
Making a Backwards Sketchbook

A backwards sketchbook starts with drawings on
paper which then get constructed into a book. They
are a great way to both store your drawings, and
to help learners reflect upon and rework existing
drawings.
 

 

Benefits:

A way to collect together old drawings which
might otherwise not have a life.

An opportunity to reflect upon old drawings,
and make new marks in response.

The drawings can be removed if needed.

 

You Will Need:

A selection of old drawings made on paper.
These might be drawings made as a result of
drawing exercises.

Elastic band

Cardboard

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-backwards-sketchbook/


Process:

1. Collect. Collect old drawings of various sizes
together.

2. Make the Cover. Cut a piece of cardboard twice
the size of the finished sketchbook and fold it in
half.

3. Fold the Drawings. Fold the drawings so that
they fit in the sketchbook.

4. Secure. Secure with an elastic band.

5.  Revisit  the  old  drawings  by  using  the
sketchbook - you might choose to reflect upon the
drawings and make notes in the sketchbook, or add
new drawings to your old.
 



This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Making  Time  for  Sketchbooks
in Schools

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-time-for-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-time-for-sketchbooks/


Water Soluble Felt-Tips With
Complementary Colours

See How This Resource Is Used
in Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-soluble-felt-tips-complementary-colours/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/water-soluble-felt-tips-complementary-colours/




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Spirals

This  resource  is  in  the  ‘Spirals’
pathway.

the drawing journey

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/


Layered Colour Gestural Drawing

Messages  From  Creative
Adults:  How  Does  Creativity
Make You Feel?

Messages  From  Creative
Adults: Our Advice To You

https://www.accessart.org.uk/four-colour-gestural-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-happy-or-mad/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-happy-or-mad/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-happy-or-mad/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-advice/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-advice/


Messages  From  Creative
Adults: Art School Experience

Messages  From  Creative
Adults: What Does Creativity
Mean To You?

What Shape is Progression

You May Also Like…
Assessment & Progression

https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-art-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-art-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-shape-is-progression/


Knowledge Organisers for Art
in Primary Schools

You May Also Like
Creativity Connects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/knowledge-organisers-for-art-in-primary-schools/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/knowledge-organisers-for-art-in-primary-schools/


Permission to Make

What did my child make this week?

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-the-guardian/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/permission-to-make/


Visual Arts Planning: Light and Dark

Offering to Teachers to ages 4-11

https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-did-your-child-make-with-their-hands-this-week-and-why-it-is-important/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-light-and-dark/


Pedagogy in 250 words

Drawing  for  Learning  in
Anatomy, by Dr Fay Penrose

https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-of-ages-4-to-11/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pedagogy-in-250-words/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-learning-in-anatomy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-learning-in-anatomy/


You May Also Like…
University  of  Liverpool  Veterinary
Science Schematic Drawing Task

Drawing  for  Science,  Invention  and
Discovery

cpd recordings: Disciplines and pedagogy

https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-as-a-way-of-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-science-invention-discovery-even-if-you-cant-draw-by-paul-carney/


all recorded cpd sessions

Nature Kaleidoscope
How to create a kaleidoscope using found natural objects and
mirror card.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/recordings-disciplines-pedagogy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/past-session-recordings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nature-kaleidoscope/


Animal  Habitats:  An
Ecological  Mural  of  Planet
Earth
Vicki Ostersen visits her local Primary School to create a
beautiful  large  scale  mural  of  animals  in  their  natural
habitats.

Raising Aspirations

You May Also Like…
Assessment & Progression

https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animal-habitats-an-ecological-mural-of-planet-earth/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/raising-aspirations/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/


How I use my Sketchbook as a
Painter and Maker, by Rowan
Briggs  Smith:  Anatomy
Sketchbooks

DrawAble:  Creating  a  Poetry
Comic with Irina Richards

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Storytelling through drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-i-use-my-sketchbook-rowan-briggs-smith-anatomy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-i-use-my-sketchbook-rowan-briggs-smith-anatomy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-i-use-my-sketchbook-rowan-briggs-smith-anatomy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-i-use-my-sketchbook-rowan-briggs-smith-anatomy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Storytelling
Through Drawing’ pathway

Talking Points: Laura Carlin

Talking Points: Shaun Tan

https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-laura-carlin/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shaun-tan/


DrawAble:  Making  a  Puzzle
Purse with Eilis Hanson Part
Two

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring pattern

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Andy Gilmore

https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/


DrawAble:  Making  a  Puzzle
Purse with Eilis Hanson Part
One

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring pattern

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-andy-gilmore/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-1/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-1/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/puzzle-purse-with-eilis-hanson-part-1/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Pattern’ pathway

Talking points: Andy Gilmore

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-andy-gilmore/


DrawAble:  Making  Layered
Portraits  by  Mike  Barrett
Part Three

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/
https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/


https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/
https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/
https://twitter.com/LCPS07


https://twitter.com/LCPS07
https://twitter.com/LCPS07
https://twitter.com/LCPS07


https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D


https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

Talking Points: Yinka Shonibare

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/


DrawAble:  Making  Layered
Portraits  by  Mike  Barrett
Part Two

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-yinka-shonibare/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/


DrawAble:  Making  Layered
Portraits  by  Mike  Barrett
Part One

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/

