
Foreshortened Sketches
AccessArt Young Artist Rowan Briggs Smith shares her self
portrait sketches exploring foreshortening. 

I've been enjoying life drawing at the Royal Drawing School,
but outside those sessions I started taking photographs of
myself as source material for quick pencil sketches. The setup
was easy - just using my phone on its timer and a tripod. I
just wanted to capture quick images in which a part of my body
was  particularly  foreshortened,  so  that  I  could  challenge
myself to draw what I saw (it's always tempting for the brain
to draw what it thinks it should be seeing), and to try
capture something of the "feel" of the pose. In addition it
was the end of a long busy term and I wanted the source
images/drawings to capture snapshot emotions relating to how I
felt.

Whilst  nothing  really  matches  drawing  from  life,  I  think
drawing from photographic images does give you the opportunity
to explore how images at their simplest level are made up of
flat shapes which work together to help create patterns the
eye can understand. I like the way that when you work from
photographs you become practised at seeing these shapes as
they really are (in an abstract sense) and I think that is a
skill you can then take back to the life room. The really
important thing is to keep the eye moving between paper and
subject matter so that you are continually assessing the marks
you make, and not to just look at your drawing which is easy
to do!

The images below were made on A4 Fabriano paper with soft
pencils. I didn't want to overwork the images so each one took
between 20 minutes and half an hour.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/foreshortened-sketches/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/rowan-briggs-smith/
https://www.royaldrawingschool.org
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This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Join AccessArt from only £3.50 per month
and enjoy full access to hundreds more
resources!
Join Us!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/join-accessart/become-a-full-accessart-member-2/


Bubble Drawings

Flying Minpin Birds
Roald Dahl’s The Minpin Birds inspired Arbury school pupils to
design and make their own birds for a tiny Minpin to ride
upon. Alongside this project, the class drew their own maps of
imaginary worlds and imagining themselves as Minpins.

Pastel and Rubber Chiaroscuro
Drawings

Thinking Silhouettes

Mini World Light Boxes
Teacher Anna Campbell shares this beautiful resource which
shares how children aged between 4 and 7 years old, made
‘Light’ boxes. This project could easily be adapted for an

https://www.accessart.org.uk/bubble-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flying-minpin-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pastel-and-rubber-chiaroscuro-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thinkingsilhouettes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mini-world-light-boxes/


older class and is brilliant for SEN children/adults.

Wall Drawings with Tape

Painted Clay
A resource inspired by the Japanese art of dorondongo, where
mud  and  dirt  are  shaped  and  buffed  into  highly  polished
spheres.

Classical Inks

Abstract  Face  –  Relief
Sculptures
In this construction and painting resource, students make an
abstract face, relief sculpture from cardboard, adding colour,
texture and metal findings. This resource was inspired by the
work of Kimmy Cantrell, a self-taught contemporary artist who
uses  asymmetry  to  question  long-established  views  around

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wall-drawings-with-tape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painted-clay/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/classical-inks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/abstract-face-relief-sculptures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/abstract-face-relief-sculptures/


beauty.

Anthropomorphic  Animal
Paintings
This painting activity looks at giving human characteristics
to animals. Anthropomorphism is making something which is not
human, more human like for e.g Miss Piggy, Mickey Mouse and
the characters created by Beatrix Potter. This activity was
inspired by the paintings of two contemporary artists who use
anthropomorphism  in  their  work,  Ken  Hoffman  and  Svjetlan
Junakovic.

Nib & Ink Mark Making Still
Life

Many  thanks  to  accessArt  Young  Artist
Rowan Briggs Smith

https://www.accessart.org.uk/anthropomorphic-animal-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/anthropomorphic-animal-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nib-ink-mark-making-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nib-ink-mark-making-still-life/
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Decorative Clay Coil Pots
Artist educator Sharon Gale working with KS1 & KS2 students at
the Weston Park Art Club shares a clay pot making resource:
“This is not the traditional way of making coil pots but it’s
lots of fun and by using different paint effects, the end
results can be very interesting. We worked on this project for
two, two hour sessions”.

‘Painting’ with Plasticine
In this resource, students create an A4 plasticine painting on
mountboard,  in  a  theme  of  their  choice.  The  artwork  is
completed with a painted border using water based paints. This
project took six, one hour sessions to complete but if you
can’t allocate that amount of time, reduce the size of the
mountboard to A5 or smaller.

Clay Art Medals
In this three stage resource, students make a circular medal
from clay depicting their own profile, look at examples of fun
lettering and devise a short, fun or meaningful phrase to
paint inside their portrait profile.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative-clay-coil-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-plasticine/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/clay-art-medals/


Burton Hathow Ducklings
Newly hatched ducklings are the inspiration for a collection
of paintings by Years 2 and 3 at Burton Hathow Preparatory
School. Head of Art, Rachel Burch shares the activity.

The Wildflower Meadow
Rachel Burch, Head of Art at Burton Hathow Preparatory School
and her pupils explore simple drawing, collaging and painting
techniques to create beautiful artworks inspired by a summer
meadow.

Clay ‘Portrait’ Miniatures
This two stage clay and painting resource by artist/educator
Sharon  Gale  is  very  versatile  because  essentially  the
miniatures are blank canvasses. In this particular workshop,
the subject matter had to link with KS2 Geography and the
topic  of  rivers.  Students  were  asked  to  research  their
favourite creature or plant, that made the British riverside
its home. They made their miniatures from clay and painted
their chosen wildlife onto them.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/burton-hathow-ducklings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-wildflower-meadow/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/clay-portrait-miniatures/


David  Parr  House  –  “What’s
Your Space?”
In  celebration  of  the  opening  of  David  Parr  House  in
Cambridge, this resource aims to inspire children aged 8 to 12
to explore design.

Painting A Rainbow Forest
Rachel Burch, Head of Art at Burton Hathow Preparatory School
and her pupils paint their own large scale, colourful forest
inspired by AccessArt’s resource ‘Painting A Bluebell Forest’.
Rachel shares her process in this resource.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/david-parr-house/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/david-parr-house/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-a-rainbow-forest/

