Balancing Observational &
Experimental Drawing

By Paula Briggs.

Drawing takes many forms, and facilitating drawing
encompasses a wide variety of activities. To
ensure that learners receive a varied and balanced
art education, it's important to introduce them to
different ways of drawing. We would recommend a
balanced approach between activities that develop
observational drawing skills and activities that
promote more experimental, explorative activities.

It can seem like these two areas, observational
and experimental drawing, are opposites, but you
will quickly see that actually, one feeds into the
other, and very soon, pupils will be drawing on
all the skills you have taught to develop their
drawings.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/balancing-observational-experimental-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/balancing-observational-experimental-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paula-briggs/

Observational Drawing

When children (and adults) say they can't draw, or
that their drawing isn't going well, they are
often making that judgment because they imagine
drawing is about accurate representation. As we
will see, drawing 1is also about experimentation
and expression, but to help those who would like
to develop observational drawing skills, we need
to teach skills in developing how they see the
world around them.

Seeing and drawing are closely linked, and we need
to help learners slow down and really see, to
enable them to draw.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/style-and-aesthetic/

Explore drawing activities that help learners
develop their observational drawing skills, hand-
eye coordination, and build an understanding of
what drawing can be.

These activities can be revisited time and again
(much like a warm-up exercise in a PE lesson), and
can be adapted for all year groups.

We'd also strongly advise that you try the
activities yourself.

Experimental Drawing

From a child's first scribbles as a toddler, their
drawings are experimental. Continuing to feed this
natural impulse is vital. Many of our resources
help facilitators and learners continue this
exploration. You can visit a list of some of our


https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/

experimental projects here.

Our experimental drawing projects are generally
about enabling learners to develop a personal
drawing language and to make and follow their own
drawing decisions. This can only begin to happen
when learners begin to build familiarity with
materials and techniques and develop an
understanding of what each medium can do for thenm.
So for this reason, we advocate enabling learners
to explore media from a very young age, in a
loosely structured session.

Which Comes First: Observational or Experimental?

We would suggest weaving activities that support
the two types of drawing amongst each other, as
both activities will help develop skills in the


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-experimental-drawing/

other. Try to fit in activities from Ten Minutes,
Five Times a Week in the morning, or use key
drawing exercises to warm up before a more
experimental drawing session.

Generally, experimental activities will take
longer, so plan for these to take place during
art-based projects.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/warm-exercises/

This 1s a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Teaching for the Journey not
the Outcome



https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/

Layered Landscapes: Working
in Mixed Media on Location
with Kittie Jones

Wave Bowls

In this session children make ‘wave bowls’ with Paula Briggs —
a session where the pieces literally ‘come together’.

Collagraphs Inspired by
Architecture

Graphic Inky Still Life!

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/




You Might Also Like...

Pathway: Exploring Still Life



This is featured in the ‘Explore Still
Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul Cezanne

talking points: Contemporary still life


https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cezanne/

talking points: Flemish and Dutch Still
Life Painters

Self Portrait in Acrylic


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-contemporary-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-flemish-and-dutch-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/self-portrait-in-acrylic/

You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits



https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/project-13/

The Geometry of Chickens!

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..



https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-geometry-of-chickens/

Graphite Sketches of Artist
Retreats

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Mixed Media Land and city scapes
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This 1s featured in the ‘Mixed Media Land

and City Scapes’ pathway

Talking Points: Vanessa Gardiner


https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite-sketches-of-artist-retreats/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite-sketches-of-artist-retreats/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/

Talking Points: Kittie Jones


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-vanessa-gardiner/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shoreditch-sketcher/

Using Colour to Develop
Gestural Drawing

Backwards Forwards Drawing
Exercise

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring the world though mono
print


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-kittie-jones/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-colour-to-develop-gestural-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-colour-to-develop-gestural-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/

This 1s featured in the ‘Exploring The
World Through Mono print’ pathway

Drawing Large

Drawing small


https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing_large/
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The Anatomy of a Pencil

AccessArt has over 850 resources to help
develop and inspire your <creative
thinking, practice and teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawingsmall/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-anatomy-of-a-pencil/

You May Also Like..

USING SKETCHBOOKS, DRAWING AND REFLECTIVE
TOOLS IN THE 20TH CENTURY GALLERY
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Beginner’s Guide to Drawing Materials

i

Drawing Insects with an H Pencil
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-drawing-and-reflective-tools-in-the-20th-century-gallery-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/beginners-guide-to-drawing-materials/

Animated Walk Cycle

Be Inspired to Inspire

Drawing Into Space with
Melissa Pierce Murray

In this session, artist Melissa Pierce Murray invited students
to create three-dimensional drawings from tape, string and
paper, using the entire room as our canvas.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-with-an-h-pencil/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-walk-cycle/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/be-inspired-to-inspire/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-into-space/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-into-space/

Inky Objects with Melissa
Pierce Murray

In this workshop I introduced the idea of thinking of the
piece of paper as an object to shape, rather than a picture
plane to fill.

Animating with Charcoal

Drawing with Objects by
Melissa Pierce Murray

Teenagers explore ideas of placement with artist Melissa P
Murray by arranging or assembling objects to make compositions
or maquettes.

Teenagers Paint a Canvas with


https://www.accessart.org.uk/inky-objects-with-melissa-pierce-murray/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inky-objects-with-melissa-pierce-murray/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animating-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-with-objects-by-melissa-pierce-murray/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-with-objects-by-melissa-pierce-murray/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-paint-a-canvas-with-scolaquip/

Scolaquip

Teenagers Experiment with
Glow i1n the Dark Paint and
Rice with Artist Melissa
Pierce Murray

teenagers at AccessArt’s Experimental Drawing Class, I brought
in UV reactive paint and markers, and surprised students by
turning off the lights and shining a UV torch on the palates.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-paint-a-canvas-with-scolaquip/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-experiment-with-glow-in-the-dark-paint-and-rice-with-artist-melissa-pierce-murray/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-experiment-with-glow-in-the-dark-paint-and-rice-with-artist-melissa-pierce-murray/
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-experiment-with-glow-in-the-dark-paint-and-rice-with-artist-melissa-pierce-murray/

