
Making a Collagraph Print by
Suzie Mackenzie
By Suzie MacKenzie

Printmaker  Suzie  MacKenzie  shares  her  process  for  making
beautiful collagraph prints.

Print by Suzie MacKenzie

 

What is collagraph?

At its most basic, a collagraph print is a print made from a
printing  plate  consisting  of  collaged  material.  Collagraph
relies for its effect on the varied textures of the materials
used. More-or-less anything can be glued to the plate, as long
as  it  will  stick  successfully  and  pass  through  the  press
without damaging it. The plates can be inked and printed in
relief like a linocut, but are more usually printed in the
intaglio manner, like an etching. They can also be inked first
in intaglio and then in relief giving a variety of colour
effects in one pass through the press. The final print usually
shows a strong emboss which is characteristic of collagraph.
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Collagraph  is  an  inexpensive,  safe  and  highly  versatile
printmaking technique which is used in an infinite variety of
ways by different artists. This is how I make and print my own
prints.

Making the plate

For the plate I use mountboard. The image, which has been
reversed so the resulting print will be the correct way round,
is transferred using carbon or tracing paper.

Image transferred to mountboard plate
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

Printmaking  with  Salvaged
Sticky  Back  Aluminium  Foil,
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Mixed Media and Cardboard

Rook – Transforming Materials
Here, artist Paula Briggs shares how she made a Rook for the
AccessArt Share-a-Bird-Project

Chimera  Drawings  into
Beautiful Terracotta Tiles
Artist Eleanor Somerset introduces ‘Sgraffito’: drawing into
leather hard red clay tiles to create designs using mark-
making.

Introducing Sgraffito using a
Coloured  Clay  Slip  on  a
Terracotta Tile
Further explore how to make beautiful sgraffito, or ‘scratched
drawings’ with artist Eleanor Somerset.
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Wax Resist with Coloured Inks
and Sgraffito on Foamboard

3D Drawing in a Frame

How to Roll a Clay Slab
Ceramic student Lena Peters demonstrates how to wedge clay and
roll a clay slab.

Chimera – A Drawing Workshop
with Eleanor Somerset

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
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Literacy

Wax  Resist  with  Coloured  Inks  and
Sgraffito on Foamboard

Chimera  Drawings  into  Beautiful
Terracotta Tiles
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Manipulating  Paper:  Turning
2D into 3D
Andrea Butler and Paula Briggs show how to manipulate flat
pieces of paper into three dimensional shapes.

Book Transformation: Flock of
Birds

See  This  Resource  Used  In
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Schools…



You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds

This resource is featured in the ‘Making
Birds’ pathway

Visual  Arts  Planning  Birds:  Making  &
Drawing
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Plinth  People:  Sculptural
Self Portraits
Join Paula Briggs and the AccessArt Art Club for ages 8, 9 and
10 to see how to make autobiographical sculptures.

Miniature Matchbox Museums by
Anna Linch
See how artist Anna Linch gets children thinking about the
purpose of museums and letting their imaginations run wild
with a brief to design their own museum, complete with a
collection.

Street  Drawing:  Exploring
Vanishing Points with Masking
Tape
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Animal Sculpture and Collage
with  Students  at  Philip
Southcote School, Surrey
Exploring  ‘identity’  by  interpreting  the  characteristics,
habitats and personalities of animals through making sculpture
and collage with scrap store materials.

Teenagers  Make  Small
Sculptures:  Exploring  Felt-
Making  and  Transforming
Materials

Paper  Sculptures:  Dipping
Objects in Paper Pulp
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Dragons  &  Birds  in  Eggs:
Hidden and Revealed

You May Also Like….
Visual Arts Planning Collections: Birds

monoprinting with carbon copy paper
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Inspired  by  Google  Earth:
Making
Making models inspired by images from Google Earth.

Houses from Around the World:
International  Day  at
Monkfield Primary School

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…
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