DrawAble: Making Layered
Portraits by Mike Barrett
Part Three

By Mike Barrett

Mike 1is an artist, digital creative and
photographer whose work combines words, drawings,
photographs, music and sound. This resource
finalises the work started in Step 1 and Step 2,
and shows young learners how to combine their
portraits with their collage backgrounds.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-three/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mike-barrett/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/

What is the aim of this exercise?

This resource offers children and teenagers an
opportunity to build on the work done in Part 1
and Part 2, and put finishing touches on their
autobiographical portraits. Inspired by a wide
range of materials and media, learners are
encouraged to continue their creative journeys.

What age can this exercise be used with?

This resource can be used with ages 6 and upwards.
Is particularly suitable for secondary-age
learners (ages 11-16).

What materials will the learners need?

For this activity, the learners will need watered-
down ink/acrylic/watercolour paint, a paintbrush,
a pot of water, bubble wrap, glue sticks or PVA



glue. You can also use any materials you may
already have, such as Posca pens, Biros, markers,
etc.

How long does this exercise take?
This exercise will take between 20 minutes and an
hour.

How do I measure success?

Success will be measured by the children’s
enjoyment and engagement with the activity.
More able or engaged learners may show a better
grasp of techniques learned from previous videos.
They may be more keen to try new materials and add
to their portraits.

Encourage children to experiment with the media,
and change things if they want to, showing support
for their creative choices.

What can we try after this exercise?

Life Drawing: Drawing the Head by Hester Berry
Sketchbook warm ups by Jo Blaker

Explore another medium to create a decorative
profile of a head using lettering in_Clay Art
Medals

Explore creating abstract portrait drawings taking
inspiration from Abstract Face — Relief Sculptures
Introducing drawing materials and mark making
Graffiti art and ‘Missing You’ pavement art

Try other DrawAble exercises and projects.

Which artists might we look at?
SNUB23 street art
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John Wentz and Ann Gale paint fractured surfaces
integrating the figure

Ed Fairburn integrates the figure with maps and
start charts

Julie Mehretu layer architectural drawings, plans,
charts and maps with intense mark making on a
large scale but ideas could easily be adapted for
portrait backgrounds

You may also want to look at Mike’s other

projects.



https://www.johnwentz.com/painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Gale
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https://www.emelbi.com
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Making Layered Portraits Part Two
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decided that this worked quite well with the warm
colour, and they work well against each other -
the cold and the warm. You can change your mind
with artwork whenever you want. And a lot of the
time it’s usually because you’'re informed by the
artwork, which is exactly what’s happened here -
which is great!

So I'm using acrylic paint on this area. I'm
sponging it down as well. I want to work all that
beautiful paint into the relief of the collage so
that it becomes part of the texture.



Here I'm using bubble wrap. I'm going to cut a
strip out and paint it with some pink and blue
acrylic paint. I'm going to mix the paint on the
actual bubble wrap itself and spin it over, then
print it on the top right corner. Press it down
firmly, and you get a great texture from it.
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I'm going to use the same piece again, but
introduce some white paint this time just to get
some tonal difference, and print that to the
bottom left. With the excess paint on it, I'm just
going to print it a few more times in different
areas on the page and get some more texture in
there. (If you screw it up and use it like a
sponge, you can actually get bits of bubble wrap
texture in other areas of the canvas as well.)



I am also using a Posca Pen doing some musical
notes, just adding detail here and there, words
and lettering and little elements to do with
music. I am adding small elemental details in a
Biro pen, and then some splats and splashes of
watered-down acrylic paint.









Then I'm going to take my portrait, glue it well
at the back, and then firmly press it down in the
middle of the picture and make sure it’'s stuck
properly.



And I'm just going to wash some watered down
acrylic into the face to match the tones of the
colours that I've used — pinks, purples, and some
blues. I'm following the shade and the lines that
I've already created within the portrait
illustration. I don’t want to do too much because
I don’'t want to lose the image. You can also use
the bubble wrap again, taking bits of paint off
the plate and using it like a sponge, overlapping
the texture into the portrait illustration, and
really bringing the image together.



So there we have 1it, our illustration portrait
canvas with a subtle narrative hidden within the
texture. An energetic picture, great detail, some
lovely texture in there. Super colour, really
shouts at you and explodes from the canvas!
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Every person has a story to tell and every picture
tells a story. And of course, if you’ve got a
smartphone or a tablet, you can photograph this
picture and run it through various apps that you
can get for those devices, and do variations much
like these ones. There is literally no end to the
creative process.



I really hope you enjoyed this process. It’s great
to see all that work come together and all that
energy, colour, texture and detail as a final
piece of artwork. I hope you’ve been inspired by
this process to create some interesting artwork of
your own!



T

0ESY LVW ONILIND QS T

~

23 24 25 26 2

2" 3 1 5 6 7 8 9 1011 1213 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22



https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-layered-portraits-part-two/

Making a Layered Portrait Part Two

Let Me Inspire You by Mike Barrett

This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
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creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity
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This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

Talking Points: Yinka Shonibare
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DrawAble: Making Layered
Portraits by Mike Barrett
Part Two

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity

This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby
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DrawAble: Making Layered
Portraits by Mike Barrett
Part One

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity

This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby
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Let Me Inspire You: Mike
Barrett

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity
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This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby
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DrawAble: Making Illustrated
Letters by Isobel Grant

DrawAble: Making a Folded
Sketchbook By Paula Briggs

DrawAble: Straight Line
Drawings with Lorna Rose

DrawAble: Making GIFs with
Lizzie Knott

Drawable: The 3 Panel Drawing
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Challenge with Rozi Hathaway

See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..
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Making a Scroll Drawing

Draw your Granny and Grandpa
or Any Relative You Love!

The Nonna Maria Drawing Challenge by Luca Damiani

“Missing You” - Pavement Art
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Response to #SchoolclosureUK

Drawing Large

See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..
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You Might Also Like..

Pathway: Gestural Drawing with Charcoal

Featured in the ‘Gestural Drawing with

Charcoal Pathway’

Session Recording: exploring Charcoal
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The ancient art of konan

Drawing Source Material:
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Nests

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content 1is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks.

Nests

Use the film below to enable children to explore
drawing nests. Try to create a sense of momentum -
for example you might pause the video 4 times and
ask the pupils to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3
minute and 4 minute drawing at each pause.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they draw — use your voice to attract their

attention to qualities of the nest.

Try the same exercise using different materials,
ie handwriting pen, ink and nib, pastel,
watercolour..

Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge, Davis,
United States. Original public domain image from
Wikimedia Commons



Bird nest hanging on a tree. Free public domain
CCO photo.



Birds nest in tree, nature photography. Free
public domain CCO image.



Birds nest in tree, nature photography. Free
public domain CCO image.






You May Also Like..

Pathway: Sculpture, Structure,
Inventiveness & determination



This is featured in the ‘Sculpture,

Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Find out how pupils can respond to
artists work in sketchbooks



https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/

Show me what you see
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Enable close looking and drawing with
this exercise

Drawing Source Material:
Drone Footage over Natural
Landscapes

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
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websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks.

This resource 1s free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.

FREE TO ACCESS

Drone Footage Over Natural Landscape

Use the film below as source material to enable an
exploration of drawing natural landscapes. You can
also try to find drone footage of your own
environment, or that of areas relating to projects
you are covering in school.

Pause the footage at points which catch your eye
and invite the children to make timed drawings -


mailto:info@accessart.org.uk

15 minutes, 10 minutes, 5 minutes, 2 minutes or 1
minute.

Vary the drawing materials you use and work in
sketchbooks or sheets of paper of different sizes
and textures. You may also like to make multiple
line drawings over one page — each with a
different colour or line weight, to describe
different pause points in the same film to capture
a moving landscape.

Dixie National Forest, Utah
Howqua Hills, Australia
Reading, UK

The Netherlands

This Source Material Features
in..

Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint



https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/

This is featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,

Paint’ pathway

Pathway: Mixed Media Land and city scapes

-4'lh-~— -—-{i.,l;-- — -' )
_--1--\#1‘ /o el R e o
=

This is featured in the ‘Mixed Media Land

and City Scapes’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes
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Drawing Small

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring the world though mono
print
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This 1s featured in the ‘Exploring The
World Through Mono print’ pathway

Drawing Large
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Life Drawing Class: Visual
Impressions

Research: Life Drawing &
Adolescents

Foreshortened Sketches

Wall Drawings with Tape
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