Which Artists: Merlin Evans

By Merlin Evans

Merlin Evans is an Award Winning Medical Artist and Director
of Drawn To Medicine. In this post Merlin talks about how her
practice is a result of pushing the boundaries of different
disciplines. Merlin shares her creative journey from her
enjoyment of both the Arts and Sciences at school, through to
training as a medical artist. Merlin talks about her desire to
capture the 'anatomy of the self', which she defines as 'the
stuff the makes us, us', not just muscles and bones, but also
our thoughts, emotions and memories. This post may be
particularly of interest to secondary school students who
enjoy the arts and the sciences, and may be starting to think
about a career path that utilises both interests.
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AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

What We Love About This
Resource..

So often, we hear talk of the distinction between
science and art, and no more so when teenagers
proceed through their education and they are
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encouraged to choose one route or another. In
reality, creative thinking helps scientific
understanding and a scientific approach can inform
and inspire art.

It'’s so refreshing to read and see Merlin’s
experience and understand how she works between
these two areas — in her words “mixing subjects,
and seeing how they work and intersect 1is where
inventions take place!"“

We also love the way her work embraces the felt
world of being human, as well as the known world.
We're sure many young people will find Merlin’s
work of interest and reassuring when they are
pressured to choose “art or science“.

You May Also Like..

Drawing for Learning



https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-learning-in-anatomy/

Dr Fay Penrose, PhD, PGCert, SFHEA,

BA(Hons) Senior Lecturer in Veterinary
Anatomy and Head of First Year in
Veterinary Science, University of
Liverpool, explores why visual and
tactile literacy and manual dexterity
skills are important in the STEM subjects
in higher education.

Drawing as a Way of Understanding

Fay Penrose, Lecturer in Veterinary
Biology at The Veterinary School at
University of Liverpool, who shares her
work in introducing drawing as a way of
checking understanding of complex
subjects. This methodology would be very
transferable to a number of subject areas
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in schools.

Drawing as a Way of Understanding

Resource by Andrea Butler sharing her

process of making drawings whilst
walking. “I wanted to develop a way of
drawing that captured my sensory and
visual experiences as I moved through the
landscape.”

Inspired! ‘The Tree’ by Year
One and Two at Hauxton
Primary School

In this post, Pamela Stewart shares the submission by Hauxton
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Primary School, Cambridgeshire for Inspire: A Celebration of
Children’s Art in Response to Jacopo del Sellaio’s Cupid and
Psyche by Year One and Two pupils in ‘Owl Class’.

It shares the pupils’ Inspire journey and all that they
learned in response to looking at the Renaissance painting at
the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge.

Beginning with Bones

In a workshop led by artist Melissa Pierce Murray, teenagers
make observational drawings of a 1/4 life size model of a
skeleton to understand the structure of the human body.
Students looked at how artists used armatures, including
Alberto Giacometti and Henri Matisse.

Dancing Bones

Inspired by real anatomical drawings of human, ape, cat, lion,
horse and dog skeletons, teenagers build ‘life size’ and
‘oversize’ collages of ‘dancing skeletons’ — This workshop was
led by artist Melissa Pierce Murray

Day of the Dead Skulls

This workshop combined students’ studies of the skull with
ideas borrowed from the Mexican traditions for Dia de Muertos
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— The Day of the Dead.

Magnets and Forces

Secondary school students are likely to study properties of
magnets in their science classes, but in this workshop, artist
Melissa Pierce Murray, encourages teenagers to explore playful
and aesthetic responses to magnets, rather than analytic and
quantifiable ones. Using artistic and scientific approaches
together aid in developing curiosity and imagination.

The Opposite of Light

Teenagers work with artist Melissa Pierce Murray on a range of
explorations looking at light and contrasts. This workshop
explores contemporary themes around placement, object and
meaning.
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