Drawing
Insects

Source

Material:

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups.
Insects
Use this collection of films as source material
for pupils exploring insects. In the first
instance you might want to pause the videos as
suitable points to enable the children to
carefully look at the main forms and details. Try
to create a sense of momentum – for example you
might pause the video 4 times and ask the pupils
to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3 minute and 4
minute drawing at each pause.
Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they draw – use your voice to attract their
attention to features of the insect.
When pupils are more experienced, you can also try
getting them to make their drawings as the videos
play – making quick gestural sketches.

Drawing Exercises
1.

Have the children draw in a quiet room, with
the video on the whiteboard.

2.

Stop the video at a chosen frame and use your
voice to direct their drawing. Choose words
which relate to the imagery, for example you
might decide to focus their attention on
vertical lines, so you might choose words
like: line, growth, upward, downward, fall…
or you might choose to attract their
attention to the energy of a wave or the
curve of an animals back. Think carefully
about the words you use – they don’t have to
be used in sentences – you can speak lists.

3.

Each sketchbook response might take just 3 to
5 minutes, then move on to another still.
Create a sense of momentum.

4.

Direct pupils to use a chosen medium. You
might like to start with soft pencil or
handwriting pen.

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Flora and Fauna

This is featured in the ‘Flora and Fauna’
pathway
using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Find out how pupils can respond
artists work in sketchbooks
Show me what you see

to

Enable close looking and drawing with
this exercise

