Opening Out: Shells and
Sketchbooks

By Tobi Meuwissen

In this activity, learners experiment with a range
of drawing tools and materials to create both
observational and experimental mixed-media
drawings.

In the session, they begin by making a concertina
sketchbook using tracing paper, before
experimenting with ink and a range of drawing
materials, moving onto close observational drawing
of shells, to fill their concertinas with drawings
in inventive and creative ways.

The three drawing exercises, along with the warm-
up activity, are carefully scaffolded to help
children develop their skills step-by-step. Each
activity builds on prior learning, reinforcing
understanding of both the subject matter and the
materials, while encouraging children to make
connections and informed choices about their next
steps.

This activity was facilitated with Year 4 learners
at Beaver Road Junior School over a 1.5-hour
session, but it can easily be extended or adapted,
with opportunities to use the exercises as warm-
ups across different sessions. It also comes with
plenty of scope to adapt the exercises to the
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needs or aims of your learners.

Log in as a member below to access the full
resource.
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Creative practitioners, educators, teachers parents,
learners..

An Organisation...
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Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
AccessArt 1is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like..

making a blind contour drawing
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Nests: Materials, Tools and Sketchbooks
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Insect Cubes

You May Also Like..

Drawing insects big
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continuous line minibeasts

Collaged Costume for
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Cardboard Figures

You May Also Like..

Speech Bubble Challenge
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making 2d and 3d fashion designs

See This Resource Used 1n
Educational Settings..



https://www.accessart.org.uk/decorated-fashion-designs/







Drawing With Two Hands

You May Also Like..

see three shapes
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Feely Drawings

i

Ten minutes, five times a week
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Dreaming With Watercolour
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You May Also Like..

let me inspire you by emma burleigh

introduction to watercolour
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See This Resource Used 1in
Educational Settings..
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Collage: Deconstructing,
Reconstructing and
Abstracting
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What We Like About This
Resource..

“I really like how this playful resource helps us
to make a creative response inspired by a
stimulus, ensuring that the stimulus is only an
entry point into an outcome that will look totally
different. Exploring the themes of colour, texture
and composition through the lens of different
artists also helps us see how we can interpret
(and re-interpret) colours and materials in a
meaningful way. Viewfinders and collage are also
great tools for those who experience ‘fear of the
white page’ and will allow learners to make
conscious creative decisions as they go.” — Tobi,
AccessArt

You May Also Like

Adapting AccessArt: Colour and
Composition



Cooking with collage
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Improving Outcomes: Gestural
Drawing with Charcoal Pathway

Expressive Charcoal Collage:
Coal Mines

See This Resource Used 1n
Schools..
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You May Also Like

charcoal cave

Pathway: An Exploration of Coal Mining,
Inspired By Henry Moore
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Coat-hanger Shells

You Might Also Like..

Drawing and Making Flowers



https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-an-exploration-of-coal-mining/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/coat-hanger-shells/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/

Painted and Sculptural Plant Pots

Deconstructing to Help You
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See

You May Also Like

ten minutes, five times a week
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all drawing resources

Introduction to Ink

You May Also Like

Graphic inky still life
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see all ink resources
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CPD Recording: Expressive
Painting Pathway

Explore Wax Crayon
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You May Also Like..

Collaging with Wax Crayon Rubbings



Autumn Floor Textiles
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CPD Recording: 2D Drawing to
3D Making Pathway
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CPD Recording: Making Shadow
Puppets

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Shadow puppets
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cpd recordings: Disciplines and pedagogy
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Explorer’s Books: Collecting
Colour
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You May Also Like..

T-Shirt Paintings



Marbled Hole Punch sketchbooks
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Collaging with Wax Crayon
Rubbings

DALER @
ROWNLEY
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CREATIVE ART PRODUCTS LTD

See This Resource Used In
Schools




You May Also Like..

Transforming Objects

Autumn Floor Textiles
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Introduction to Chalk Pastels
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CPD Recording: Exploring Line
Weight

You May Also Like..

The anatomy of a pencil

finding marks through drawings
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Glossary: line

all recorded cpd sessions
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Exploring Macbeth Through
Art: Heath Landscapes
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