Creating Decorative Designs
From Birds: Mark Making,
Texture and Pattern by Andrea
Butler

A 40 Artist Educator Resource:
Be Inspired by Andrea Butler
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Cord and handstitching

Artist Andrea Butler shares a beautifully illustrated resource
that shows how drawings can be used to develop a range of
patterned papers and stitched textiles.

This project was shared with AccessArt as part of the 40
Artist Educator Project, funded by Arts Council England,
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aiming to highlight and celebrate artist-led teaching and
facilitation.

Creating Decorative Designs From Birds: Mark Making, Texture
and Pattern, by Andrea Butler

The work shown here was developed as part of a personal
project I completed for my Embroidered Textiles degree. Birds
and the idea of flight had been the starting point and I spent
several sessions drawing bird exhibits at my local museum,
which had a small taxidermy collection. I used this visual
information to create a selection of patterned papers and
these were interpreted in fabric and thread to provide me with
textile designs to explore in the final artwork.

Some years later, a group of fashion students I was teaching
were having difficulties understanding how to create
decorative designs for clothing from drawings they had made on
a museum visit. My bird drawings, papers and embroidered
samples proved a useful teaching resource to illustrate one
method of generating design ideas from initial research.
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AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Making Birds
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Featured in the ‘Making Birds Pathway’

Talking Points: Inspired by Birds

Working WITH and 1IN the
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Landscape by Frances Hatch

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: using natural materials to make
images



This 1s featured in the ‘Using Natural
Materials to Make Images’ pathway

Talking Points: Frances Hatch

Talking Points: Anna Atkins


https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-frances-hatch/

Talking Points: Artists as explorers and
collectors
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Post Office by Rosalie
Schweiker: An Interactive
Community Art Project

Making Metal Badges by Maria
Whetman
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Drawing on Pebbles to Make
Treasured Fossils

Using a variety of drawing media on a variety of found
surfaces to create a collection of fossils. Full AccessArt
Members Only

How does the Sculpture
Balance?

Construction-based sculpture project inspired by Ben
Nicholson’s paintings. Encourages children to take more risks
by asking them to through their sculptures “off balance”.

Full AccessArt Members Only

Making Sculptures: The Chair
And Me

Paper Dress by Andrea Butler
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Nature Tagging

Glow in the Dark
Architectural Models — Where
Art, Science and D&T Meet

Using glow in the dark smart materials to create architectural
models with two states! Full AccessArt Members Only

Book Art with Primary
Children

Making Book Art with primary aged children.Full AccessArt
Members Only

Making Cotton Reel Motors and
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Obstacle Tracks

Making a coton reel motor and a landscape for it to explore —
perfect to inspire drawing and making in children. Full

AccessArt Members Only

Preparation for Tool Box:
List of Materials and Tools
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