
Opening  Out:  Shells  and
Sketchbooks

By Tobi Meuwissen

In this activity, learners experiment with a range
of drawing tools and materials to create both
observational  and  experimental  mixed-media
drawings.

In the session, they begin by making a concertina
sketchbook  using  tracing  paper,  before
experimenting with ink and a range of drawing
materials, moving onto close observational drawing
of shells, to fill their concertinas with drawings
in inventive and creative ways.

The three drawing exercises, along with the warm-
up  activity,  are  carefully  scaffolded  to  help
children develop their skills step-by-step. Each
activity  builds  on  prior  learning,  reinforcing
understanding of both the subject matter and the
materials,  while  encouraging  children  to  make
connections and informed choices about their next
steps.

This activity was facilitated with Year 4 learners
at  Beaver  Road  Junior  School  over  a  1.5-hour
session, but it can easily be extended or adapted,
with opportunities to use the exercises as warm-
ups across different sessions. It also comes with
plenty of scope to adapt the exercises to the
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AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
making a blind contour drawing
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Experimental mark-making tools

Nests: Materials, Tools and Sketchbooks
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Insect Cubes

You May Also Like…
Drawing insects big
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continuous line minibeasts

iridescent insects

Talking Heads
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You May Also Like…
find your messages

Portrait Club

Adapting AccessArt: Faces and Stories
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Exploring  Macbeth  Through  Art:  Macbeth
Portraits

Adapting  AccessArt:  Stories
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and Faces

You May Also Like…
Making  Physical  or  Digital  Layered
Portraits

Pathway: Exploring Identity
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Quentin Blake’s Drawings as Inspiration:
Exaggerating to communicate

Session  Recording:  Creating  School
Exhibitions & Displays

Finger Palette Portraits
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elastic band sketchbook

Playing With Perspective
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You May Also Like…
Other Resources by Joe Gamble

Adapting  AccessArt:  Colour  and
Composition

Thoughtful Mark making
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Alternative Fashion

You Might Also Like…
2d and 3d Fashion Designs using Painted
Paper
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Barbie and Ken Transformation

Puppets Inspired by Historical Paintings

Exploring A Midsummer Night’s
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Dream: Recounting the Story

Exploring A Midsummer Night’s
Dream:  Costume  Design  for
Bottom

See  This  Resource  Used  in
Schools…
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Exploring A Midsummer Night’s
Dream  Through  Art:  Ancient
Greek Dress Portraits
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See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…
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Exploring  Macbeth  Through
Art: Out Damn Spot!

Exploring  Macbeth  Through
Art: Light and Dark Posters

Exploring  Macbeth  Through
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Art: Macbeth Portraits

Dance and Drawing

Which Artists: Ava Jolliffe

Shadow  Puppet  Making  and
Performance
How Middle Eastern architecture was the inspiration behind a
shadow puppet show for a year 4 class. A great opportunity for
children to learn the technical aspects of making puppets, but
also using narrative and story to create a performance.

Back – Painted Portraits
How  to  create  portraits  using  an  effective  back  painted
technique.  A  great  activity  to  explore  less  traditinal
portraiture  methods  that  is  suitable  for  a  wide  range  of
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primary age groups.

One  Roll  of  Paper,  Two
Activities

Botanical Fairies

Draw your Granny and Grandpa
or Any Relative You Love!
The Nonna Maria Drawing Challenge by Luca Damiani

Foreshortened Sketches
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