
In  this  pupil  favourite,  Jan  demonstrates  the
process  of  creating  still-life  mixed-media
paintings with Year 5 learners, using fruit and
patterned plates as the subject.

This three-part activity, delivered across three
one-hour sessions, was developed to help learners
experiment with using colour mixing to capture
tone  and  form.  In  addition  to  building  their
understanding of primary and secondary colours,
learners practised their observational skills and
explored new materials and techniques throughout
each session. Each technique was demonstrated to
ensure the activity was fully inclusive for mixed-
ability and SEND learners, who were able to work
independently to create unique mixed-media pieces.
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join as…

An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...

https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
working on black paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


cut paper still life collage

graphic inky still life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/


Finding  Kindness  in  Marks
Made by Artists

You May Also Like…
AccessArt  art  week  2026:  Curiosity  and
Kindness

https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/kind-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/kind-mark-making/


AccessArt  art  week  2026:  Curiosity  and
Kindness Activities

explore other art week themes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-art-week-2026/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-art-week-2026-activities/


Experimental mark-making tools

the anatomy of a pencil

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-art-weeks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/experimental-mark-making-tools/


Finding  Marks  Through  Drawings  Made  by
Artists

Adapting  AccessArt:  Sequence

https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-anatomy-of-a-pencil/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-sequence-and-story-building/


and Story Building

You May Also Like…
3-panel drawing challenge

Drawing Stories

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-sequence-and-story-building/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/3-panel-drawing-challenge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-stories-illustrations-by-children/


Making a Ruler Drawing (of a
Bag)

Playing With Perspective

You May Also Like…
Other Resources by Joe Gamble

Adapting  AccessArt:  Colour  and
Composition

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-ruler-drawing-of-a-bag/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-ruler-drawing-of-a-bag/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/playing-with-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/joe-gamble/


Thoughtful Mark making

Deconstructing  to  Help  You
See

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/


You May Also Like
ten minutes, five times a week

the drawing journey

all drawing resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


Analogue Drawing

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“This activity highlights how visual communication
can be used to convey emotion. When artwork is
relatable in a human and emotive way it can be
really powerful. Learning how to translate feeling
into mark-making is a really important skill and
can help children break down the essence of a
range of their own emotions, and communicate it
to others. Explore colour and a range of materials
to enrich this experience.” – Tobi, AccessArt.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/analogue-drawing/


Movement Maps

Finding  Marks  Through
Drawings Made by Artists

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools

https://www.accessart.org.uk/movement-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Typography and Maps



This is featured in the ‘Typography and
Maps’ pathway

Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint

This is featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,
Paint’ pathway

Session Recording: Finding Marks Made by

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/


Artists

Mark  Making  &  Sound:  Part
Three

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-made-by-artists-zoom-recording/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/


This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part One

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/


 

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/


This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part One

Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/


Mark-Making & Sound: Part One

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

This is featured in the ‘Music
and Art’ pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/


Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

Drawing to a Slow Rhythm

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/


Inspired by Miro

Drawing to Music

https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-drawing-exercise-drawing-to-the-slow-rhythm-of-a-metronome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/


Patterns with Nature

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Explore and Draw

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sharing-drawings-and-moving-colour-to-music/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/patterns-with-nature/


Featured  in  the  ‘Explore  and
Draw’ Pathway

Talking  Points:  Artists  as
Collectors and explorers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-artists-as-collectors-explorers/


AccessArt Digital Resources

Making a Scroll Drawing

Shells:  Observational
and Imaginative Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/digital-media/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/scroll-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/


You May Also Like…
Still Life Compositions

Drawing Spiral Snails

https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spiral-snails-drawing-spirals/


Drawing Spirals

One Roll of Paper,
Two Activities

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/one-roll-of-paper-two-activities/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/one-roll-of-paper-two-activities/


Drawing Small

You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Exploring  the
world though mono print

This  is  featured  in  the
‘Exploring  The  World
Through  Mono  print’

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawingsmall/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/


pathway

Drawing Large

Pastel  and  Rubber
Chiaroscuro
Drawings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing_large/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/


Rules  and
Resolutions

See  This
Resource  Used
In Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/rules-and-resolutions/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/rules-and-resolutions/


https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/


You  May  Also
Like…
Pathway:  Exploring
pattern

https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/


This  is  featured  in
the  ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Andy
Gilmore

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/


talking  points:
Louise Despont

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-andy-gilmore/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-louise-despont/


Drawing  Soft
Toys  Inspired
by  “Where  the
Wild  Things
Are” by Maurice
Sendak

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/


See  This
Resource  Used
In Schools…





You  May  Also
Like…
Pathway: Drawing and
Making  Inspired  by
Maurice Sendak

This  resource  is

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/


featured  in  the
‘Drawing  and  Making
Inspired  by  Maurice
Sendak’ pathway

Visual Arts Planning
Collections:  Toys,
puppets, dolls

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-toys-puppets-and-dolls/


talking  points:
maurice sendak

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-maurice-sendak/

