
Sketch  Your  World:
Perspective
By Phil Dean

‘Sketch Your World’ is a collaboration between artist Phil
Dean and AccessArt, aimed at helping students 16 and above be
inspired by their local landscape.

In this post Phil reframes the term ‘perspective’ to help you
think about how you want to interpret what you can see. Watch
the videos below and try the challenges.

If there’s one thing that unites urban artists, it’s being
scared when thinking about perspective. But I genuinely think
there  is  nothing  to  fear  for  the  beginner  and  my  simple
approach will free you up to enjoy your drawing experience.

Perspective is a scientific process in which our environment
behaves according to the laws of nature. But we don’t need to
worry about that!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/phil-dean/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world/


A lot has been written on the principles of perspective and if
you want to know more about this geometric technical world,
there are plenty of books that will help you to study the
science of it further. But I’d like to encourage you to join
me in the worry-free world of perspective, where inaccuracy is
welcomed and even encouraged. The key is to treat perspective
with respect but not let it rule your drawings.

https://www.artistsnetwork.com/art-mediums/learn-to-draw-perspective/


My simple technique to bringing perspective into my drawings
is to align my pen to the angle I’m looking at in my scene,
whether it’s a leaning crane, the angle made by two buildings
or a road leading into the distance, and then transfer that as
a line on the page. This easy trick has got me out of many
perspective scrapes where I wanted to get a more accurate
angle or an anchor line to build other angles off it. The key
as always with drawing is to continually look at the subject
matter – your focus should be on the scene in front of you and
not on the page under your pen.

Another helpful perspective trick that comes in very useful
when urban drawing is finding your eye line (which is the



horizon line) and then looking at how the perspective lines
come off it. To find your eye line, just look straight ahead
and see how the angles spread away from the central point that
you are looking at.

In the wider sense, perspective is how YOU see your world and
how you interpret it. People always talk about getting some
‘perspective’ — and that’s just an external view of something
that is viewed from where you are. How do YOU see something
and what is your viewpoint?

I like to draw my own version of perspective, I like it if
buildings don’t look quite as accurate when they go wonky and
the lines are wobbly. I like an inaccuracy to it because I
feel it brings personality to the drawing itself, and what I’m
more  interested  in  is  you  looking  at  things  from  your
perspective and not the perspective of the building itself.



The same view can be interpreted in a number of different ways
by using different materials, by seeing things differently. 

Challenge:

Hold out your arm and use a the straight edge of a pen to find
the vertical and horizontal lines of your view. This may be
inside a room or looking out. Move around the space and see
how the horizontal lines changes according to where you stand.
Remember, when drawing perspective vertical lines always stay
vertical.

Create a continuous line drawing of the corner of a room,
placing the corner at the centre of the page and see how the
lines cross and connect.

Extension Challenge:

This task is about the group finding a collective viewpoint
and  interpreting  the  same  scene  from  your  own  angle,  by
selecting a view point that you find interesting. It could be
close up or a wide angle, but think creatively. You could even
be  drawing  the  group  drawing  the  scene.  Again,  use  the
different  principles  we’ve  explored  before:  composition,
format, materials and don’t be afraid to experiment.



‘Sketch Your World’ is a collaboration between artist Phil
Dean and AccessArt, aimed at helping students 16 and above be
inspired by their local landscape.

<< Go back to Sketch Your World

This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Sketch  Your  World:  Choosing
Subject Matter

https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=113826&preview=true
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=113826&preview=true
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-subject-matter/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-subject-matter/


Sketch Your World: Materials

Sketch  Your  World:
Sketchbooks & Composition

Sketch Your World: The Basics

Magic Caring Box

Working in a Studio

You Might Also Like…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-materials/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-basics/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/magic-caring-box/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-in-a-studio/


Artist Studio Series

Talking Points: Artists as Collectors and
Explorers

Explore  Contemporary  Artists,  Designers
and Makers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/scarlett-rebecca/artist-studio-series/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-artists-as-collectors-explorers/


Changing Colour

You Might Also Like…
EXPRESSIVE PAINTING AND COLOUR MIXING

https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-contemporary-artists-designers-makers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/changing-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-painting-colour-mixing/


Walking and Drawing

Hedgerow Art

Adapting  AccessArt:  Making

https://www.accessart.org.uk/walking-and-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/along-hedgerow-sara-dudman/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-making-birds-pathway-sen/


Birds Pathway for Pupils With
Special Educational Needs

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds

Flying Minpin Birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-making-birds-pathway-sen/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-making-birds-pathway-sen/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flying-minpin-birds/


Visual Arts Planning: Birds

Manipulating  Forms  in
Landscape Painting

See How This Resource Is Used
in Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-making-and-drawing-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/manipulating-forms-in-landscape-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/manipulating-forms-in-landscape-painting/








You Might Also Like…
Landscape Painting: Plein Air Painting

Working With and In the Landscape

https://www.accessart.org.uk/landscape-painting-plein-air-painting/


Painting The Storm

Adapting  AccessArt:  Woodland
Creatures

https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-landscape-france-hatch/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-the-storm-exploring-watercolour-and-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-woodland-creatures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-woodland-creatures/


You May Also Like
Session Recording: Adapting AccessArt

Drawing  Fish  with  Pen,  Pencil  and
Watercolour

the geometry of chickens

https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-adapting-accessart/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-fish-with-pen-pencil-and-watercolour/


Adapting  AccessArt:  Telling
Stories

You May Also Like
Session Recording: Adapting AccessArt

https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-geometry-of-chickens/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-telling-stories/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-telling-stories/


3 panel challenge

Creating  Comics  inspired  by  museum
collections

https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-adapting-accessart/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/3-panel-drawing-challenge/


Expressive  Charcoal  Collage:
Coal Mines

See  This  Resource  Used  in
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/comics-inspired-by-museum-collections/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-charcoal-collage-coal-mines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-charcoal-collage-coal-mines/




You May Also Like
charcoal cave

introduction to charcoal

Pathway: An Exploration of Coal Mining,
Inspired By Henry Moore

https://www.accessart.org.uk/charcoal-cave/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-charcoal/


Painted and Sculptural Plant
Pots

You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/


Painting on Plaster Inspired by Vincent
Van Gogh

Cut Paper Collage Still Life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/oil-pastel-and-graphite-on-plaster/


Alternative Fashion

You Might Also Like…
2d and 3d Fashion Designs using Painted
Paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/alternative-fashion/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorated-fashion-designs/


Barbie and Ken Transformation

Puppets Inspired by Historical Paintings

Working on Black Paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/barbie-ken-transformation/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pop-up-puppets-inspired-by-a-historical-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/


You Might Also Like…
Drawing Spirals

Thinking Silhouettes

Painting with Poster Paint

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thinkingsilhouettes/


Coat-hanger Shells

You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-poster-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/coat-hanger-shells/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/


Painted and Sculptural Plant Pots

Drawing Insects with Wire

Deconstructing  to  Help  You

https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-in-wire-and-tracing-shadows-in-black-pen-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/


See

You May Also Like
ten minutes, five times a week

the drawing journey

https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


all drawing resources

Introduction to Ink

You May Also Like
Graphic inky still life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-ink/


See Three Shapes

see all ink resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shapes-to-create-form/


Artist Studio Series: Alej Ez

https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/artist-studio-series-alej-ez/

