DrawAble: My Tiger Sketchbook
by Inbal Leitner

By Inbal Leitner

In this video, Illustrator Inbal Leitner takes us
through her Sketchbook documenting the development
of her illustrations for poem 'Growing Up' by
Harry Behn.

Exploring the Elements of a Poem by
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Inbal Leitner

Unfolding Stories by Inbal Leitner

I'm Inbal and I'm an illustrator. You may already
know that illustrations are images that are found
usually next to a text, like in books, magazines,
and newspapers. Sometimes when I read stories or
poems, all kinds of ideas and images jump into my
mind. That's why I usually carry my sketchbook
with me everywhere I go.

One day, I was walking in the forest with my
family and suddenly it reminded me of a poem I've
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known for many years. I sat down and wrote that
poem in my sketch book and started drawing the
forest.
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Later on, whenever I had an idea or an image that
popped into my mind, I put it down in my
sketchbook. Let's read the poem first, and then
I'd like to share my sketchbook with you. It's
called Growing Up by Harry Behn.

When I was seven,

we went for a picnic

up to a magic foresty place.

I knew there were tigers

behind every boulder

though I didn't meet one face to face.

When I was older,
we went for a picnic
up to the very same place as before.



And all of the trees
and the rocks were so little,
they couldn't hide tigers or me anymore.

So this is the poem and this is the first drawing
in the sketchbook. Can you spot the little boy and
the huge, huge trees in the forest? I started
thinking, what if there were tigers in that
forest?



Can they hide behind trees?

Here is a tiger. And here's a tiger. Take notice
of this tiger with the eye, we'll see it later.
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I started thinking of colours. I also thought, how
can tigers actually hide behind rocks? They'll
have to be very small or fold their body in
different ways. I also thought about colours that
hide behind other colours.
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So here I got light brown covering darker browns
or this creamy colour covering this mustardy
colour. And I try to think of colours.

Can they hide behind each other? Can you see the
connection between this image...



and this image...

and this image?



I started looking for the tiger. There are all
kinds of options. I started exploring the facial
expressions and facial features tigers. And I
think, at some point, I met this one again with
the eye and here is the tiger that I thought would
be my tiger for the poet.



Here's another exploration of trying to figure out
if tigers can hide behind rocks. Then I thought,
can all the tigers hide behind many rocks in the
forest?




Then I thought, what if the forest is filled with
rocks? What if behind every rock, there is a
tiger. Just like in the poenm.

Here, I'm thinking again, about the shapes as a
combinations formed when tigers and trees are in
the same place. I'm looking for the boy, trying to
find his face.



I'm thinking of a tiger's fur, the softness of
that fur.
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And here, I'm thinking of the differences between



the first picnic, when there were tigers
everywhere. And the second picnic, when he was
older and they went to a picnic. Up to the very
same place as before.

And all of the trees and the rocks were so
little...



they couldn't hide tigers...




or me anymore.

And that image got me to think of the feeling of
that boy. I was wondering whether he is sorry for



not seeing the tigers in the second time. I was
wondering if he felt that he lost something by
growing up.

And that made me draw these two images. There's
more space in the sketchbook, which I will be
filling in the future. There are endless
possibilities to developing ideas to a story or a
poem. You can take it anywhere you want. Start
with a sketchbook where you can draw and stick
your craziest ideas.

You don't have to fill the sketchbook in one or
two days. It can be on your desk or shelf. And
whenever you have an idea, a thought or something
you'd like to explore, just open the sketchbook
and have a go.



Good luck.

Explore how you can fill your own sketchbook
capturing the elements of a poem just like Inbal.

Exploring the Elements of a Poem by

Inbal Leitner
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Unfolding Stories by Inbal Leitner

This 1s a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
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overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

What We Like About This
Resource...

“This resource is a lovely example of how words
and text can generate ideas, which can then be
transferred to paper. Working in this way with
children is a great way fo them to engage with
literature — and to have an individual response.
Try reading poems out loud to a class and ask them
to list all the images that spring to mind before
exploring those images through drawing”. — Rachel,
AccessArt

See This Resource Used In
Schools






You May Also Like..

Pathway: Telling Stories through drawing
and making

This is featured in the ‘Drawing Stories

Through Drawing and Making’ pathway

Rosie Hurley: Esio Trot
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Poetry and Printmaking

Drawable: The Ingredients and
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Elements of the Poem by Inbal
Leitner

You Might Also like..

Pathway: Telling Stories through drawing
and making

This is featured in the ‘Drawing Stories
Through Drawing and Making’ pathway

DrawAble: Unfolding Stories
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by Inbal Leitner

Ethos: Learning From
Participants

CPD Recording: Diverse Mark
Making

You May Also Like..

Finding marks through artists
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thoughtful mark making

drawing clouds and mark making

Typography for children
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Flat Yet Sculptural making
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Making Sculptural Wild Things

cpd recordings: Disciplines and pedagogy
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Finding Marks Through
Drawings Made by Artists
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See This Resource Used 1In
Schools




You May Also Like..

Pathway: Typography and Maps

This is featured in the ‘Typography and
Maps’ pathway

Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint


https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/

This is featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,
Paint’ pathway

Session Recording: Finding Marks Made by
Artists

daping Mark Making Skills - Dravwing Exerciss
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DrawAble: Making Layered
Portraits by Mike Barrett
Part Three

See This Resource Used In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity
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This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby

Talking Points: Yinka Shonibare
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DrawAble: Making Layered
Portraits by Mike Barrett
Part Two

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity

This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby
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DrawAble: Making Layered
Portraits by Mike Barrett
Part One

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..
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You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity

This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby
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Let Me Inspire You: Mike
Barrett

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Identity
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This is featured in the ‘Exploring

Identity’ pathway

Talking Points: Njideka Akunyili Crosby
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DrawAble: Making Illustrated
Letters by Isobel Grant

DrawAble: Making a Folded
Sketchbook By Paula Briggs

DrawAble: Straight Line
Drawings with Lorna Rose

DrawAble: Making GIFs with
Lizzie Knott

Drawable: The 3 Panel Drawing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-illustrated-letters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-illustrated-letters/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-folded-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-folded-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/straight-line-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/straight-line-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-gifs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-gifs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/3-panel-drawing-challenge/

Challenge with Rozi Hathaway

See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..
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Making a Scroll Drawing

Draw your Granny and Grandpa
or Any Relative You Love!

The Nonna Maria Drawing Challenge by Luca Damiani

“Missing You” - Pavement Art
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Response to #SchoolclosureUK

Drawing Large

See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..
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You Might Also Like..

Pathway: Gestural Drawing with Charcoal

Featured in the ‘Gestural Drawing with

Charcoal Pathway’

Session Recording: exploring Charcoal
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The ancient art of konan

Drawing Source Material:
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Nests

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content 1is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks.

Nests

Use the film below to enable children to explore
drawing nests. Try to create a sense of momentum -
for example you might pause the video 4 times and
ask the pupils to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3
minute and 4 minute drawing at each pause.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they draw — use your voice to attract their

attention to qualities of the nest.

Try the same exercise using different materials,
ie handwriting pen, ink and nib, pastel,
watercolour..

Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge, Davis,
United States. Original public domain image from
Wikimedia Commons



Bird nest hanging on a tree. Free public domain
CCO photo.



Birds nest in tree, nature photography. Free
public domain CCO image.



Birds nest in tree, nature photography. Free
public domain CCO image.






You May Also Like..

Pathway: Sculpture, Structure,
Inventiveness & determination



This is featured in the ‘Sculpture,

Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Find out how pupils can respond to
artists work in sketchbooks
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Show me what you see
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Enable close looking and drawing with

this exercise
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