
Using  Negative  Space  to
Believe  What  You  See  (  &
Scaling Up)
By Paula Briggs

At the AccessArt Art Club for ages 7, 8 and 9, we followed on
from our exploration of perspective through drawing Lego with
a "Believing What You See" Challenge! When we draw, we often
assume we know what something looks like. When we really look
at an object it's often hard to really believe in the shapes
we see (should that leg really be so high up and small??), and
our mind often tries to trick us into drawing what we think it
SHOULD look like.

In this exercise, children used their knowledge of negative
and positive spaces, and the grid method, to create scaled up
drawings of dog silhouettes. The shapes in the silhouettes are
often "strange" or "unlikely" and yet the end result to the
eye says "dog". Through this exercises children learnt to
trust what they see, and to appreciate the relationship of
"part" to "whole".
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Using  the  grid  method,  combined  with  seeing
negative  and  positive  shapes,  to  scale  up  a
drawing
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join as…

An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Pathway: 2D Drawing to 3D Making
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This is featured in the ‘2D Drawing to 3D
Making’ pathway

Talking Points: Lubaina Himid
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Jo Allen and Rachael Causer:
Relief  Printmaking  at
Ridgefield Primary School

How  to  Make  a  Tessellated
Design

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring pattern

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway
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Talking points: Andy Gilmore

Constructed  Space  by  Anne
Harild

Making Plaster Reliefs
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Drawing as Support Activity

Detached  and  Timeless
Painting  Workshop  by  Sara
Dudman

Making  Drawings  using  a
Lightbox

Literacy Boost Project: James
& the Giant Peach Garden by
Cordelia Spalding

You Might Also like…
Pathway: Telling Stories through drawing
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and making

This is featured in the ‘Drawing Stories
Through Drawing and Making’ pathway

Exploring  Portraits  with
Eleanor Somerset

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Portraits
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Egg Box Gargoyles

fruit inspired clay tiles
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A  Cheerful  Orchestra  and
Other Ideas for Drawing Music
by Hannah Coulson

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Music and art
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This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

talking points: wassily Kandinsky

drawing source material: orchestras
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Design  Lab:  Phoebe  Cummings
at the V&A
Students, from the DesignLab at the V&A, London, worked with
artist Phoebe Cummings over a three month period to create a
site-specific,  group  piece,  from  unfired  clay  which  was
inspired by the historical 2D designs found on 19th century
British tableware in the collection.

5 Exercises by Henry Ward
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Using  Sketchbooks  to  Inform
Larger Work

Shoe  La-la  Project  by  Lala
Thorpe

Sketching from a Source and
Using Photocopies to Develop
a Sketchbook Approach

Shrinkle Spaces

Making  Sensory  Drawings  by
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Gillian Adair McFarland

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring pattern

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Shaheen Ahmed
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talking points: Louise Despont

Creating  Decorative  Designs
From  Birds:  Mark  Making,
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Texture and Pattern by Andrea
Butler

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds

Featured in the ‘Making Birds Pathway’

Talking Points: Inspired by Birds
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Intuitive  Art-  Freedom  to
Paint by Natasha Day
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