
Nests:  Observational  Ink
Drawing
By Mandy Barrett and Jo Blaker

In this second of a series of three posts, Teacher Mandy
Barrett  and  Artist  Jo  Blaker  journey  on  a  project  that
considers  the  materials  and  structures  of  nests.  In  this
second post the class developed and built upon their earlier
mark making work using ink to observe and draw a series of
natural objects.

Click on the links to post one: Materials, Tools, Testing and
Sketchbooks and post three: Nests with Dry and Wet Media.
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An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50
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An Organisation...

Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

See  This  Resoucre  Used  In
Schools…
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You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/
https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Sculpture,
Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

Talking Points: What can we learn from
birds

Drawing source material: nests
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Nests:  Materials,  Tools
Testing and Sketchbooks

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…
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You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/
https://www.instagram.com/svps_news/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Sculpture,
Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

Talking Points: What can we learn from
birds

Drawing source material: nests
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A  Visual  Poetry  Zine  with
Monotype
Use monoprint, paint and collage to create zines inspired by
poetry.

Dance and Drawing

Charcoal Cave
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See This Resource Used
In Schools…







You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Gestural  Drawing  with
charcoal

This is featured in the ‘Gestural
Drawing with Charcoal’ pathway

Talking points: Edgar degas
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Talking  Points:  What  is
Chiaroscuro?

Talking Points: Cave Art
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Session  Recording:  exploring
Charcoal

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cave-art/
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Basic  and  Budget
Friendly  Art  Materials
for Primary Schools

Introduction  to
Charcoal

World  War  1  And  The
Work Of Paul Nash

See This Resource Used
In Schools…
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Home Made Inks

The  AccessArt  Drawing
Journey  for  Primary
Children:  Aims  and
Intent

Key  Concepts  for
Primary  Schools  in
Drawing for ages 5 to 7
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Key  Concepts  for
Primary  Schools  in
Drawing for ages 7 to 9

Key  Concepts  for
Primary  Schools  in
Drawing for Ages 9 to
11

What Is A Drawing Tool?
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What Is The Purpose of
Drawing?

What Is Drawing?
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Still  Life
Compositions:
Inspired  by
Cezanne

What  We  Like
About  This
Resource….
“This  activity  walks
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through  a  number  of
different  processes  and
taps  into  multiple
skills.This  provides  a
rich  exploratory  project
for  children  to  fully
immerse  themselves  in.
Cezanne  was  the  focus
artist for this project,
but  other  contemporary
still life painters could
be  used  as  starter
inspiration.  We  actually
advocate showing the work
of more than one artist



as this builds knowledge
of  how  approaches  to
painting,  drawing  etc
differ.  This  also  helps
children  move  towards  a
personal  response  rather
than creating a ‘copy’ of
one  particular  artist’s
work” – Rachel, AccessArt

You Might Also
Like….
Pathway:  Exploring



Still Life

This  is  featured  in
the  ‘Explore  Still
Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul
Cezanne
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talking  points:
Contemporary  still
life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cezanne/
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talking  points:
Flemish  and  Dutch
Still Life Painters

World  War  I
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Mail Art

What  We  Like
About  This
Resource….
“This  project  links
poignant  subject  matter
with  meaningful  art
processes  and  local
history.  What  we  learn
about the re purposing of

https://www.accessart.org.uk/world-war-i-mail-art/


materials, (in this case
spent  ammunition)  re
affirms  how  we  can  use
what  is  around  us  as  a
starting point to making
and  creating.  You  could
extend  or  adapt  this
project  by  looking  at
broken  pottery,  re
purposing  that  into  new
sculptures that link with
Roman  or  other  local
historical  cultures”  –
Rachel, AccessArt



You  May  Also
Like….

Henry Moore’s Shelter
Drawings
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Remembrance  Day
Soldiers
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For Remembrance Day

Which  Artists:
Claire Harrup

What  We  Like
About  This
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Resource….
“We  really  enjoyed
reading about the process
of  creating  art  work
according  to  a  design
brief  and  how  the
experience  of  this
differs to when an artist
begins  with  their  own
idea  or  concept.  That’s
not  to  say  an  artist
can’t  approach  a  brief
with their own individual
style and ideas, but what



this  post  shows  us  is
that  there  can  be  a
balance between the two.
This  would  be  a  great
resource to show older KS
pupils  who  may  be
beginning  to  consider
their  options  beyond
Primary  School”.  –
Rachel, AccessArt

You Might Also
Like….



Pathway:  2D  Drawing
to 3D Making

This  is  featured  in
the ‘2D Drawing to 3D
Making’ pathway

Talking  Points:
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Packaging Design

What is Typography
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Which Artist: Rachel
Parker

Repeating Patterns
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Block Printing Repeat
Patterns

Which  Artists:
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Ava Jolliffe
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