
Remembrance Day Peg Soldiers

By Mandy Barrett

In this post Mandy Barrett shows us how she inspired the
children  at  Gomersal  Primary  School  to  create  a  powerful
installation  commemorating  the  75th  Anniversary  of  D  Day.
Encourage your children to get creative whilst helping them
understand the significance of this anniversary in the post
below. This activity can be adapted for all primary ages.

Remembrance Day or Armistice Day comes around each year, in
the United Kingdom, on the 11th November. It is at this time
that  we  take  part  in  numerous  activities,  to  teach  our
children the importance of remembering the sacrifices of those
who served for our country during the wars.

To mark the 75th anniversary of the D Day landings, we wanted
to create a memorable art installation. Something that would
be meaningful, make an impact on our children and help them to
understand the significance of this anniversary. In the past
we have created displays of poppies but wanted this year’s to

https://www.accessart.org.uk/remembrance-day-peg-soldiers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mandy-barrett/


be different. Our children find it difficult to visualise
large numbers, in fact many adults do too. I will never forget
the impact of seeing the ceramic poppies displayed in London.
A stark visual, to aid the comprehension of what the numbers
actually represent. I wanted our school display to do the
same.

We decided to create our own visual army with every child and
adult in school. Each person was given a wooden dolly peg and
asked to design their own soldier to be part of a battalion.
What would 420 peg soldiers all look like displayed together?
How would this portray a sense of community and camaraderie?

The children learnt about different battalions and looked at a
range of uniforms from various army regiments, both past and
present. We also looked at the range of materials and fabric
available to us from the school cupboards. The children used
their sketchbooks to consider how they would turn their wooden
peg into a soldier. What would they need? How would we fix the
materials to the peg? Time was allocated for the children to



explore and design. We talked about camouflage and why the
Queen’s guard wore red (because that certainly doesn’t help
them to blend in with their environment).

The battalion slowly began to grow as each year group tackled
this project in a slightly different way. Some of our youngest
children, painted their pegs with black trousers and a green
top. Some children chose to use different colours. Some added
matchsticks or pipe cleaners for arms and carefully considered
the expressions on their peg doll’s face. Some soldiers had
helmets while others were given hair. What became increasingly
evident was these little peg dolls were all unique and each
had their own personality. One Year 6 child even had the idea
to  turn  their  peg  into  a  War  Horse.



Our older children spent time adding finer details to their
soldier. Wool was carefully wrapped around the peg to create
the uniform and fixed into place with either PVA glue or a



glue gun. Some created medals and backpacks and a small group
of children wanted to add guns and grenades. The children were
very  much  encouraged  to  be  creative,  resulting  in  some
incredibly  detailed  soldiers.  The  children  named  their
soldiers and began telling stories of their lives. Where were
they travelling to? Who were the family members they had left
behind?  The  links  to  Literacy  were  innumerable.

Finally, we displayed the battalion of soldiers all together
in our school reception area. A lump of plasticine was used on
the base of the peg to help the soldiers stand to attention.
This is what 420 peg soldiers look like and we were able to
use  this  as  a  teaching  point  when  discussing  figures  and
numbers  relating  to  the  war.  Throughout  the  project  we
constantly remembered, thought and reflected on events from
the past.





This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be



creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource….
“It’s  great  to  see  a  different  approach  to
thinking about remembrance day. These peg soldiers
are a refreshing alternative to artwork inspired
by  poppies.  The  processes  involved  encourage
children to focus on fine motor skills: wrapping
embroidery  thread  around  the  peg  and  creating
small detailed clothes and helmets. These dolls
look particularly effective when standing as a
collection and would make a poignant alternative
to a standard display board” – Rachel, AccessArt

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…



You Might Also Like….



An Exploration of Paul Nash

For Remembrance Day

https://www.accessart.org.uk/world-war-1-and-the-work-of-paul-nash/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/world-war-1-and-the-work-of-paul-nash/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/for-remembrance-day/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/for-remembrance-day/


World War l Mail Art

DrawAble: My Tiger Sketchbook
by Inbal Leitner

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource….
“This resource is a lovely example of how words
and text can generate ideas, which can then be
transferred to paper. Working in this way with
children is a great way fo them to engage with
literature – and to have an individual response.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/world-war-i-mail-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/world-war-i-mail-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/my-tiger-sketchbook-video-by-inbal-leitner/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/my-tiger-sketchbook-video-by-inbal-leitner/


Try reading poems out loud to a class and ask them
to list all the images that spring to mind before
exploring those images through drawing”. – Rachel,
AccessArt

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools



You May Also Like…
Pathway: Telling Stories through drawing
and making

This is featured in the ‘Drawing Stories
Through Drawing and Making’ pathway

https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/


Rosie Hurley: Esio Trot

Poetry and Printmaking

Found Poetry

https://www.accessart.org.uk/rosie-hurley-esio-trot/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ann_bridges_poetry_and_printmaking/


Drawable: The Ingredients and
Elements of the Poem by Inbal
Leitner

You Might Also like…
Pathway: Telling Stories through drawing
and making

https://www.accessart.org.uk/found-poetry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/play-and-explore-the-elements-of-a-poem/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/play-and-explore-the-elements-of-a-poem/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/play-and-explore-the-elements-of-a-poem/


This is featured in the ‘Drawing Stories
Through Drawing and Making’ pathway

DrawAble:  Unfolding  Stories
by Inbal Leitner

Henry  Moore’s  Shelter
Drawings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/play-and-explore-unfolding-stories/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/play-and-explore-unfolding-stories/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/henry-moores-shelter-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/henry-moores-shelter-drawings/


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Form Through Drawing

This is featured in the ‘Exploring Form
Through Drawing’ pathway

Watercolour  Washes  Inspired  by  the
Tapestries of Henry Moore

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/


Working with Dogwood

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource….
“It’s lovely to see a resource that centres on a
particular material and the scope it offers. I
particularly like how the dogwood is used here to
make wooden beads. This idea could be developed
further by looking at how wood has been used to
make jewelry throughout history and within many
different cultures.” – Rachel, AccessArt.

You Might Also Like….
Woodland Exploration

https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-dogwood/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/


Visual Arts Planning: Trees, Forests and
Landscape

Ethos:  Learning  From
Participants

Creating  Comics  Inspired  by
Museum Collections

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-trees-forests-and-landscape/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ethos-learning-from-participants/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ethos-learning-from-participants/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/comics-inspired-by-museum-collections/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/comics-inspired-by-museum-collections/


CPD  Recording:  Diverse  Mark
Making

You May Also Like…
Finding marks through artists

thoughtful mark making

https://www.accessart.org.uk/diverse-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/diverse-mark-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/


drawing clouds and mark making

Typography for children

Monoprint with Oil Pastel

https://www.accessart.org.uk/how-big-things-affect-little-things/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-children/


Flat Yet Sculptural making

Making Sculptural Wild Things

https://www.accessart.org.uk/monoprinting-with-carbon-paper/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flat-yet-sculptural-drawing-collage-construction/


cpd recordings: Disciplines and pedagogy

all recorded cpd sessions

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-sculptural-wild-things-session-2-3/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/recordings-disciplines-pedagogy/


Finding  Marks  Through
Drawings Made by Artists

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools

https://www.accessart.org.uk/past-session-recordings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-artists/




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Typography and Maps

This is featured in the ‘Typography and
Maps’ pathway

Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/


This is featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,
Paint’ pathway

Session Recording: Finding Marks Made by
Artists

DrawAble:  Creating  a  Poetry
Comic with Irina Richards

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Storytelling through drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/finding-marks-made-by-artists-zoom-recording/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Storytelling
Through Drawing’ pathway

Talking Points: Laura Carlin

Talking Points: Shaun Tan

https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-laura-carlin/


DrawAble:  Making  Layered
Portraits  by  Mike  Barrett
Part Three

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-shaun-tan/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/


https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/
https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/
https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/


https://www.instagram.com/sjsartsgallery/
https://twitter.com/LCPS07
https://twitter.com/LCPS07


https://twitter.com/LCPS07
https://twitter.com/LCPS07


https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D


https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D


You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

https://www.instagram.com/goosegreenps_thearts/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/


Talking Points: Yinka Shonibare

DrawAble:  Making  Layered
Portraits  by  Mike  Barrett

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-yinka-shonibare/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/


Part Two

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

DrawAble:  Making  Layered
Portraits  by  Mike  Barrett
Part One

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/


Let  Me  Inspire  You:  Mike
Barrett

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Exploring Identity

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/let-me-inspire-you-mike-barrett/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/let-me-inspire-you-mike-barrett/


This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Exploring
Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-njideka-akunyili-crosby/


DrawAble:  Making  Illustrated
Letters by Isobel Grant

DrawAble:  Making  a  Folded
Sketchbook By Paula Briggs

DrawAble:  Straight  Line
Drawings with Lorna Rose

DrawAble:  Making  GIFs  with
Lizzie Knott

Drawable: The 3 Panel Drawing

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-illustrated-letters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-illustrated-letters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-folded-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-folded-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/straight-line-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/straight-line-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-gifs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-gifs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/3-panel-drawing-challenge/


Challenge with Rozi Hathaway

See  This  Resource  Used  in
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/3-panel-drawing-challenge/



