Taking Stock: What a Game of
Snakes & Ladders Made Me
Think About Art Education
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WHERE ARE You ON THE BOARD? 1 WHAT = WHO came BEFOLET WHRT 1

Snakes and Ladders, originally named Moksha Patam,
is a game of sheer luck. But the historic version
had its roots in morality lessons: the board
represented a life journey complicated by virtues
(Lladders) and vices (snakes). The 1ladders
represented “good karma” (destiny: generosity,
faith and humility) and the snakes represented
“kama” (desire: lust, anger, murder and theft).


https://www.accessart.org.uk/snakes-ladders-thinking-for-art-educators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/snakes-ladders-thinking-for-art-educators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/snakes-ladders-thinking-for-art-educators/

Thinking about the board one day (through the lens
which I look at lots of things through at the
moment; that of trying to better understand how we
can more effectively connect visual arts education
from pre school, through to formal education,
further and higher education, through to work and
life long learning), it struck me that thing thing
I had always missed about the board was the
simplest thing, that it represented our journey in
life from birth to death. Nicely dissected into
even units, each year following the next,
interrupted only by the fateful throws of the
dice, and the things that help and hinder our
progress.
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With rarely a week passing when we don't hear
someone refer to the "lost generation" - those
whose lives have been temporarily put on hold
because of Covid, it struck me, once I had plotted
our education system (for those lucky enough) onto
the board, that even if we don't all reach the
ripe old age of 100, the time we spend 1in
education, which of course "maps" to the time we
spend morphing from baby to adult, is actually a
comparatively small amount of our total lifespan.
It took the board to make me see this. If the
years of 3 to 18, or 3 to 21 if we are really
lucky, are the years we commit (as a society) to
formal learning, what of the years that follows?
If creativity is an essential part of our
humanity, how do we nurture and enable creative
growth in all individuals beyond their formal
education?

A current mantra running through the work of
AccessArt at the moment is open out and step back.
Open out your thinking, check your preconceptions,
look around, and drop back down with renewed
focus. We need to be ambitious in our need to
redefine lots of things at the moment: Big things
like society and health care, and more precise
things like currciulum. In all these areas we are
best served, at this point, by opening out,
looking up and around, and focussing back down.
Without panic and without being defensive. Instead
to do so in an expansive, joyful, and positive
way.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/searching-for-the-opposite-of-fragmentation-contraction/

But the snakes and ladders board reminds us we are
each units in a bigger picture, and our lives
themselves are also split into units, and the
gestures we make and the experiences we have are
units too. Holding the smallness, the detail, and
making small incremental changes on a personal
level is perhaps how we make extraordinary changes
on a societal level. How small does the unit or
incremental change have to be to enable
grassroots, accessible, but instrumental change?
And how far do we have to look up, before we can
clearly see a new vision for the way forward?

The board is finite, and to be blunt, so are our
lives. Scattered with the things which help us



flow forwards or stop us in our tracks, both the
things we encounter, and the snakes and ladders we
put in place for others to find.
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How can we all learn from each other? Here's what
the snakes and ladders board made me think. And
you?

- Where are you on the board? - Wake up!

-What and who came before you? - Not just
immediately, but years before. What stands
out? What helped define you?

-What and who comes after? - What's ahead?



What would you like to be ahead?

-Who can you affect / inspire and where are
they on the board? - Look around and not just
at your neighbours. What do you have in
common? What sets you apart?

-Who could you learn from? - Which ages glow
for you? Where is your heart?

-Who would you like to share your expertise
with? - Build ladders!

-When does creativity flourish and when does
it stall? - See the board as a whole journey.
The ups and the downs. What does the journey
feel like?



Paula Briggs
July 2021

This 1s a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 850
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,



teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

An Exploration of Pandora’s
Box

You Might Also Like...

Ancient Greek Lyres



https://www.accessart.org.uk/an-exploration-of-pandoras-box/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/an-exploration-of-pandoras-box/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-lyre-inspired-by-the-ancient-greeks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-lyre-inspired-by-the-ancient-greeks/

Decorative Coil Clay Pots

Visual Arts Planning: Clay

Which Artists: Ava Jolliffe


https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative-clay-coil-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorative-clay-coil-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-clay/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-clay/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-ava-jolliffe/

Which Artists: 2B or Not 2B

Sketchbook Journey At
Haslingfield Primary School

Creativity Medals

See the Resource Used 1n
Schools..



https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-2b-or-not-2b/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-journey-1/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-journey-1/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creativity-medals/




What We Like About This
Resource...

“The sentiment behind this resource idea is lovely
and it provides an opportunity to really develop
some fine motor skills as well as independence of
approach. Taking ownership of the medal design
means the sense of achievement 1is heightened
beyond the children just being given one. You can
really imagine the positive energy that would
surround this activity within a classroom, with
each child working on a shared project but
embarking on their own creative journey.”
Rachel, AccessArt

You May Also Like...

Pathway: Playful Making
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making/

Featured in the ‘Playful Making’ pathway

Talking Points: Introduction to sculpture

Talking Points: Nnena Kalu


https://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-introduction-to-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/clay-art-medals/

Making Musical Instruments


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-nnena-kalu/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-linda-bell/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-musical-instruments/

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It's great to see music being explored in this
way, and combining it with making creates a really
interesting immersive project. This activity would
work well as part of an extended project looking
at musical instruments around the world and some
of the natural materials they are made from.” -
Rachel, AccessArt

You Might Also Like...

Pathway: Music and art

This 1s featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Talking Points: Linda BE1ll


https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/

talking points: wassily Kandinsky


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-linda-bell/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-nnena-kalu/

drawing source material: orchestras

A Cheerful Orchestra


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-kandinsky/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-orchestras-and-instruments/

Touch Wood

What We Like About This
Resource...

“You can get a real sense of the environment in
this post and how this could provide so much
inspiration for creative projects. We are aware
there the challenges to exploring the outdoors
when many schools are in towns and cities. A way
around this could be to have a regular collection
of natural objects within the classroom and using
them as a stimulus to respond creatively 1in
sketchbooks or in extended projects” - Andrea,
AccessArt


https://www.accessart.org.uk/cheerful-orchestra-ideas-drawing-music-hannah-coulson/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/touch-wood/

You Might Also Like...

A Passion for Woodworking



https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-passion-for-woodworking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-passion-for-woodworking/

Visual Arts PLanning: Tees, Forest and
Landscapes

Which Artists: Jason Line

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It’'s always so inspiring to hear how different
artists work and we particularly like the detailed
references Jake makes to his process — marking out
the composition using neutral tones; adding and
taking away compositional elements and gradually
building in more colour and detail. Delivering a
still life session in a classroom could begin with


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-jason-line/

this process and encourage the practice of looking
at positive and negative space. Some suggested
resources below also touch on this”. - Rachel,
AccessArt

You Might Also Like...



https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-negative-space-2/

Drawing Negative Space

Visual Arts Planning: Still Life

Which Artists: Su Blackwell

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It’'s really interesting to hear how Su’s career
path evolved organically, and how experimenting
with different disciplines such as ceramics and
sculpture whilst studying Textiles at the RCA
began her journey towards paper craft and books.
We really like how the small book sculptures


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-negative-space-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-su-blackwell/

inspired the larger scale set designs for The Snow
Queen. They transfer so effectively to the stage
and you can imagine how engaging it would be for a
young audience to recognise letters and words on
lampposts and other scenic elements”. — Rachel,
AccessArt

You Might Also Like...



https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-a-book-world/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-a-book-world/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introducing-set-designing-exercises-to-respond-to-text-model-making-2/

Sketch Set Design Models

Set Design for Primary Aged Children

Henry Moore’s Shelter
Drawings

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Form Through Drawing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/introducing-set-designing-exercises-to-respond-to-text-model-making-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/set-design-with-primary-aged-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/set-design-with-primary-aged-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/henry-moores-shelter-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/henry-moores-shelter-drawings/

This 1s featured in the ‘Exploring Form

Through Drawing’ pathway

Watercolour Washes Inspired by the
Tapestries of Henry Moore



https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/

Which Artists: Rachel Parker

What We Like About This
Resource

“It's really interesting to see the combination of
hand and digital work in Rachel’s work, and
particularly how her hand stitched embroidery 1is
scanned before being used to create patterned
products. We love that lots of Rachel’s work
begins in sketchbooks and how this really
underpins her creative process. For children in
school, learning to utilise a sketchbook and
discover their potential though drawing and
mapping 1ideas 1is invaluable. We have a whole
Sketchbook Journey section on the AccessArt
website (linked below) which explores this in more
detail”. — Rachel, AccessArt.

You Might Also Like...

Pathway: Exploring pattern


https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/

This is featured in the ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see


https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
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Inspired by Rachel Parker

Sewn Treasure Box


https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway_creating-repeating-patterns/

Which Artists: Cas Holmes


https://www.accessart.org.uk/treasure-box-by-paula-macgregor/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gabby-savagedickson-felting-sets/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artist-cas-holmes/

What We Like About This
Resource...

“The sense of journey and feeling of movement is
such an interesting part of Cas’ textile work
here. We 1love how 1location and place is
communicated through the variety of fluid and
meandering textile marks used. Cas’ Romani
background as well as early experience living 1in
Japan make for a rich cultural backdrop to her
work. The themes here could be explored in the
classroom by asking children to use memories of
places they’ve visited to produce a creative
response using fabrics and mixed media” - Rachel,
AccessArt

You Might Also Like...
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Draw Your Home



https://www.accessart.org.uk/draw-your-home-collage-stitch-and-fabric-crayons/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/draw-your-home-collage-stitch-and-fabric-crayons/

Landscape Sculptures

Working with Dogwood


https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-landscape-france-hatch/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-landscape-france-hatch/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/landscape-sculptures-in-wire-and-mixed-media-working-through-ideas-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/landscape-sculptures-in-wire-and-mixed-media-working-through-ideas-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-dogwood/

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It’s lovely to see a resource that centres on a
particular material and the scope it offers. I
particularly like how the dogwood is used here to
make wooden beads. This idea could be developed
further by looking at how wood has been used to
make jewelry throughout history and within many
different cultures.” — Rachel, AccessArt.

You Might Also Like...

A Passion for Woodworking



https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-passion-for-woodworking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-passion-for-woodworking/

Visual Arts Planning: Trees, Forests and
Landscape

Which Artists: Nathan Ward



https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-nathan-ward/

Which Artists: Toby Pritchard

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It’s a really positive thing for an artist to
share the concept of the creative journey. At
AccessArt we believe journeys are pretty important
and we are pleased to show this in action through
Toby Pritchard’s post. We particularly like the
anthropomorphic element, and how this really
brings life to Toby’'s work.” — Rachel, AccessArt

You May Also Like...

Anthropomorphic Animal Paintings



https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-toby-pritchard/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/anthropomorphic-animal-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/anthropomorphic-animal-paintings/

Exploring Animation
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Teaching for the Journey not the Outcome

Dropped Cone Sculptures with

Julia Rigby


https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-animation/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-animation/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/dropped-cone-sculptures-with-julia-rigby/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/dropped-cone-sculptures-with-julia-rigby/

What We Like About This
Resource...

“There’s a really fun element to this activity
which is you can imagine all children really
enjoying! The idea of food on large scale is a
great starter for a sculpture project and an early
exploration of working in 3D. What’s really
positive to see 1in this project is how the
children used their sketchbooks to design their
ice creams prior to working in 3D. They then had
the opportunity to re visit and refine their ideas
as they worked. This provides a sold foundation
for the concept of design development and design
through making- both of which underpin any visual
arts or design project or profession. For more
support on how to develop sketchbook practice in
your setting please see our Sketchbook Journey” -
Rachel, AccessArt

You Might Also Like...


https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-sketchbook-journey/

Art Club Cafe

Communal Drawing: Summer Picnic



https://www.accessart.org.uk/art-club-cafe/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/art-club-cafe/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/communal-drawing-summer-picnic-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/communal-drawing-summer-picnic-2/

Redesigning Food Packaging

Volcano Painting inspired by
Frank Bowling

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..


https://www.accessart.org.uk/redesigning-food-packaging/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/redesigning-food-packaging/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/volcano-painting-inspired-by-frank-bowling/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/volcano-painting-inspired-by-frank-bowling/


















https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/



https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/

What We VLike About This
Resource...

“We love how this activity provides an opportunity
to explore a well known Artist’s work, through
focussing on their materials and techniques. The
children looked at Frank Bowling’s work before
creating their own individual responses that
retained individual ownership - something we


https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_art/

advocate as part of a rich and balanced visual
arts education. It was also great to see how a
professional artist visited the school to further
enhance the children’s experience.” - Rachel,
AccessArt

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint

This 1s featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,
Paint’ pathway

Talking Points: Frank Bowling


https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/

Talking Points: Hannah Rae

Talking Points: Alice Kettle


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-frank-bowling/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-hannah-rae/

Portrait Club

What We Like About This
Resource..

“We’re really grateful to Jake from Draw Brighton
for sharing this activity which became so well
received during lockdown 2020.

This is the perfect reminder that wherever we are
in the digital or physical world, we have our
eyes, hands and faces, and drawing provides a
wonderful opportunity to come together in small
groups to make sketches of each other. Use this
activity as an ice breaker before a workshop, or
as a transition activity between classes or


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-point-alice-kettle/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/portrait-club/

events. Thank you Jake!” Paula, AccessArt

You Might Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity

v

This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby



https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/

Making Physical or Digital Layered
Portraits

Introduction to Portraits

g -,
g

Exploring Portraits in Graphite, Collage
and Clay


https://www.accessart.org.uk/layered-portraits-by-mike-barrett/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-portraits/

Which Artists: We are out of
office


https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-portraits-eleanor-somerset/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-we-are-out-of-office/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-we-are-out-of-office/

