
Alternative Fashion
By Jan Miller

Jan  Miller  is  an  Art  and  Design  Technology  teacher  and
magazine editor with 25 years’ experience. In this post Jan
describes a fashion and textiles project delivered to a class
of Year 5s and 6s where the group were encouraged to create
unique fashion designs using a range of processes.

The project was developed over several lessons, but any one of
the  activities  could  be  completed  as  a  standalone  task,

https://www.accessart.org.uk/alternative-fashion/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/jan-miller/


depending on the availability of materials and paper size. The
activity is suitable for any age, any setting – kitchen table
craft, activity group or lesson. Children can work in pairs
and younger/older pupils could also engage with this project.

 

Introduction

Children  often  make  imaginative  figure  drawings  in  their
leisure time and this joyful project was a development of this
interest. The figure has always been a source of focus for
artists through time and there are several artists who could
be used as inspiration. We wanted a fun and engaging approach,
whilst building skills and working with spontaneous techniques
in a creative environment – by creating our own fashion school
and designing unique clothes.
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Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You Might Also Like...
2d and 3d Fashion Designs using Painted
Paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


Barbie and Ken Transformation

Puppets Inspired by Historical Paintings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorated-fashion-designs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/barbie-ken-transformation/


Working on Black Paper

You Might Also Like…
Drawing Spirals

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pop-up-puppets-inspired-by-a-historical-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/
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Thinking Silhouettes

Painting with Poster Paint

Coat-hanger Shells

https://www.accessart.org.uk/thinkingsilhouettes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-poster-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/coat-hanger-shells/


You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers

Painted and Sculptural Plant Pots

Drawing Insects with Wire

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/


Hew Locke Inspired Boats

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-in-wire-and-tracing-shadows-in-black-pen-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/hew-locke-inspired-boats/




You Might Also Like…
Making a Treehouse

Dropped Cone Sculptures

What is Sculpture?

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-treehouse/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/dropped-cone-sculptures-with-julia-rigby/


AccessArt  Session  Recording:
Colour Mixing

EYFS  &  SEND:  Resources  &
Skills Editable Document

Modroc Plasterboard
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-session-recording-colour-mixing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-session-recording-colour-mixing/
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You May Also Like…
Session Recording: how to use modroc

How to use modroc

https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-exploring-modroc/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-to-use-modroc/


Deconstructing  to  Help  You
See

You May Also Like
ten minutes, five times a week

the drawing journey

https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/deconstructing-to-help-you-see/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
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all drawing resources

Recycled Baubles by Scarlett
Rebecca

You May Also Like
making a puzzle purse

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessartdrawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baubles-by-scarlett-rebecca/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/recycled-baubles-by-scarlett-rebecca/


Turkish map fold

adapting accessart: 2d to 3d

https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/turkish-map-fold/


Introduction to Ink

You May Also Like
Graphic inky still life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-from-2d-to-3d/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/


See Three Shapes

see all ink resources

Artist  Studio  Series:  Saya

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shapes-to-create-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ink/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/artist-studio-series-saya-mcnairn-yanagi/


McNairn-Yanagi

Artist Studio Series: Sherrie
Leigh Jones

Artist Studio Series: Alej Ez

T-Shirt Paintings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/artist-studio-series-saya-mcnairn-yanagi/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/artist-studio-series-sherrie-leigh-jones/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/artist-studio-series-sherrie-leigh-jones/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/artist-studio-series-alej-ez/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/t-shirt-paintings/


You May Also Like…
Transforming Objects

Autumn Floor Textiles

https://www.accessart.org.uk/transforming-objects/


Collecting, Arranging, Drawing

Session Recording: Sculpture,
Structure,  Inventiveness  and

https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collecting-arranging-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-sculpture-structure-inventiveness-and-determination-pathway/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-sculpture-structure-inventiveness-and-determination-pathway/


Determination Pathway

What Does Success Look Like?

You May Also Like…
Assessment & Progression

visual arts pedagogy

https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-sculpture-structure-inventiveness-and-determination-pathway/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-does-success-look-like/
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Printing with String

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-pedagogy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/printing-with-string/


You May Also Like…
Repeat Pattern Printing Roller

Modroc Plasterboard

https://www.accessart.org.uk/repeat-pattern-printing-roller/


Imaginary Landscapes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/modroc-plasterboard/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/imaginary-landscapes/


See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…



You May Also Like
Lets start with collage



Insect hotels

Collecting,  Arranging,
Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/lets-start-with-collage/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/insect-hotels/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collecting-arranging-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collecting-arranging-drawing/


You May Also Like…
Finding circles



Shells:  Observational  and  imaginative
drawing

Still Life Compositions

https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-circles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shells-observational-and-imaginative-drawing/


Talking  Points:  Dancing  to
Art

A  collection  of  imagery  and  sources
designed to introduce children to using
their  whole  bodies  to  respond  to
paintings.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-dancing-to-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-dancing-to-art/


Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 
   

*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be
due  to  your  schools  firewall  or  your  cookie
selection. Please check with your IT department.*

This resource is free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.

mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Dancing to Art by Tate Gallery

“Corali, a leader in dance created by artists with
a learning disability, have worked with Tate since
1998 and are experts in creatively taking up space
in our galleries. We invited Paul, Sherri, Bethan
and  Dj  from  Corali  to  design  performances  in
response to four artworks at Tate Britain. We
wanted to show what happens when people have the
freedom to enjoy the gallery however they want,
and how this can open up new ways of responding to
art.” – Tate Youtube

Watch the video with the pupils, and look at the
images below. Find out how you can respond to art
through dance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qw8Lmwvax7A


Improvisation  35  (1914)  painting  by  Wassily
Kandinsky



Claude Monet’s Impression, Sunrise (1872) famous
painting. Original from Wikimedia Commons.

Questions to Ask Children

What movement might you use to describe a windy
day?

What movement would you use in response to the
colour red? Blue? Green? Black?

Use  your  whole  body  to  make  a  movement  that
represents an atmosphere or an emotion, such as
gloomy, peaceful, excited…



How would you use your body to respond to a spikey
/ straight / curved line?
 


