
Insect Cubes

By Jan Miller

Jan Miller is an Art and Design teacher with more
than  25  years’  experience  working  in  formal
education settings, currently teaching ages 4-15. 
In  this  resource,  facilitated  with  Year  8,
learners were challenged to create observational
and  expressive  drawings  of  insects  set  inside
resin cubes, focusing on scale and materials.

The activity consisted of two one-hour sessions in
which learners first worked on a small scale to
explore  the  potential  of  different  materials
before  moving  on  to  larger  drawings  using  a
spontaneous, bold, and expressive approach. The
distortion  of  the  insects  within  the  cubes,
combined with the unusual angles and shifts in
scale, made them ideal subjects for expressive
drawing.

This activity celebrates messy, experimental, and
individual responses, guiding learners through an
exploratory  journey  with  materials  towards  the
creation of a finished piece.

Log in as a member below to access the resource.
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/login/
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To access all content, I would like to
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An Individual

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-login.php?action=lostpassword


Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...

https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Drawing insects big

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


continuous line minibeasts

iridescent insects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-minibeasts-using-a-continuous-line-graphite-and-oil-pastel/


Playing With Perspective

You May Also Like…
Other Resources by Joe Gamble

https://www.accessart.org.uk/iridescent-insects/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/playing-with-perspective/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/joe-gamble/


Adapting  AccessArt:  Colour  and
Composition

Thoughtful Mark making

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/


Deconstructing  to  Help  You
See

You May Also Like
ten minutes, five times a week

the drawing journey

https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


all drawing resources

Drawing with Soft Pencils

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-with-soft-pencils/


You May Also Like
Shells:  Observational  and  Imaginative
Drawing

All graphite resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/


introduction to graphite

Introduction to Graphite

https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-graphite/


The Art Of Zines

You Might Also Like…
Pathway: Print & Activism

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Print  &
Activism’ pathway

Talking Points: Luba Lukova

https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-art-of-zines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/


Talking Points: What is a Zine?

Making  Large  Scale,  Screenprinted,
Collaged, Co-Created Campaign Posters!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-luba-lukova/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-a-zine/


Making an Artist’s Book

Book Artists

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-large-scale-screenprinted-collaged-co-created-campaign-posters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-an-artists-book/


Lino  Printing  Inspired  by
Gestural Drawings

Finding  Marks  Through
Drawings Made by Artists

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-book-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/lino-inspired-by-gestural-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/lino-inspired-by-gestural-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Typography and Maps

This is featured in the ‘Typography and
Maps’ pathway

Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/


This is featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,
Paint’ pathway

Session Recording: Finding Marks Made by
Artists

Mark-Making & Sound: Part One

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-made-by-artists-zoom-recording/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/


This is featured in the ‘Music
and Art’ pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/


Drawing to a Slow Rhythm

Inspired by Miro

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-drawing-exercise-drawing-to-the-slow-rhythm-of-a-metronome/


Drawing to Music

https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sharing-drawings-and-moving-colour-to-music/


Making a Scroll Drawing

Unesco: Celebrating the
Power of Making!
Inspired by Paula’s recent rousing film, ‘It’s in
Our  Hands’,  artist  Jan  Miller  pulled  images
together from her own teaching to illustrate the
things the children in her classroom do with their
hands

Foreshortened Sketches

https://www.accessart.org.uk/scroll-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/unesco-celebrating-the-power-of-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/unesco-celebrating-the-power-of-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/foreshortened-sketches/


Pastel  and  Rubber
Chiaroscuro Drawings

Spotting  Potential  and
Nurturing  a  Young
Talent

You May Also Like…
Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/


Assessment & Progression

Introduction  to  ‘Tone’

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/tone/


by Hester Berry

Life  Drawing  Inspired
by  “Where  the  Wild
Things Are”

See This Resource Used
In Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/tone/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are/


You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Drawing  and  Making
Inspired by Maurice Sendak

This resource is featured in the

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/


‘Drawing and Making Inspired by
Maurice Sendak’ pathway

talking points: maurice sendak

Beginning with Bones
In a workshop led by artist Melissa Pierce Murray,
teenagers make observational drawings of a 1/4
life size model of a skeleton to understand the
structure of the human body. Students looked at
how  artists  used  armatures,  including  Alberto
Giacometti and Henri Matisse.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/beginning-with-bones/


Composite  Still  Life
Studies in Candlelight

Drawing as a Tool for
Wellbeing at Chesterton
Community  College,
Cambridge

Continuous Line Drawing
Exercise
Many  thanks  to  AccessArt  Young  Artist  Alex
Tunstall for composing the music for the video in
the Continuous Line Drawing Resource.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/composite-still-life-studies-in-candlelight/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/composite-still-life-studies-in-candlelight/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-as-a-tool-for-wellbeing-at-chesterton-community-college-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-as-a-tool-for-wellbeing-at-chesterton-community-college-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-as-a-tool-for-wellbeing-at-chesterton-community-college-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-as-a-tool-for-wellbeing-at-chesterton-community-college-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/

