Questioning the Canvas

By Paula Briggs

This resource shares the aims and outcomes of 4 one-hour long
sessions with students aged 11, 12 and 13 from the AccessArt
Art Lab which took place at Wysing Arts Centre.

Following on from a short warm-up exercise which introduced
the children to the question: "What is a Canvas", I wanted to
provide the students with the opportunity to create 2-d or 3-d
artwork inspired by the creation of a canvas. Rather than take
an off the peg, ready made canvas, or a sheet or paper upon
which to paint, I thought it would be interesting if we built
up the canvases using other materials, so that the nature and
character of the canvas could inspire what was then created on
the canvas.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/questioning-the-canvas/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-is-a-canvas-exploration-activity/

The sessions were particularly successful in enabling students
to take part in a continuous process of reflection and action,
as they made decisions, sometimes consciously sometimes not,
about their next creative action.

To Begin

We began our questioning of what a canvas was, or might be, by
a gift and an invitation to deconstruct the gift. Each
teenager was given an old Observer book, and with the book
they were given permission to take it a part, and put it
together again in any way they wished...
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Schbols, Colleges, Arts Organisations:

Single and Multi-Users

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

Making Paper Masks for
Carnival and Mardi Gras

Making a Carnival Mask with the help of an AccessArt Template.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-paper-masks-for-carnival-and-mardi-gras/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-paper-masks-for-carnival-and-mardi-gras/

Making Sketchbooks at the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

This post shares how Paula Briggs and Sheila Ceccarelli from
AccessArt and Kate Noble from the Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge, enabled teachers to make sketchbooks and explore
them as a physical space to connect and collect ideas and
observations from museum collections.

Teenagers Write A Letter, A
Postcard, A Poem or A
Narrative in Invented Text

Developing Sketchbook Work
with Pink Pig Sketchbooks

Find more drawing and making ideas!


https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-sketchbooks-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-sketchbooks-at-the-fitzwilliam-museum-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-write-a-letter-to-self-in-invented-text/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-write-a-letter-to-self-in-invented-text/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-write-a-letter-to-self-in-invented-text/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/developing-sketchbook-work-with-pink-pig-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/developing-sketchbook-work-with-pink-pig-sketchbooks/
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Drawing Projects for Children and Make,

Build, Create. Blackdog Publishing
2015/2016

Our River - Year Five Pupils
Build a Communal Drawing 1in
Four Steps

Making Large Scale,


https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/our-river-year-five-pupils-build-a-communal-drawing-in-four-steps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/our-river-year-five-pupils-build-a-communal-drawing-in-four-steps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-large-scale-screenprinted-collaged-co-created-campaign-posters/

Screenprinted, Collaged, Co-
Created Campaign Posters!

You May Also Like..

Make, Build, Create: Sculpture Projects
for Children by Paula Briggs
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Published by Black Dog Books

#WHATDIDMYCHILDMAKE


https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-large-scale-screenprinted-collaged-co-created-campaign-posters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-large-scale-screenprinted-collaged-co-created-campaign-posters/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Make-Build-Create-Sculpture-Projects/dp/1910433705#:~:text=Book%20overview&text='Make%2C%20Build%2C%20Create%3A,activities%20and%20projects%20for%20children.
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Graffiti Floor - Teenagers
Have a Silent Conversation
with Pen and Mark

As an adult, you must remember your teenage self and all the
intensity with which life was felt?

Perseverance, Determination
and Inventiveness: Building
Nests

Year 4 pupils from Comberton Village College and Cambourne
Village College feeder schools met for a Gifted and Talented


https://www.accessart.org.uk/whatdidmychildmake/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graffiti-floor-teenagers-have-a-silent-conversation-with-pen-and-mark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graffiti-floor-teenagers-have-a-silent-conversation-with-pen-and-mark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graffiti-floor-teenagers-have-a-silent-conversation-with-pen-and-mark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/building_nests/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/building_nests/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/building_nests/

Sculpture Masterclass led by AccessArt at Bourn Primary
Academy. The session centred around an exploration of the
materials and construction methods we might use to build
inventive, sculptural nests.

Astronaut Paper Body Casts by
Gillian Adair McFarland

A non messy, big impact project in a day on the theme of space
exploration to fit with Tim Peake going to the International
Space Station.

Teachers Start the New Year
with Sketchbooks

AccessArt introduces teachers from English Martyrs Catholic
Primary School in Worthing, whistle stop introduction to
drawing and sketchbooks as tools for recording and thinking.

Shipwrecked! A Shadow Puppet


https://www.accessart.org.uk/astronaut-paper-body-casts-by-gillian-adair-mcfarland/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/astronaut-paper-body-casts-by-gillian-adair-mcfarland/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-start-the-new-year-with-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-start-the-new-year-with-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shipwrecked-a-shadow-puppet-play-by-children-aged-10/

Play by Children Aged 10

As the winter nights draw in and it was dark outside and cosy
inside, Friday Club students, turn the summerhouse into a
theatre and make a shadow puppet play.

Paperback Figures: Collaged,
Relief Sculptures

You May Also Like...

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Cardboard and paper

Book art with Primary children


https://www.accessart.org.uk/shipwrecked-a-shadow-puppet-play-by-children-aged-10/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paperback-figures-collaged-relief-sculptures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paperback-figures-collaged-relief-sculptures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-cardboard-and-paper/

Making 2d & 3d Fashion Designs with
Painted and Decorated Paper

Windy Day Drawing: What was


https://www.accessart.org.uk/book-art-with-primary-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorated-fashion-designs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/windy-day-drawing-what-was-it-really-all-about/

it really all about?

3D Drawing with Paper:
Texture — Surface — Structure

Artist Andrea Butler sets teenagers the challenge to create 3D
forms from sheets of paper experimenting with structure and
texture using manipulation techniques.

Paper Pigeon Project

Teenagers Improvise a Shadow
Puppet Play

Enjoy following how the saga of a lion., a dog, a goat, a
stegosaurus, and an ‘animal fairy’, told by Sophia and
improvised by this creative ‘Experimental Drawing’ team


https://www.accessart.org.uk/windy-day-drawing-what-was-it-really-all-about/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/3d-drawing-with-paper-texture-surface-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/3d-drawing-with-paper-texture-surface-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paper-pigeon-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-improvise-a-shadow-puppet-play/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teenagers-improvise-a-shadow-puppet-play/

How to Make a Simple Origami
Bird by Melanie Johns

Melanie Johns suggests using origami to transform old artwork.
It’s an exciting way of using less successful drawings or
paintings on paper to produce a new creative outcome, in the
form of a personalised paper sculpture.

Priscilla the Puffin: Make a
Simple Bird Mobile

Nicola McGovern was one of the artists who generously donated
an artwork to the AccessArt Share-a-Bird Project. She sent a
mobile of a puffin and included a template so that the
children who received her bird could have fun making a whole
flock of puffins.

Colourful Sculptural Birds by
Pupils at Donhead Preparatory
School

See fabulous selection of birds by pupils from Donhead
Preparatory School sent to AccessArt by Phillippa Dudgeon,
Head of Art & DT.
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