Spotting Potential and
Nurturing a Young Talent

In this resource, Jan Miller discusses the work of a Year Four
pupil who approached a class project on drawing Roman
portraits in his own unique way. The project proved to be the
catalyst that revealed his talent, leading to an exhibition,
success in a prestigious art competition and requests to
purchase his work.

Jan Miller shares a whole year’s worth of teaching for ages 7
to 8 in a collection of resources for AccessArt: Teaching Art
to Year Three



https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spotting-potential-and-nurturing-a-young-talent/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/jan-miller-our-talented-art-teacher-winner/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-art-to-year-three-by-jan-miller/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-art-to-year-three-by-jan-miller/

By Jan Miller



https://www.accessart.org.uk/jan-miller-our-talented-art-teacher-winner/

Context

How do we react when a child responds to a task in a very
different way to their peers? Do we stop them, remind them of
our expectations and demonstrate again, watching them
carefully as they continue? I find myself excited to see an
anomaly in those viewing the world, and the challenge,
differently. But then what — do we stand back and give them
space and opportunity to grow? What if that anomaly is due to
an exceptionally accomplished response?

This article comes about from drawing Roman portraits with
Year 4. There were two of these such anomalies when viewing
the outcomes. One concentrated for the entire hour session,
filling his page with a glorious array of washes of inks, so
the results didn’t identify as a face to viewers but he was
very pleased with his ‘portrait’ and was keen to explain the
features; 1t was an accomplished ‘colour study’. These
children are not going through the motions, trying to please,
jumping through hoops or fulfilling assessment criteria.
Unlike other areas of the curriculum, we have a duty to
appreciate that these children are making progress.

In this article I will focus on the other child who was
equally engaged and also used a vibrant palette. He proved
himself to be at the other end of the spectrum however, as a
very proficient portrait artist. He intuitively used
interesting marks and accurate proportion and was able to
capture the essence of the image as he conveyed control of a
variety of materials. The Roman portrait was used as a
reference but he worked quickly to stamp his own style all
over it. He demonstrated a subtle alchemy — a magical process
of creation that happens with some children in our art
lessons.



In a fortunate stroke of serendipity, he has discovered a
theme that has shone a light on his talent in using a ‘happy
chance’ range of marks to produce almost 100 portraits and
still only aged 10. His artwork had many positive reviews
leading to a solo exhibition at a Museum, offers of sales and
first prize in a prestigious Museum competition open to
students aged 19.



Work in progress — in the kitchen.
Aims

 Explore the possibilities when combining materials,
techniques and processes.

= Learn by repeating work on the same theme

» Produce an individual tactile response

» Develop drawing and mark-making skills

= Develop observation skills and proportion

 Engage pupils in topic - develop a project in which all
abilities can feel a sense of achievement.

 Encourage children to continually make decisions and to
strive for ‘correct answers’ and expected responses.

= Learn from each other’s response

Learn to respond creatively and with expression and
emotion.

Who are the sessions aimed at?



The sessions were run with a child aged 9. But the portraiture
can be adapted to suit any age.

Which areas of exploration are covered?

 Portraiture

= Mark-making

= Colour blending, mixing and controlling of colour.
= Confident in handling materials

 Learning through play and experimentation.

= Appreciation of culture

 Working spontaneously.

 Informed and independent material choices.

How much time is needed?

The session was approx. 2 hours for each portrait - some took
less time. They all follow similar stages to build up the
image. A mixed box of materials was used.

The lesson used three materials — chalk, pencil and oil pastel
progressively building on each other as well as concurrently.
As each portrait is made, he is developing knowledge and
understanding of process and materials. If you follow the
stages and processes, you would produce this style of
portraits and cover the areas of exploration listed.



Extension ideas

= Each child could produce a selfie. Produce images of



characters from history. Draw members of their family.
Each begins a portrait and others work on it by adding
to it, to extend the variation in marks and handling of
materials.

»Ask children to make marks as warm ups in their
sketchbook and use these in their portrait - the teacher
can describe textures to aid thenm.

» They could add imaginative colour to black and white
photographs of faces as a starting exercise.

 Look at portraits by artists such as Picasso, Wylie etc
who use strong colour, minimal lines and do not strive
for realism.

» Taking an image, changing it and making it their own
becomes more difficult as children grow, so giving these
opportunities is vital.

TIP

Don't be precious about materials- a mixed box gives options
and choices — thinking about the colour as well as the
material each time, encouraging layering rather than just
colouring in.

A3 is a perfect size to complete in one or two sessions and 1is
the right size to add interesting marks.

Where might the sessions be used?

= Classrooms (as part of art lessons or workshop)
= After-school art club or AG&T group.

= Community groups (i.e. Scouts and Guides)
 Gallery, Museum or Art Organisation workshop.



Materials and Equipment

= A3 paper

 Pencils- H HB 2B 4B 8B graphite stick
 Retractable lead pencil

- Sharpener, eraser

» Couple of o0il pastels including white

» Conte chalks - thin pastels

» Block printing ink, roller, chopping board

Stages of the Activity Session:

First - the drawing

He began by taking photographs of old wooden religious heads
and marble busts. He took the images in museums, churches and
collected leaflets with images on to work from. An initial
quick outline was made on A3 paper to create the angle of
head, size of hair, amount of neck and shoulder to fit on.



Some stronger lines were made with softer pencils, especially
on the hair - erasing and editing when needed.










Second - Adding colour

This often began with chalks — deciding on a couple of colours
that can be seen, and emphasised, from close observation of
the photograph. By using the chalks on the side as well as the

sharp edge to create strong lines, then soft and smudging
marks were made with his finger.



Third — adding white oil pastel
Next, quite rough application of o0il pastel was added 1in
areas, as this smudges the pencil lines. More detailed, sharp



pencil was added on top created shapes and patterns. Soft,
blunt, dark pencil was also used to make areas stand out. Any
pencil and coloured pencil on top becomes more intense with
the o0il pastel base. Erasing into the colour was used to
‘break it up’ rather than deleting. He rapidly moves around
the image, holding several materials and turning the image
upside down.




Fourth — working a second image at the same time. Often, more
than one image is worked concurrently.



- p H A

Firming up with stronger lines.









using white oil pastel to blur some of the lines before adding
strong coloured lines.



A

Loose pencil control by holding the pencil at the end to vary
the marks.

Five - Finishing touches: choosing a background colour

He mixed and blended gouache and acrylic paint until the
desired colour was created and added as a flat colour to the
background. A final outline around the head, of a contrasting
vibrant colour, was often added.






Some of his other portraits:






Inspire 18 — Birmingham Museum Competition win, (portrait an
enlarged image).
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Mr Exceptional






Mrs Peaceful



A s, L e
L....._/_.. N e
g .f S
o =N
-y

)

i
—_ e

\ : . : N
AR _..u_.._...m. J a..r a ~3 ;- = = ........n......r_ ..t.l -—,. q.k.‘.. ... h d " 2 — .|.|.t|
,, a.. .. ,....,f.-.. ....__ ,._ ..w... .,... u..,..,.

e

g /
Wt &

Mrs Angel






BSONQU
v,.._...nﬁv

: W J - 2
\ \.rha....w_A- R
Lo .' _,..,‘1.-,.“ ../rf‘u...__f L .
% 7 IR mvof X e
Sl e AW 1\ |
g \ R i /J \




Mrs Mindful



Mrs Housekeeper






Mrs Pure

Context

Alongside the mixed-media portraits he produced more than
fifty portraits of politicians, historical figures and local
people. These were much quicker to produce, by simply inking
up a chopping board with block printing ink before the
portraits were drawn on the back of the paper, using a variety
of marks and pressures of the pencil. A spoon or finger was
used to rub to create some tone on the portrait. If more lines
and tone are needed simply add to the image. The big choice
was mixing a colour to add the background.



My Friend Michael



Tips
* You could use images of heads or faces from any source.



Self-portraits, photos from home of family members,
newspapers, teachers, etc.

Jan Miller shares a whole year’s worth of teaching for ages 7
to 8 in a collection of resources for AccessArt: Teaching Art
to Year Three

This 1s a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits


https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-art-to-year-three-by-jan-miller/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-art-to-year-three-by-jan-miller/

Taking on the Inktober
Challenge

Artist Morag Thompson Merriman taking on the Inktober
Challenge and generously shares her process with AccessArt.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/taking-on-inktober-challenge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/taking-on-inktober-challenge/

Three Approaches to Drawing

Melissa Pierce Murray proposes three approaches to challenge
habitual ways of drawing by expanding the repertoire of marks
and approaches.

Modelling the Head in Clay
Part 2 - Preparations

This post looks at two preparations for making a clay head:
drawing to help us learn to see the form in the round, and
taking measurements from life.

This is the second post in a series of resources showing how
teenagers modelled a clay head over the course of a term.

Basic Concepts in Drawing &
Painting by Hester Berry


https://www.accessart.org.uk/three-approaches-to-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/modelling-the-head-in-clay-part-2-preparations/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/modelling-the-head-in-clay-part-2-preparations/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/basic-concepts-drawing-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/basic-concepts-drawing-painting/
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Discover the building blocks of drawing, painting,
and life drawing through the work of artist Hester
Berry, from introductory concepts for young
learners to more advanced life drawing resources
for older students.

Explore Hester Berry'’s approach to creating
artwork inspired by the landscape.

Start Here for Young Learners..

Explore the basics...

Explore the basics of drawing and painting for
young learners

Shape


https://www.accessart.org.uk/hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/an-introduction-to-landscape-painting-by-hester-berry/

Colour

Tone


https://www.accessart.org.uk/see-shapes-objectively/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-colour/

Portrait

Develop for Older Learners..

build upon skills..

Develop drawing skills with these resources
centred on Life Drawing, perfect for older
learners


https://www.accessart.org.uk/tone/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-portraits/

how to run a life drawing class

An introduction to life drawing

'hh‘

How to Capture Gesture


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-life-drawing-with-hester-berry/

Drawing the head

hands and feet


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-capturing-gesture-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-the-head-by-hester-berry/

foreshortening

Using Tone


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-drawing-hands-and-feet-with-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-understanding-foreshortening-by-hester-berry/

Teaching Children to See
Shapes Objectively by Hester
Berry

Introduction to Portraits by
Hester Berry


https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-using-tone-by-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/see-shapes-objectively/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/see-shapes-objectively/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/see-shapes-objectively/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-portraits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introduction-to-portraits/

You May Also Like..

Visual Arts Planning Collections:
Portraits



https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-portraits/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/basic-concepts-drawing-painting/

Sensing Form: Using Feel to
Manipulate Clay with Linda
Green

Shared Ink Drawing Inspired
by “Where the Wild Things
Are”

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..



https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-feel-to-manipulate-clay-with-linda-green/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-feel-to-manipulate-clay-with-linda-green/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-feel-to-manipulate-clay-with-linda-green/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shared-ink-drawing-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shared-ink-drawing-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shared-ink-drawing-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are/




You May Also Like..

Pathway: Drawing and Making Inspired by
Maurice Sendak

This i1s featured in the ‘Drawing and
Making Inspired by Maurice Sendak'’

pathway



https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/

Pathway: Making Animated Drawings

‘_‘,,unflj N

This i1s featured in the ‘Making Animated

Drawings’ pathway

talking points: maurice sendak



https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-maurice-sendak/

Drawing Soft Toys Inspired by
“Where the Wild Things Are”
by Maurice Sendak

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..



https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-soft-toys-inspired-by-where-the-wild-things-are-by-maurice-sendak/




You May Also Like..

Pathway: Drawing and Making Inspired by
Maurice Sendak

This resource is featured in the ‘Drawing
and Making Inspired by Maurice Sendak'’

pathway

Visual Arts Planning Collections: Toys,
puppets, dolls


https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-and-making-inspired-by-illustrators/

Magnets and Forces

Secondary school students are likely to study properties of
magnets in their science classes, but in this workshop, artist
Melissa Pierce Murray, encourages teenagers to explore playful
and aesthetic responses to magnets, rather than analytic and


https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-toys-puppets-and-dolls/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-maurice-sendak/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/magnets-and-forces/

quantifiable ones. Using artistic and scientific approaches
together aid in developing curiosity and imagination.

The Opposite of Light

Teenagers work with artist Melissa Pierce Murray on a range of
explorations looking at light and contrasts. This workshop
explores contemporary themes around placement, object and
meaning.

Explore and Draw

Ten Minutes, Five Times a
Week


https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-opposite-of-light/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-and-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/

Ten Minutes, Five Times a Week is a simple set of
drawing exercises designed to get people drawing.
The resources are aimed at a broad audience, but
designed particularly with educators in mind.

Each exercise is designed to give non-specialist
educators the confidence to approach drawing, by
committing to regular, brief drawing activities
for just one week.

Find a 45-minute session recording demonstrating
the exercises and approaches you’ll find on the
page below.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS AND HOW DO WE FIT


https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-ten-minutes-five-times-a-week/

THE EXERCISES INTO THE DAY?

-Who can I use the exercises with?

The exercises are adaptable and suitable to
learners in all settings, including EYFS,
Primary and Secondary Schools, Health &
Community Care, Home Education, Lifelong
Learning and Museum and Gallery Education.

-What might the benefits be?

Our experience has shown the following
benefits from similar projects:

1. Opening minds as to what a drawing
activity can be as both an activity and
an outcome

- Improved dexterity (which also helps
with handwriting).

- Helps learners transition between parts
of the day.

- Improved concentration.

- Improved sense of wellbeing through the
mindful element to the exercises.

- Improved drawing skills and improved
creative confidence.



Improved confidence amongst non-
specialist educators teaching art.

- How might you fit the exercises into the day?

Ten Minutes, Five Times a Week would make a
great activity to start any session in your
educational setting. Try swapping your usual
morning activity with this challenge, and see
how it impacts the week. You could also use
the exercises immediately before any other
art session as a way of helping learners
transition and tap into their creativity.

It’'s worth noting that it doesn’t need to be
a one-off venture: you can repeat the
exercises as often as you want, as repetition
provides an opportunity for learners to gain
meaningful drawing skills over time.

The exercises are adaptable and suitable to
learners in all settings, including EYFS, Primary
and Secondary Schools, Health & Community Care,
Home Education, Lifelong Learning and Museum and
Gallery Education.

Our experience has shown the following benefits
from similar projects:

1. Opening minds as to what a drawing activity

can be as both an activity and an outcome



Improved dexterity (which also helps with
handwriting).

-Helps learners transition between parts of
the day.

- Improved concentration.

-Improved sense of wellbeing through the
mindful element to the exercises.

- Improved drawing skills and improved creative
confidence.

- Improved confidence amongst non-specialist
educators teaching art.

Ten Minutes, Five Times a Week would make a great
activity to start any session in your educational
setting. Try swapping your usual morning activity
with this challenge, and see how it impacts the
week. You could also use the exercises immediately
before any other art session as a way of helping
learners transition and tap into their creativity.

It’s worth noting that it doesn’t need to be a
one-off venture: you can repeat the exercises as
often as you want, as repetition provides an
opportunity for learners to gain meaningful
drawing skills over time.

Before you start..

Before Each Session: Set Expectations



The following exercises work best if the learners
work quietly and with concentration. A quiet
atmosphere will help learners tune into close
seeing and set a calm and mindful intention for
the session.

After Each Session: Reflect

At the end of each session, 1it’s worth investing
two minutes in getting learners to walk around the
room to look at each other’s work. This will help
them focus and reflect on their experiences and
the experiences of others. Reflection also gives
learners space to recognise the value of the work
that has been made. Learners might comment on what
they like about their peer’s work.

At the End of the Week: Revisit

Please make time to revisit the exercises to allow
learners to articulate and reflect upon their
progress over the week. You may like to ask some
questions..

- What was their favourite exercise to do?

-Which outcome do they feel was the most
successful and why?

-Is there something they would like to try
next, for example, a new material?

You might like to give them a chance to repeat an
exercise to allow them to consolidate their



experiences and reflections.
The Five Drawing exercises..

Day 1. Continuous Line Drawing

Find out how to do a simple continuous

line drawing exercise to start the week.

Day 2. Backwards Forwards Drawing



https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/

The backwards forwards drawing exercise

helps develop looking and sketching
skills.

Day 3. See 3 Shapes

Explore how to get children to describe
an object in just three lines or shapes.

Day 4. Thoughtful Mark Making



https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/backwards-forwards-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shapes-to-create-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shapes-to-create-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-shapes-to-create-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/

Find out how encouraging diverse mark
making will improve drawing outcomes.

Day 5. Making Stronger Drawings

Explore how drawing on different surfaces
helps encourage stronger mark making.

Show Me What You See: Drawing
Inspired by Anglo Saxon
Architecture



https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/warm-up-drawing-exercise-making-stronger-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/warm-up-drawing-exercise-making-stronger-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/warm-up-drawing-exercise-making-stronger-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-drawing-inspired-by-anglo-saxon-architecture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-drawing-inspired-by-anglo-saxon-architecture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-drawing-inspired-by-anglo-saxon-architecture/

Continuous Line Drawing
Exercise

Many thanks to AccessArt Young Artist Alex Tunstall for
composing the music for the video in the Continuous Line
Drawing Resource.

Style and Aesthetic

Balancing Observational &
Experimental Drawing

Teaching for the Journey not
the Outcome


https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawing-exercise/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/style-and-aesthetic/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/balancing-observational-experimental-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/balancing-observational-experimental-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/teaching-for-the-journey-not-the-outcome/

A “Wallpaper” Sketchbook -
Enabling Drawing by Getting
Rid of the White page


https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-wallpaper-sketchbook-enabling-drawing-by-getting-rid-of-the-white-page/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-wallpaper-sketchbook-enabling-drawing-by-getting-rid-of-the-white-page/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/a-wallpaper-sketchbook-enabling-drawing-by-getting-rid-of-the-white-page/

