How Artists Use Theilr
Sketchbooks

<<< Back to the Main Sketchbook Journey Page

‘How Artists Use Their Sketchbooks’ is a growing
collection designed to help you and your learners
build understanding as to what a sketchbook is and
can be, straight from the perspective of
practising artists. On this page, you’ll find
videos sharing how artists across different
disciplines use their sketchbooks.

The videos will encourage learners to think about
the purpose of a sketchbook, what a sketchbook
might look like, and how it might be used both
professionally and personally.

You may spot that artists use them for notes,
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material tests, mindless doodles, thoughtful
drawings, collages, marks, and thoughts and
feelings. They might be big, small, bought or
handmade, a series of separate sheets or simply a
folded page.

How might this way of working benefit learners in
your educational setting, or inspire the way you
work in your own sketchbook?

Explore How Artists Use Their
Sketchhooks..

Explore videos..

As a Painter, by Rowan Briggs Smith

As a Painter, by Rachel Thompson
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As a painter, by Joe Gamble

As an illustrator, by Alice bowsher
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As an illustrator, by Tobi Meuwissen

As a mixed media artist, by Morag Thomson
Merriman
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Drawing from Life: How Artists Use
Sketchbooks

Inbal Leitner: My tiger sketchbook
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Saoirse Morgan: concertina sketchbook
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Phil Dean: The Shoreditch Sketcher

Explore written blogs

animator: Gemma Longbottom
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artist: Emma Davies
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Artist: Jo Blaker

Architect: Felix Liebig
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Printmaker: Claire Harrup
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IlTlustrator: Rob Gill
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illustrator: Debbie Greenaway

ILLUSTRATOR: TONKA UZU
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see examples of pupil sketchbooks

Sketchbook Exploration of Paul Nash
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A Sketchbook Journey at Haslingfield
Primary School

Making Elastic Band Sketchbooks
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The art of Zines
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see examples of teacher sketchbooks

Teachers make sketchbooks at the
Fitzwilliam Museum
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