How Do Non-Specialist
Teachers Teach Art?

How Do Non-Specialist Teachers Teach Art?

Whilst talented artists often make great teachers,
it’'s also the case that teachers who have little
direct experience of art can be fantastic
facilitators.

Teachers are often fearful of teaching art because
of their own lack of expertise. There 1is an
assumption that because their own experience 1is
limited, they won’t be able to teach art
effectively. This, in turn, leads teachers to try
to gather very specific knowledge that they can
both lean on and pass on, in an attempt to feel in
control.

In fact, whilst of course the more you know about
art, the more experience you have to draw upon,
it’s also true that even inexperienced teachers
can inspire children to have the most amazing
adventures in art. All it takes is a shift in
emphasis.

Rather than try to teach specific knowledge,
embrace a sense of exploration. Forget the normal
hierarchy of the teacher knows and the pupils
learns. Instead, you, the teacher, undertake a
journey WITH the pupils. Better still, you model
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that exploration — you tell the children you are
exploring, and together, you discover and share
what you learn.

Why does this work? Because that is the way many
artists themselves work. Artists generally don’t
know what it 1s they are going to discover or
create through their work. Instead, they are open.
They explore. Of course, there are things you
know, and there are things you want to pass on,
but you do this through enabling the pupils’ own
exploration.

So instead of starting your session with
predefined knowledge which you will pass on, start
the session with a question: What might happen
if?... and go and explore with your pupils. You
still have a plan, you still know what you are
doing and why you are doing it... but you don’t
yet know what will happen, or even quite how you
will do it...

And as you explore, you WILL gain experience,
which will help feed into the process of becoming
a great art facilitator.
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This 1s a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

What Is Sculpture?

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Playful Making
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Featured in the ‘Playful Making’ pathway

Pathway: Making Birds

This 1s featured in the ‘Making Birds'’

pathway

Talking Points: Introduction to Sculpture


https://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/

Basic and Budget Friendly Art
Materials for Primary Schools

To The Thames Barrier And
Beyond

Workshop Season 1n Review
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Introduction to Charcoal

How To Assess Creativity:
Part One

How To Assess Creativity:
Part Two

World War 1 And The Work Of
Paul Nash

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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Green Thumbs

Which Artists: Andrew
Amondson

Which Artists: Tatyana Antoun

What We Like About This
Resource...

“The research phase of a creative project can be
presented in many different ways, and can even be
an art form in itself. Here, Tatyana demonstrates
how her sketchbooks became a medium through which
she expressed her thoughts, refined her ideas and
explored materials. We believe sketchbooks to be a
powerful tool for children to take ownership of
their ideas and travel on their own creative
journey, without necessarily knowing the
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destination. Take a look at our_sketchbook journey

for more sketchbook inspiration” - Rachel,
AccessArt.

I

Sketchbooks and Thinking Skills

Sketchbooks for Designers - an



https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-sketchbook-journey/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-thinking-skills/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-thinking-skills/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-for-design-or-thinking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-for-design-or-thinking/

Introduction for Children

[1@)

"

- a ,,- f7s.c
: . t 1 b . 'I-.

%

._S - F & 4':-

Using Sketchbooks to Take Ownership of
Ideas

Which Artists: Merlin Evans

What We Love About This
Resource..

So often, we hear talk of the distinction between
science and art, and no more so when teenagers
proceed through their education and they are
encouraged to choose one route or another. 1In
reality, creative thinking helps scientific
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understanding and a scientific approach can inform
and inspire art.

It'’s so refreshing to read and see Merlin’s
experience and understand how she works between
these two areas — in her words “mixing subjects,
and seeing how they work and intersect is where
inventions take place!"“

We also love the way her work embraces the felt
world of being human, as well as the known world.
We're sure many young people will find Merlin’s
work of interest and reassuring when they are
pressured to choose “art or science“.

You May Also Like..

Drawing for Learning

Drawing as a Way of Understanding
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Understanding

Exploring, Associliating
a Sketchbook

Connecting -


https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-as-a-way-of-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/walking-and-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-connecting-associating/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-connecting-associating/

Exercise

Rethinking our Approach to
Assessment & Progression 1in
Primary School

You May Also Like..

Assessment & Progression
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Mind the Gap Between the National
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Curriculum in Art for Primary
Schools & Ofsted

Home Made Inks

Printmaking By Scarlett
Rebecca
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How I Use Sketchbooks &
Drawing

Kitchen Lithography

See This Resource Used
In Schools..
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Mind the Gap Between
the National Curriculum

in Art for Primary
Schools & Ofsted

You May Also Like..
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Rethinking our Approach to Assessment &
Progression in Primary School

The words “assessment” and “progression”
have become very loaded in recent times,
and there 1is increasing pressure on
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teachers to treat art 1ike other
curriculum areas. The reality is art 1is
a unique subject and if we are to truly
enable creativity in schools then we
need to rethink our approach to
assessment and progression. Read More
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