
‘Pouncing’:  A  Simple
Technique  to  Transfer
Patterns onto Plaster Tablets
Sheila Ceccarelli

Following on from How to Make a Tessellated Design, teenagers,
at AccessArt's Experimental Drawing Class, demonstrate how to
transfer their designs onto a plaster tablet, using the very
Victorian method of 'pouncing'.
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Libby transferrs her design from paper to plaster
using 'pouncing'

 

Pouncing is a method where by little holes are pierced into
paper, following a pattern or design, and then a pouncing pad
or pouch is used to 'pounce' powder through the pattern to
transfer the image onto a firm surface.



Students transferred their images onto plaster tablets - in
Victorian times they would have pounced onto walls to create
ornate and decorative murals.

Pouncing is still used today in mural work and embroidery.
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AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

Using  Negative  Space  to
Believe  What  You  See  (  &
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Scaling Up)

You May Also Like…
Pathway: 2D Drawing to 3D Making

This is featured in the ‘2D Drawing to 3D
Making’ pathway

Talking Points: Lubaina Himid
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Jo Allen and Rachael Causer:
Relief  Printmaking  at
Ridgefield Primary School

How  to  Make  a  Tessellated
Design
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You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring pattern

This  is  featured  in  the
‘Exploring Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Andy Gilmore
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The Drawing Machine – A
Workshop in Perspective
and  How  to  Look  by
Drawing  Machine  and
Sarah Wright

Constructed  Space  by
Anne Harild

Making Plaster Reliefs
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Drawing  as  Support
Activity

Detached  and  Timeless
Painting  Workshop  by
Sara Dudman

Making  an  Urban
Landscape  Painting  by
James Nairne
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Making Drawings using a
Lightbox

Literacy Boost Project:
James & the Giant Peach
Garden  by  Cordelia
Spalding

You Might Also like…
Pathway: Telling Stories through
drawing and making
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This is featured in the ‘Drawing
Stories  Through  Drawing  and
Making’ pathway

Exploring  Portraits
with Eleanor Somerset

You May Also Like…
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Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits

Egg Box Gargoyles

fruit inspired clay tiles
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A  Cheerful  Orchestra
and  Other  Ideas  for
Drawing Music by Hannah
Coulson

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art
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This is featured in the ‘Music
and Art’ pathway

talking points: wassily Kandinsky

drawing  source  material:
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orchestras

Design  Lab:  Phoebe
Cummings at the V&A
Students, from the DesignLab at the V&A, London,
worked with artist Phoebe Cummings over a three
month  period  to  create  a  site-specific,  group
piece, from unfired clay which was inspired by the
historical  2D  designs  found  on  19th  century
British tableware in the collection.
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Using  Sketchbooks  to
Inform Larger Work

Building  Stories  by
June Nelson

Painting on Glass

Shoe  La-la  Project  by
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Lala Thorpe

Sketching from a Source
and  Using  Photocopies
to Develop a Sketchbook
Approach
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