
Insect Cubes

By Jan Miller

Jan Miller is an Art and Design teacher with more
than  25  years’  experience  working  in  formal
education settings, currently teaching ages 4-15. 
In  this  resource,  facilitated  with  Year  8,
learners were challenged to create observational
and  expressive  drawings  of  insects  set  inside
resin cubes, focusing on scale and materials.

The activity consisted of two one-hour sessions in
which learners first worked on a small scale to
explore  the  potential  of  different  materials
before  moving  on  to  larger  drawings  using  a
spontaneous, bold, and expressive approach. The
distortion  of  the  insects  within  the  cubes,
combined with the unusual angles and shifts in
scale, made them ideal subjects for expressive
drawing.

This activity celebrates messy, experimental, and
individual responses, guiding learners through an
exploratory  journey  with  materials  towards  the
creation of a finished piece.

Log in as a member below to access the resource.
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An Individual

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-login.php?action=lostpassword


Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...

https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Drawing insects big

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


continuous line minibeasts

iridescent insects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-minibeasts-using-a-continuous-line-graphite-and-oil-pastel/


Collage Streets

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource….
“This  project  provides  a  real  opportunity  for
children  to  engage  with  a  range  of  different
processes  to  produce  truly  individual  final
results. Jan Miller is an experienced teacher and
connects her projects well with learning outcomes.
In this case, children are encouraged to have a
loose approach and to make their own creative
decisions – which is such a valuable part of any
child (or adults!) creative education”. – Rachel,
AccessArt

https://www.accessart.org.uk/iridescent-insects/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collage-streets/


You Might Also Like….
Painted Houses

One Line Street

Responding to Place

https://www.accessart.org.uk/printed-houses/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/one-line-street-scene-a-visualisation-warm-up/


Graphite  Sketches  of  Artist
Retreats

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Mixed Media Land and city scapes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/responding-place-claire-mather/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite-sketches-of-artist-retreats/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphite-sketches-of-artist-retreats/


This is featured in the ‘Mixed Media Land
and City Scapes’ pathway

Talking Points: Vanessa Gardiner

Talking Points: The Shoreditch Sketcher

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-vanessa-gardiner/


Talking Points: Kittie Jones

Water  and  Rock:  Teenagers
explore  building  drawings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shoreditch-sketcher/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-kittie-jones/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-and-rock-teenagers-explore-building-drawings-with-graphite-and-modroc/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-and-rock-teenagers-explore-building-drawings-with-graphite-and-modroc/


with graphite and modroc
Teenagers look at pieces of chalk and flint and explore the
physicality of rocks and geological processes with graphite
and plaster.

Illustrating  ‘The
Jabberwocky’
In  this  resource,  AccessArt  contributor  Eleanor  Somerset,
illustrates how she worked with a group of 7-10 year old
pupils and another of 10-15 year old budding artists, at the
Little Art Studio in Sheffield, on a series of workshops to
illustrate Lewis Caroll’s The Jabberwocky.

Painting the Storm, at Bourn
Primary Academy

Nest

https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-and-rock-teenagers-explore-building-drawings-with-graphite-and-modroc/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/illustrating-the-jabberwocky/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/illustrating-the-jabberwocky/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-the-storm-exploring-watercolour-and-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-the-storm-exploring-watercolour-and-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nest/


See  This  Resource  Used  in
Schools…





You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Sculpture,
Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/


Talking Points: What can we learn from
birds

Drawing source material: nests

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-can-we-learn-from-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/


Watercolour  Washes  Inspired
by  the  Tapestries  of  Henry
Moore
Introducing children to working with a restricted palette of
watercolours.

Drawing  Cloth  with  Water
Soluble Graphite
Exploring how water soluble graphite can be used to create
tonal contrast and to portray soft texture, shape and form.
Full AccessArt Members Only

Developing a Drawing Through
Exploration of Drawing Media
How  we  can  encourage  children  to  develop  their  drawing
approach through offering a variety of media and encouraging
reflection. Full AccessArt Members Only

https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-cloth-with-water-soluble-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-cloth-with-water-soluble-graphite/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/developing-a-drawing-through-exploration-of-drawing-media-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/developing-a-drawing-through-exploration-of-drawing-media-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394


Drawing Water!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-pouring-water/

