Modelling the Head in Clay
Part 3 — Skull

By Melissa Pierce Murray

In the previous two posts, we concentrated on creating a solid
armature and clay foundation for our clay heads. In this post
we concentrate on developing the shape of the cranium and
forehead, the structure of the eye sockets, cheekbones, jaws
and teeth.

Referring to anatomical drawings or to a model of a skull will
help students begin to see this bony underpinning to the skin
and muscles of the head. The angular solidity of the bone
structure will add dynamism to the fluid forms of the final
clay head.

The tendency when making a clay head is to go right to the
features of the face, and to concentrate on that which we know
or what is familiar. With this class, I encouraged the teens
to slow down, to try to learn about the bony structure of the
skull by using a rigorous and methodical methodology. Of
course, this isn't the only way to approach learning, but it
was an opportunity to explore and apply a different set of
skills.

See all resources in this series here: Modelling the Head in
Clay
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AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.
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