
Sculptural  Challenge  No  2:
Colour, Light and Form

A sculptural challenge to encourage the
exploration of colour, light and form.

Questions for Children:

Can you imagine what it would be like to be in a
room with the installations in the videos above?
How would it make you feel? What do they remind
you of?

How do you think the colour affects the mood?

Sculptural Challenge! 

Using the artwork in the videos above as your
inspiration, think about how you might design a
sculptural installation which involves light, form
and colour. 

You  won’t  be  building  a  life-size  sculptural
installation (not today anyway!) but instead you
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can either make a model or create a piece of 2d
artwork  which  shares  your  vision.  Remember,
because you are not creating the artwork then you
can really be imaginative and dream!

Here are some clues, but you may have your own
ideas too:

Use your sketchbook to “collect” colours that you
like. Find them in magazines by cutting swatches
out, find them by mixing paints, find them by
mixing other materials. Record them, test them,
label  them,  make  notes  (what  colours  did  you
mix?), name them (the names you give them might
help you to describe the affect they have on you).

Think about the kinds of forms (shapes) you would
like the coloured light to fall on to. Would you
like the coloured light to surround a person, or
would  you  like  the  person  to  pass  near  the
objects? How would the person enter the space?
Would the space be very small or very large? How
would you want the person to feel? Again, use your
sketchbook to plot and plan. 

Think  too  about  the  space  you  would  like  the
coloured light to be in. Would you like it to be a
dark space so that the lights show up against the
darkness, or would you prefer a light space, so
that it feels floaty and ephemeral? 

Think about how you would apply your colours to
the walls? Would each wall be one colour? Would
you introduce pattern? Images? Again, use your



sketchbook.

Finally, either make a model using card, paint,
fabric etc to share your vision, or make a 2d
artwork. If you make a small space, you might like
to be inspired by the Mini Art World Resource and
use coloured filters and torches to replicate the
space. 

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Brave Colour

This is featured in the ‘Brave colour’
pathway

Which Artists: Liz West
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Talking Points: Carnovsky

Talking Points: Olafur Eliasson
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Tall Skinny
Teenagers working with Melissa Pierce Murray used thin wire to
make works with a strong presence. They began by looking at
examples of works by two contemporary women artists including
Phyllida Barlow and Rebecca Warren.

Simple  Casting  Techniques  –
by Melissa Pierce Murray
Artist Melissa Pierce Murray led a series of workshops for
teenagers exploring a variety of casting techniques. 
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Hand Casts
In this post, artist Melissa Pierce Murray, shows, step-by-
step, how teenagers made modroc casts of their hands.

Clay Moulds
In this post, artist Melissa Pierce Murray, shows, step-by-
step, how teenagers explored plaster casting by making simple
clay ‘waste moulds’ and then moved on to making simple ‘two
piece moulds’.

Alginate Casting
Artist  Melissa  Pierce  Murray  introduces  teenagers  to  the
process of casting with non-toxic and fast-setting alginate.

Modelling  the  Head  in  Clay
Part 3 – Skull
This is the third post in a series of posts we concentrated on
creating a solid armature and clay foundation for our clay
heads. In this post This post is the third in a series of
posts following teenagers making a clay head over the course
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of  a  term  with  artist  Melissa  Pierce  Murray.  Here  they
concentrate  on  developing  the  shape  of  the  cranium  and
forehead, the structure of the eye sockets, cheekbones, jaws
and teeth.

Pimp That Snack! Large Scale
Food Sculptures
Art educator Anne-Louise Quinton shares a process for making
super sized food sculptures from everyday materials, inspired
by the work of Claes Oldenburg. This is a fun and challenging
sculpture project for Year Nine and above.

Withy Butterflies
Art educator Anne-Louise Quinton shares a workshop for making
a flock of large, withy butterflies, creating a colourful and
dramatic artwork. 

Sculpture from Sculpture
Inspired by sculptures by Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth and
Jacob Epstein and looking at ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ shapes,
students created their own constructions with help of artist
Anne-Louise Quinton.
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From  Bones  and  Body  to
Structure  and  Form  –  by
Melissa Pierce Murray
Artist  Melissa  Pierce  Murray  worked  with  teenagers  from
AccessArt’s  Experimental  Drawing  Class  on  a  series  of
workshops  which  physically  explored  drawing  and  sculptural
responses to form, forces and anatomy.

Two and Four Legged Creatures
Two and Four Legged Creatures with oil based clay over a
simple wire armature to make delicate, extended structures. A
one hour, artist led session with Melissa Murray.

The Opposite of Light
Teenagers work with artist Melissa Pierce Murray on a range of
explorations looking at light and contrasts. This workshop
explores  contemporary  themes  around  placement,  object  and
meaning.
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Snowflakes
Artist Melissa Pierce Murray leads teenagers in a festive
workshop exploring snowflakes and decorating Christmas cookies
with piping and egg tempura.

Installing  Artwork  in  “To
Scale” Gallery

Ink & Foamboard Architecture
Inspired by “Amphis” by Folke Köbberling and Martin Kaltwasser
at Wysing Arts Centre, this post shares how the children went
on to make architectural models based upon their exploration
with Paula Briggs.

Graphic Inky Still Life!

See  This  Resource  Used  In
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Schools…



You Might Also Like….
Pathway: Exploring Still Life



This is featured in the ‘Explore Still
Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul Cezanne

talking points: Contemporary still life
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talking points: Flemish and Dutch Still
Life Painters

“Heart-Work”  an  Arts  and
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Wellbeing  Project  for  Young
People

Arts  and  Minds:  Time  to  Introduce
Ourselves – A Sculpture Challenge

Arts  and  Minds:  A  ‘Heart-Work’
Conversation
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Arts  and  Minds:  Asemic  Writing  and
Invented Text

Feeling Through Drawing

Drawing for Mindfulness
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Arts and Minds: Expressive Monoprinting
on a Big Scale

Constructing the World with Collage
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Building to the Limit

Manipulating Clay with Water
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Drawing  with  Objects  by
Melissa Pierce Murray
Teenagers explore ideas of placement with artist Melissa P
Murray by arranging or assembling objects to make compositions
or maquettes.

Arts and Minds: Building to
the Limit
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