Watercolour Portrait

By Rowan

The interview below shares how the artist, aged 12, works to
build a watercolour painting of her friend.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-portrait/

How do you start out? What are you looking for when you make
your pencil sketch?



"I start with the bigger rough shapes to block out the basic
proportions, and then I revisit the smaller elements, and
depending on how important it is to me to get a good likeness,
I look really closely at the shapes which make up those
features to give the person I am drawing their personality."



How do you decide where to start painting? Can you talk about
how you go from pencil line to watercolour mark?




"If I'm not doing a complicated background I'll block it out
so that I've got the negative space to work with. I use a
putty rubber to soften the pencil line drawing and then block
in the areas with layers of watercolour. When you start using
watercolour I think you have to start seeing shapes of colour
more than line."

When you work you seem to concentrate on different areas at
different times. Can you talk about how you look at the image
as a whole as you work?

“Well on another piece of paper I sometimes check if the
colours I'm using work together, and I suppose I keep looking
back at all the areas of the painting in terms of light / dark
so I can balance the image out."



Can you talk about how you decide which areas to keep looser,
and which to give more detail.

"I focus more detail on the areas where the viewers eye 1is
going to look, like the face and things closest to the face
and then fade out in detail around them."






Tell us a bit about your process. The paper, the paint, the
brush... the hairdryer... why do you dry between some areas
and not between others?

"I usually do a basic light coat or watercolour wash and then
hair dryer that - I use the dryer to that as I start adding



details they don't run, but of course in other areas I want
the watercolour to bleed so I don't dry those areas.

I used Windsor and Newton pan watercolours and a variety of
watercolour brushes. I used Saunders Waterford paper and brown
masking tape round the edge to give a nice clean line when you
peel it off. The paper is 300g/m so doesn't need stretching."




How important was it that this was a friend? Do you think the
fact that you know her so well helped you paint her?

“"Yes I think it did. It was a surprise for her so I had to
work from a reference photo, but I think the fact that I know
her well really helped me get her personality across. As I was
working I had her in my mind the whole time."







This 1s a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits



foreshortened sketches


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour/

Self Portrait in Acrylic

You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits



https://www.accessart.org.uk/foreshortened-sketches/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/self-portrait-in-acrylic/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/
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The Geometry of Chickens!

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..


https://www.accessart.org.uk/project-13/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-geometry-of-chickens/

Gathering Marks and Tearing
Paper to Appreciate Prints by
Goya, Turner and Cornelius at


https://www.accessart.org.uk/gathering-marks-and-tearing-paper-to-appreciate-prints-by-goya-turner-cornelius-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gathering-marks-and-tearing-paper-to-appreciate-prints-by-goya-turner-cornelius-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gathering-marks-and-tearing-paper-to-appreciate-prints-by-goya-turner-cornelius-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/

the Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge

This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt and Kate Noble from the Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge, enabled teachers to enter into the intricacies of
prints made by Turner, Goya and Cornelius in a Temporary
Exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum in summer 2016: 1816:
Prints by Turner, Goya and Cornelius.

Using Drawing to Get Closer
to 18th Century Portraits at
the Fitzwilliam  Museunm,
Cambridge

This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt and Kate Noble from the Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge, used drawing exercises to take a closer look at
18th Century portraits

Using Sketchbooks, Drawing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/gathering-marks-and-tearing-paper-to-appreciate-prints-by-goya-turner-cornelius-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gathering-marks-and-tearing-paper-to-appreciate-prints-by-goya-turner-cornelius-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-to-get-closer-to-18th-century-portraits-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-to-get-closer-to-18th-century-portraits-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-to-get-closer-to-18th-century-portraits-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-to-get-closer-to-18th-century-portraits-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-drawing-and-reflective-tools-in-the-20th-century-gallery-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/

and Reflective Tools 1in the
20th Century Gallery at the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt and Kate Noble from the Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge, enabled teachers to explore 20th Century paintings
and sculpture, through using sketchbooks & drawing as tools
for looking and remembering.

Life Drawing: Understanding
Foreshortening by Hester
Berry

Life Drawing: Drawing Hands
and Feet with Hester Berry


https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-drawing-and-reflective-tools-in-the-20th-century-gallery-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-drawing-and-reflective-tools-in-the-20th-century-gallery-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-drawing-and-reflective-tools-in-the-20th-century-gallery-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-understanding-foreshortening-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-understanding-foreshortening-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-understanding-foreshortening-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-hands-and-feet-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-hands-and-feet-with-hester-berry/

Life Drawing: Drawing the
Head by Hester Berry

Life Drawing: Capturing
Gesture by Hester Berry

Life Drawing: A Collection of
Resources by Hester Berry

How to Run a Life Drawing Class

_Introducing Hester and providing
an overview of how Hester sets up and facilitates a life
class.

An Introduction to Life Drawing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-the-head-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-the-head-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-capturing-gesture-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-capturing-gesture-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-a-life-model/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-a-life-model/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/

':_ﬁetting started with 1life
drawing and some simple warm-up exercises to help you become
familiar with your drawing materials and the life model.

Capturing gesture

_Hester provides some helpful
advice along with a series of short drawing exercises, that
will enable you to identify the essentials of a pose and

successfully record the movement and gesture of the life
model.

Drawing the head
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_Drawing faces can be daunting,
but Hester explains how you can tackle them successfully using


https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-life-drawing-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-life-drawing-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-capturing-gesture-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-capturing-gesture-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-the-head-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-the-head-by-hester-berry/

simple and logical steps.

drawing hands and feet
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_Hands and feet are tricky
subjects and often get omitted because the forms seem too
complicated to draw. Hester shares a secret shortcut to
understanding and drawing these complex forms ..think mittens
and socks!

Understanding Foreshortening

_When drawing the life model, it
can be difficult to process your view of a 3D form into a 2D
representation. Hester explains clearly and concisely how to
successfully achieve a foreshortened figure to create the
illusion of space in your drawings.

Using Tone


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-hands-and-feet-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-hands-and-feet-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-understanding-foreshortening-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-understanding-foreshortening-by-hester-berry/

_Hester explains how to use tone
effectively to give your drawings more definition and an
increased sense of volume and suggests ways of using tone when
drawing short poses, that will build your confidence and
skills.

Introduction to Life Drawing
with Hester Berry

Articulated and Animated
Drawings by Teenagers at
AccessArt’s Experimental
Drawing Class

A simple project to teach how to make an articulated drawing
with only very basic materials.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-using-tone-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-using-tone-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-life-drawing-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-life-drawing-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/articulated-and-animated-drawings-by-teenagers-at-accessarts-experimental-drawing-class/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/articulated-and-animated-drawings-by-teenagers-at-accessarts-experimental-drawing-class/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/articulated-and-animated-drawings-by-teenagers-at-accessarts-experimental-drawing-class/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/articulated-and-animated-drawings-by-teenagers-at-accessarts-experimental-drawing-class/

Using Negative Space to
Believe What You See ( &
Scaling Up)

You May Also Like..

Pathway: 2D Drawing to 3D Making
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This is featured in the ‘2D Drawing to 3D
Making’' pathway

Talking Points: Lubaina Himid


https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-negative-space-believe-see-scaling/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-negative-space-believe-see-scaling/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-negative-space-believe-see-scaling/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making/

Sketchbooks: Drawing Someone
Drawing Something

How to Run a Life Drawing
Class by Hester Berry

Layered Colour Gestural


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-lubaina-himid/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-drawing-someone-drawing-something/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-drawing-someone-drawing-something/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/four-colour-gestural-drawing/

Drawing

Using colour to help develop gestural drawing skills. Full
AccessArt Members Only

The IMPRESSABILITY Project

Draw Together:
Autobiographical Drawing

Assignment 2: Autobiographical Drawing

Digital Drawing: Using a
Tablet, Phone or 1iPad as a
Drawing Tool for Reportage

AccessArt member Jenny Soep shares her experience of drawing
on a phone or iPad, and drawing with more traditional drawing
media to capture live events.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/four-colour-gestural-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-iimpressability-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/draw-together-autobiographical-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/draw-together-autobiographical-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/digital-drawing-using-a-tablet-phone-or-ipad-as-a-drawing-tool-reportage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/digital-drawing-using-a-tablet-phone-or-ipad-as-a-drawing-tool-reportage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/digital-drawing-using-a-tablet-phone-or-ipad-as-a-drawing-tool-reportage/

