
Making  Drawings  using  a
Lightbox
A nine-year old describes a way to use a lightbox and a series
of stages to create figurative illustrations.

"When I make a drawing I don't draw from photographs or from
life, I draw from inside my head. So when I draw people, I
think beforehand what I want the person to be doing, what I
want them to be wearing, and what kind of personality they
might have. I like adding details which helps describe them,
but first I start drawing a rough sketch which helps me think
about the position of the arms, legs, head etc.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-drawings-using-lightbox/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-drawings-using-lightbox/


My rough sketches are made with pencil and I like to use
circles and lines to help me see the position of the body. I
can be quite sketchy, and if things go wrong I just rub out
and try again, but I do try to get the propotions right at



this stage. I think I work from instinct to do this.



Then when I am happy with my rough sketch I use my lightbox.
The lightbox helps me to see through my rough drawing, and I
draw another more detailed draiwng over the top on a new sheet
of  paper.  You  can  see  my  detailed  drawings  match  the
proportions  of  my  rough  drawings,  but  this  time  I  can
concentrate  on  detail.

You can buy lightboxes online for between £20 and £60. If you
haven't got one you can use sheets of paper at a window.

I like to use a Pental pen to make my detailed drawing, and
then I use Pro Markers to add colour. Pro Markers are great
because  you  can  blend  them.  Sometimes  I  make  my  detailed
drawings in pencil and then use pencil crayon to add colour.



In this video you can see how I work."















See also:

Enjoy this post by Quentin Blake about how he uses a lightbox,
and  enjoy  the  video  below  about  how  Quentin  creates  his
illustrations.

http://www.quentinblake.com/index.php/about-drawing/how-i-draw


Exploring  Portraits  with
Eleanor Somerset

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Portraits

Egg Box Gargoyles

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-portraits-eleanor-somerset/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-portraits-eleanor-somerset/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/


fruit inspired clay tiles

A  Cheerful  Orchestra  and
Other Ideas for Drawing Music

https://www.accessart.org.uk/egg-box-gargoyles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/fruit-inspired-clay-tiles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cheerful-orchestra-ideas-drawing-music-hannah-coulson/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cheerful-orchestra-ideas-drawing-music-hannah-coulson/


by Hannah Coulson

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

talking points: wassily Kandinsky

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cheerful-orchestra-ideas-drawing-music-hannah-coulson/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/


drawing source material: orchestras

Using  Sketchbooks  to  Inform
Larger Work

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-kandinsky/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-orchestras-and-instruments/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-inform-larger-work/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-inform-larger-work/


Painting on Glass

Sketching from a Source and
Using Photocopies to Develop
a Sketchbook Approach

Shrinkle Spaces

Making  Sensory  Drawings  by
Gillian Adair McFarland

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring pattern

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-glass/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketching-source-using-photocopies-develop-sketchbook-approach/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketching-source-using-photocopies-develop-sketchbook-approach/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketching-source-using-photocopies-develop-sketchbook-approach/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shrinkle-spaces/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making_sensory_drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making_sensory_drawings/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Shaheen Ahmed

talking points: Louise Despont

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shaheen-ahmed/


Page to Panel – How to Make
Manga by Irina Richards

Creating  Decorative  Designs
From  Birds:  Mark  Making,
Texture and Pattern by Andrea
Butler

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-louise-despont/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/page-panel-how-to-make-manga-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/page-panel-how-to-make-manga-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative_designs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative_designs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative_designs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative_designs/


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds

Featured in the ‘Making Birds Pathway’

Talking Points: Inspired by Birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-inspired-by-birds/


Layers  in  the  Landscape  by
Emma Davies

You May Also Like….
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Cardboard and paper

concertina landscapes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/layers-landscape-emma-davies/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/layers-landscape-emma-davies/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-cardboard-and-paper/


diary of a sculptural sketchbook

Working  WITH  and  IN  the
Landscape by Frances Hatch

https://www.accessart.org.uk/concertina-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/diary-of-a-sculptural-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-landscape-france-hatch/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-landscape-france-hatch/


See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…



You May Also Like…
Pathway: using natural materials to make
images



This is featured in the ‘Using Natural
Materials to Make Images’ pathway

Talking Points: Frances Hatch

Talking Points: Anna Atkins

https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-frances-hatch/


Talking Points: What is a cyanotype

Talking Points: Artists as explorers and
collectors

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-anna-atkins/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-a-cyanotype/


Sketchbooks:  Drawing  Someone
Drawing Something

From  Drawing  to  Collage  to
Casting – Mural Design with
Primary Schools

See  This  Resource  Used  In

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-artists-as-collectors-explorers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-drawing-someone-drawing-something/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-drawing-someone-drawing-something/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing_to_collage_to_mural/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing_to_collage_to_mural/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing_to_collage_to_mural/


Schools…

https://www.instagram.com/creativedaysbedford/
https://www.instagram.com/creativedaysbedford/
https://www.instagram.com/creativedaysbedford/


Responding to Place by Claire
Louise Mather

https://www.instagram.com/creativedaysbedford/
https://www.instagram.com/creativedaysbedford/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/responding-place-claire-mather/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/responding-place-claire-mather/


Emma  Copley  –  Painting  a
Still Life and Seeing Colour

Drypoint Etching

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Portraits

kitchen lithography

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting_a_still_life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting_a_still_life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drypoint_etching/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/


video enabled printmaking resources

Creating and Drawing an Art
Installation

https://www.accessart.org.uk/kitchen-lithography/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/video-enabled-printmaking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-drawing-art-installation/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-drawing-art-installation/


Nest

See  This  Resource  Used  in
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/nest/




You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Sculpture,
Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/


Talking Points: What can we learn from
birds

Drawing source material: nests

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-can-we-learn-from-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/


Drawing Hands

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Form Through Drawing

This is featured in the ‘Exploring Form
Through Drawing’ pathway

Drawing Like a Caveman – Handprint Art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-hands/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/


Continuous Line Drawings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-like-a-caveman/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/

