
Painting A Rainbow Forest
Rachel Burch, Head of Art at Burton Hathow Preparatory School
and her pupils paint their own large scale, colourful forest
inspired by AccessArt's resource 'Painting A Bluebell Forest'.
Rachel shares her process below.

By Rachel Burch

This is the work that my Year 4 class did over a six week
period, with a 90 minute art lesson each week. The work was in
response  to  the  Access  Art  resource  ‘Painting  a  Bluebell
Forest’. We are a school with woodland and so I used this as
our stimulus. Not having easels, I staple gunned A1 cartridge
paper to the fence, children wore their overalls and knelt on
bin bags, I think only a couple managed to kneel in their
palette!

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-a-rainbow-forest/
http://burtonhathow.co.uk/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-a-bluebell-forest-in-cyan-magenta-and-process-yellow-on-a-large-scale/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/rachel-burch/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-a-bluebell-forest-in-cyan-magenta-and-process-yellow-on-a-large-scale/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-a-bluebell-forest-in-cyan-magenta-and-process-yellow-on-a-large-scale/


As warm ups we spent about 10 minutes each week exploring
forwards and backwards drawing, and thoughtful mark making.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/


 

We painted outside for 2 sessions. The children had ready
mixed paint and palettes, I encouraged colour mixing and gave
permission to paint anything any colour. It was interesting to
see  that  they  found  this  liberating  and  yet  still  tended
towards green leaves and brown branches. One child discovered
‘rainbow painting’ with a sponge brush and this inspired the
whole group to play with colour.



 

Following on from those lessons, working inside on tables, the



children printed leaves onto their paintings using Press-print
tiles that they made and also potato prints. They added fine
details  of  twigs,  nests  and  grasses  using  pens,  pencils,
pastels and by printing with the edge of thin card.

The final transformative element was adding a Brusho wash to
cover any remaining white paper. The children absolutely loved
this, finding the colours so exciting.

The response to these paintings has been fantastic, all the
children were excited and proud of their work. We displayed
them in the school hall as a whole forest. I think the large
scale work enabled the children to work in a much freer way,
laughing and rushing to each other showing the amazing colours
they had made. They are much more confident artists now and
relish  big  sheets  of  paper,  knowing  they  can  achieve,
interestingly there has been a marked improvement in small
scale drawing as well.



 















This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.


