
Raising Aspirations

By Stephanie Cubbin

Art educator and writer Stephanie Cubbin talks
about raising aspirations in Key Stage Three Art,
and shares advice and strategies for supporting
students' artistic development.
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One of the many things I love about teaching is
seeing students make or create something that they
did not expect they were capable of. It’s all
about high expectations and what I term ‘lifting
the lid’. Often with teaching schemes of work,
particularly in Key Stage Three, the artist and
the work they are expected to make is set. Year 7
can make "drawings in the style of (add your own
artist here)" and they will all make this. To
ensure that we are maintaining a good classroom
atmosphere, we have to make sure that students can
all access the work, and so it is often tailored
to the weaker end of the class. Students do well
when  they  have  completed  the  task  and



differentiation is all about ensuring there are
extension tasks for the more able. However, the
issue with this way of planning is that there are
fewer opportunities for students to show exactly
what they can do. Not free drawing lessons where
they can draw whatever they choose, but a project
with high expectations of research, photography,
drawing, painting and experimentation.



So instead I like to think about the Year 13
students, and what I would expect of them. I’d
like  my  students  at  that  stage  in  their  art
education to understand the creative process, the
value of good resourcing and experimentation. I



know that they find it more difficult to develop
their  own  ideas,  but  it  is  easier  with
preparation. I want my students to be able to
articulate  their  process  and  critically  review
their own work. Finally, I would like them to
underpin their ideas with excellent research from
a wide range of sources, including live ones.

All of this I ask of my KS3 students too. The
curriculum  is  planned  on  a  theory  in  which
students  repeat  the  same  creative  process  and
increase  the  level  of  demand  for  those  Y13
qualities.  I  personally  call  it  the  ‘creative
process’ and this process is the basis of any
assessment, not one task or drawing, but the whole
process (even if it is shortened) and feedback is
about the process too. Students are asked to self-
evaluate  their  creative  process  and  annotate
through their workbooks on how their art-work is
directing their own ideas.



There  are  some  things  that  I  believe  are



fundamental to aspirational KS3 teaching:

1. Students should always have choices when it
comes to artists – maybe they are choosing a piece
from a choice of one artist's work, or choosing
between two or three artists. Either way, the
students are responsible for their decision and
need to articulate why these images are in their
projects.  What  did  they  use  to  discriminate
between all the works?







2. Students need to feel success. Many come from a
primary education that feeds the idea that they
can either draw (and are naturally artistic) or
cannot draw (as they are not naturally gifted); it
is  not  considered  to  be  a  learned  skill.  In
addition to this, it is socially acceptable to be
‘bad’ at art (like Maths) and I have heard many
adults say “don't worry, I can’t draw a straight
line” (Or "I was always bad at Maths") – you never
hear those people say "Don't to worry – I can’t
read”… Our first job is to make sure students feel
success, so don’t make the entire curriculum about
observational drawing, let them paint, cut, make,
sculpt.





3.  Some  art  teachers  believe  that  allowing
students to trace, use light pads, or work from
photos  is  wrong…  I  disagree  -  we  break  down
language  for  teaching,  so  why  not  drawing?
Students can trace an object and then (in their
drawing  lesson)  focus  completely  on  the  mark-
making to show tone and shading. They spend time
building a language of marks and when this is
mastered, then we can tackle the observational
aspect of drawing. The students feel confident
enough to ‘try’ without immediately giving up.
It’s all about manageable chunks.









4. Students need to be given the opportunity to
make their own connections, including Year 7. Many
students have mobile phones with cameras, or can
share with friends. They need to understand, as
early as possible, the difference between taking
snaps and composing a photograph inspired by an
artist  or  photographer.  Collecting  your  own
resources  is  fundamental  to  making  original
artwork,  and  in  KS3  art,  students  can  make
original and exciting artwork.

5. Students should be given the opportunity to
exhibit their work - in corridors, online blogs,
galleries or community spaces, or even on posters,
invites and cards from the school. They start to



see their making as a serious enterprise.











Students  in  each  year  group  have  an  annual
independent project, which we tie in with an exam-
style outcome. They are given a theme related to
the work they have been doing that year, and a
series  of  tasks  that  they  need  to  achieve.
Students will be expected to decide what practical
work they do in lessons, and what they should do
at home for homework.  The tasks include artist
research with responses, photographs in response,
drawings and paintings from life or photos, and
then some development ideas to a final outcome.
The outcome idea is their own choice and developed
from their own work, this is often completed in
exam-style lessons.



If students do not bring anything in, or engage
with the unit, they are given something to draw by
the department, in pencil in their book. This is
part of their assessment, and will be part of
their self-evaluation too. By not participating,
or  bringing  in  interesting  homework,  they  are
learning about their own dedication, or commitment
to the subject. They are still drawing and being
assessed. In our experience, most students are
excited and want to demonstrate their enthusiasm
and commitment to the exam. The negatives of a few
students, not fully engaging, is deeply outweighed
by the many who show enthusiasm, creativity and
some surprising skill levels in this opportunity.

Our online blog helps as a way to share excellent
practice and outcomes. This way students can see
what their peers, and the other year groups are
achieving. They might be inspired by the work that
they see, and again drives the aspiration.





This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.



We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Assessment & Progression

Raising  the  Profile  of  the
Art Department

https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/raising-profile-of-art-department/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/raising-profile-of-art-department/


Being an Artist Teacher

Inspired!  Re-Creating  Cupid
and Psyche in Mixed Media by
Year Fives at Linton Heights
Year Five teacher, Kirsty Webb, shares her pupils’ Inspire
journey and their response to the Renaissance painting of
Cupid and Psyche by Jacopo Del Sellaio at the Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge and the benefits of having a full immersion
into materials and working together as a class on a shared
project.

Inspire  2020:  Introducing
Colour and Egg Tempera on a
Gesso Panel
This post shares how egg tempera was used as a medium in the
Italian Renaissance and how teachers interpreted the processes
involved in the teaching studio at the Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge with AccessArt and the Fitzwilliam Education Team,
as part of the CPD programme for Inspire 2020
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-re-creating-cupid-psyche-mixed-media-by-year-fives-linton-heights/
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Inspired! Psyche’s Resilience
by The Fitzy Peters
Natalie Bailey shares the pupils’ Inspire journey and their
response to the Renaissance painting of Cupid and Psyche by
Jacopo Del Sellaio at the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge as
well as her reflections on the transformative impact that the
project had on the children and how Art can support healing
and wellbeing.

Research:  Life  Drawing  &
Adolescents

Inspired! ‘The Tree’ by Year
One  and  Two  at  Hauxton
Primary School
In this post, Pamela Stewart shares the submission by Hauxton
Primary School, Cambridgeshire for Inspire: A Celebration of
Children’s Art in Response to Jacopo del Sellaio’s Cupid and
Psyche by Year One and Two pupils in ‘Owl Class’.
It  shares  the  pupils’  Inspire  journey  and  all  that  they

https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-psyches-resilience-by-the-fitzy-peters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-psyches-resilience-by-the-fitzy-peters/
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learned in response to looking at the Renaissance painting at
the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge.

Ofsted are Coming Tomorrow!
Sue Brown shares her experience of an Ofsted inspection with
an Art Deep Dive.

Cupid  and  Psyche:  How  a
Fifteenth-Century Renaissance
Panel Became the Most Loved
Painting in Cambridgeshire
Sheila Ceccarelli tells the story of how Cupid and Psyche,
painted by Jacopo Del Sellaio, an Italian Renaissance artist,
came to become the most loved painting in Cambridgeshire.
Inspire  is  an  exhibition  of  art  made  by  primary  school
children and celebrates the creativity of our local schools.
It champions the on-going importance of cultural learning and
the visual arts for children and young people. A chance also
to see Del Sellaio’s Cupid and Psyche on display next to the
children’s work. 
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Spotting  Potential  and
Nurturing a Young Talent

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Portraits

Assessment & Progression

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/
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A Year of Art Lessons with
Year 3 – Introduction

Handle  with  Care!  Why
Teaching  Art  to  Primary
School  Children  is  Still
Important

https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-year-of-art-with-year-three/
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Guided Sessions: Benefits and
Practicalities

Style and Aesthetic

Balancing  Observational  &
Experimental Drawing

Teaching for the Journey not
the Outcome

“Heart-Work”  an  Arts  and
Wellbeing  Project  for  Young

https://www.accessart.org.uk/guided-sessions-benefits-and-practicalities/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/guided-sessions-benefits-and-practicalities/
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/heart-work-art-and-wellbeing-for-young-people/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/heart-work-art-and-wellbeing-for-young-people/


People

Arts  and  Minds:  Time  to  Introduce
Ourselves – A Sculpture Challenge

Arts  and  Minds:  A  ‘Heart-Work’
Conversation

https://www.accessart.org.uk/heart-work-art-and-wellbeing-for-young-people/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-time-to-introduce-ourselves-a-sculpture-challenge/
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Arts  and  Minds:  Asemic  Writing  and
Invented Text

Feeling Through Drawing

Drawing for Mindfulness

https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-asemic-writing-and-invented-text/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-feeling-through-drawing/


Arts and Minds: Expressive Monoprinting
on a Big Scale

Constructing the World with Collage

https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-drawing-for-mindfulness/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-expressive-monoprinting-on-a-big-scale/


Building to the Limit

Manipulating Clay with Water

https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-constructing-the-world-with-collage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-building-to-the-limits/


AccessArt  helps  teachers  at
Belvue  School  to  get  ready
for a Drawing Week
Back to InSET & CPD

Teachers  Battle  it  Out  in  Conversation
with Marks on Paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-manipulating-clay-with-water/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-helps-teachers-at-belvue-school-to-get-ready-for-a-drawing-week/
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-helps-teachers-at-belvue-school-to-get-ready-for-a-drawing-week/
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Teachers embarked on an exercise whereby they made marks on
paper  to  have  a  conversation  with  a  partner.  This  was  a
playful and fun exercise and teachers very much enjoyed both
the process and outcomes.

Teachers Explore Pattern, Shape & Texture
with Charcoal, Graphite, Masking Tape and
Pastels

This was the second session in the series and an introduction
to pattern, shape and texture with charcoal and graphite, and
an opportunity for teachers to break down any preconceived
ideas about what drawing is and who drawing processes is for.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-battle-it-out-in-conversation-with-marks-on-paper/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-explore-pattern-shape-texture-with-charcoal-graphite-masking-tape-and-pastels/


Play  and  Placement:  Teachers  Explore
Approaches to Drawing

This was the third and final session in the series, and an
opportunity  to  play  with  creative  mark-making  and  explore
context  and  placement  as  an  introduction  to  larger  scale
drawing and concepts around installation art.

UK  Charity  AccessArt  welcomes  artists,
educators, teachers and parents both in
the UK and overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Join AccessArt from only £3.50 per month
and enjoy full access to hundreds more
resources!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/play-and-placement-teachers-explore-approaches-to-drawing/


Teachers  Explore  Pattern,
Shape  &  Texture  with
Charcoal,  Graphite,  Masking
Tape and Pastels
An introduction to pattern, shape and texture with charcoal
and graphite, and an opportunity for teachers to break down
any preconceived ideas about what drawing is and who drawing
processes is for

https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-explore-pattern-shape-texture-with-charcoal-graphite-masking-tape-and-pastels/
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