
Opening  Out:  Shells  and
Sketchbooks

By Tobi Meuwissen

In this activity, learners experiment with a range
of drawing tools and materials to create both
observational  and  experimental  mixed-media
drawings.

In the session, they begin by making a concertina
sketchbook  using  tracing  paper,  before
experimenting with ink and a range of drawing
materials, moving onto close observational drawing
of shells, to fill their concertinas with drawings
in inventive and creative ways.

The three drawing exercises, along with the warm-
up  activity,  are  carefully  scaffolded  to  help
children develop their skills step-by-step. Each
activity  builds  on  prior  learning,  reinforcing
understanding of both the subject matter and the
materials,  while  encouraging  children  to  make
connections and informed choices about their next
steps.

This activity was facilitated with Year 4 learners
at  Beaver  Road  Junior  School  over  a  1.5-hour
session, but it can easily be extended or adapted,
with opportunities to use the exercises as warm-
ups across different sessions. It also comes with
plenty of scope to adapt the exercises to the
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You May Also Like…
making a blind contour drawing
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Experimental mark-making tools

Nests: Materials, Tools and Sketchbooks

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-blind-contour-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/experimental-mark-making-tools/


Insect Cubes

You May Also Like…
Drawing insects big
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continuous line minibeasts

iridescent insects

How I use my Sketchbook as a
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Painter and Maker, by Rowan
Briggs Smith

How I use my Sketchbook as an
Illustrator, by Alice Bowsher

Glimpses  and  Folds:  A
Sketchbook Challenge

You May Also Like…
session recording: Glimpses and Folds – A
sketchbook challenge
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How I use my Sketchbook as an
Illustrator by Tobi Meuwissen

How I use my Sketchbook as a
Painter by Joe Gamble

Making a Ruler Drawing (of a
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Bag)

What I Ate in a Day

You May Also Like
Drawing Prompt Cards

Watercolour  Washes  Inspired  by  the
Tapestries of Henry Moore
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Paint Your corner Shop

Drawing from Life with Lance
Richardson:  3  Sketchbook
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Exercises

You May Also Like
Drawing  From  Life:  How  Artists  Use
Sketchbooks

The Sketchbook Journey
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Video enabled resources: Sketchbooks

Drawing  From  Life:  How
Artists Use Sketchbooks

You May Also Like
Drawing from Life with Lance Richardson:
3 Sketchbook Exercises
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The Sketchbook Journey

Video enabled resources: Sketchbooks
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Sketch  Your  World:  Drawing
The Details

Sketch  Your  World:
Perspective

Sketch  Your  World:  Choosing
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Subject Matter

Sketch Your World: Materials

Sketch  Your  World:
Sketchbooks & Composition

Sketch Your World: The Basics

Adapting  AccessArt:  Woodland
Creatures

You May Also Like
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Session Recording: Adapting AccessArt

Drawing  Fish  with  Pen,  Pencil  and
Watercolour

the geometry of chickens
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Adapting  AccessArt:  Telling
Stories

You May Also Like
Session Recording: Adapting AccessArt
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3 panel challenge

Creating  Comics  inspired  by  museum
collections
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Coat-hanger Shells

You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers
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Painted and Sculptural Plant Pots

Drawing Insects with Wire
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