Insect Cubes

By Jan Miller

Jan Miller is an Art and Design teacher with more
than 25 years’ experience working in formal
education settings, currently teaching ages 4-15.
In this resource, facilitated with Year 8,
learners were challenged to create observational
and expressive drawings of insects set inside
resin cubes, focusing on scale and materials.

The activity consisted of two one-hour sessions 1in
which learners first worked on a small scale to
explore the potential of different materials
before moving on to larger drawings using a
spontaneous, bold, and expressive approach. The
distortion of the insects within the cubes,
combined with the unusual angles and shifts in
scale, made them ideal subjects for expressive
drawing.

This activity celebrates messy, experimental, and
individual responses, guiding learners through an
exploratory journey with materials towards the
creation of a finished piece.

Log in as a member below to access the resource.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/insect-cubes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/jan-miller/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/login/
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AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like..

Drawing insects big


https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/

iridescent insects


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-minibeasts-using-a-continuous-line-graphite-and-oil-pastel/

Fruit Plates

You May Also Like..

working on black paper



https://www.accessart.org.uk/iridescent-insects/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/fruit-plates/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/

cut paper still life collage

Adapting AccessArt: Colour


https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/

and Composition

You May Also Like

Manipulating Forms in Landscape Painting



https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-colour-and-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/manipulating-forms-in-landscape-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/four-colour-gestural-drawing/

Cut Paper Collage Still Life

Painted and Sculptural Plant
Pots

You Might Also Like..

Drawing and Making Flowers


https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/

Painting on Plaster Inspired by Vincent
Van Gogh

Cut Paper Collage Still Life


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/oil-pastel-and-graphite-on-plaster/

Working on Black Paper

You Might Also Like..

Drawing Spirals



https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-on-black-paper-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-spirals/

Thinking Silhouettes

Painting with Poster Paint

CPD Recording: Expressive


https://www.accessart.org.uk/thinkingsilhouettes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-poster-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-expressive-painting/

Painting Pathway

Drawing With Your Feet

What We Like About This
Resource

“I love this resource because I can picture the
energy in the classroom whilst students enjoy the
process of mark-making using their feet. Creating
drawings with parts of the body other than hands
can be really freeing; students will hopefully
look at their drawings in a less critical way,
with the emphasis of the activity being more about
the process than the outcome. It might be a nice
addition to use a viewfinder to zoom in on areas
where the marks collide in interesting ways” -
Tobi, AccessArt.

Still Life Compositions:


https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-expressive-painting/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-with-your-feet/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/

Inspired by Cezanne

What We Like About This
Resource...

“This activity walks through a number of different
processes and taps into multiple skills.This
provides a rich exploratory project for children
to fully immerse themselves in. Cezanne was the
focus artist for this project, but other
contemporary still life painters could be used as
starter inspiration. We actually advocate showing
the work of more than one artist as this builds
knowledge of how approaches to painting, drawing
etc differ. This also helps children move towards
a personal response rather than creating a ‘copy’
of one particular artist’s work” - Rachel,
AccessArt

You Might Also Like...

Pathway: Exploring Still Life


https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life-inspired-by-cezanne/

This is featured in the ‘Explore Still
Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul Cezanne

talking points: Contemporary still life


https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cezanne/

talking points: Flemish and Dutch Still
Life Painters

Which Artists: Jason Line


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-contemporary-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-flemish-and-dutch-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-jason-line/

What We Like About This
Resource...

“It's always so inspiring to hear how different
artists work and we particularly like the detailed
references Jake makes to his process — marking out
the composition using neutral tones; adding and
taking away compositional elements and gradually
building in more colour and detail. Delivering a
still life session in a classroom could begin with
this process and encourage the practice of looking
at positive and negative space. Some suggested
resources below also touch on this”. - Rachel,
AccessArt

You Might Also Like...

Tackling Still Life for Children



https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/

Drawing Negative Space

Visual Arts Planning: Still Life

Be Inspired by Flowers 1in a


https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-negative-space-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-negative-space-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/be-inspired-by-flowers-in-a-glass-vase-by-jan-davidsz-de-heem/

Glass Vase by Jan Davidsz de
Heem

This resource looks at ‘Flowers in a Glass Vase’' by the Dutch
painter, Jan Davidsz de Heem (1606-1684), on permanent display
at the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, and how it might inspire
your own creative responses and experimentation with colour.

Drawing Small

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring the world though mono
print



https://www.accessart.org.uk/be-inspired-by-flowers-in-a-glass-vase-by-jan-davidsz-de-heem/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/be-inspired-by-flowers-in-a-glass-vase-by-jan-davidsz-de-heem/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawingsmall/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/

{

World Through Mono print’ pathway

Drawing Large

Nib & Ink Mark Making Still
Life

Many thanks to accessArt Young Artist
Rowan Briggs Smith


https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing_large/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nib-ink-mark-making-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/nib-ink-mark-making-still-life/



https://www.accessart.org.uk/young-artists/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/rowan-briggs-smith/

Exploring Primary Colours and
Progressing from Powder Paint
to Gouache and Acrylic

This resource is based on methods shared, during an AccessArt
InSET session, for primary school teachers at New Hall School,
Chelmsford, to ultimately enable their pupils to develop
colour skills. Teachers explored using their intuition and
experience to mix primary colours, creating coloured swatches,
that matched the colours of spring flowers, whilst comparing
painting mediums. By Sheila Ceccarelli

Wax Resist Autumn Leaves by
Rosie James

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..


https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-primary-colours-and-progressing-from-powder-paint-to-acrylic/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-primary-colours-and-progressing-from-powder-paint-to-acrylic/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-primary-colours-and-progressing-from-powder-paint-to-acrylic/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/wax-resist-autumn-leaves-by-rosie-james/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/wax-resist-autumn-leaves-by-rosie-james/



https://www.instagram.com/mrskempcreativeteaching/
https://www.instagram.com/mrskempcreativeteaching/
https://www.instagram.com/mrskempcreativeteaching/

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Explore and Draw


https://www.instagram.com/mrskempcreativeteaching/
https://www.instagram.com/mrskempcreativeteaching/

Featured in the ‘Explore and Draw'
Pathway

Talking Points: Artists as Collectors and
explorers

Talking Points: What is Composition


https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-artists-as-collectors-explorers/

Graphic Inky Still Life!

See This Resource Used 1In
Schools..



https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/graphic-inky-still-life/
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You Might Also Like...

Pathway: Exploring Still Life

This is featured in the ‘Explore Still

Life’ pathway

Talking Points: Paul Cezanne


https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/still-life/

talking points: Flemish and Dutch Still
Life Painters


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-cezanne/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-contemporary-still-life/

Arts and Minds: Feeling
Through Drawing

Filling a Sketchbook: Ruler
Drawings

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Exploring Form Through Drawing


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-flemish-and-dutch-still-life/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-feeling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/arts-and-minds-feeling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-ruler-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/filling-a-sketchbook-ruler-drawings/

This 1s featured in the ‘Exploring Form
Through Drawing’ pathway

The drawing journey

See Drawing Projects for Children for
more Drawing Exercises


https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-drawing-form/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-journey-ages-5-11/

Drawing |
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50 Minutes Looking and
Sketching Autumn Leaves

With rich colours and shapes everywhere, a wonderful
opportunity to use sketching to tune into this beautiful time
of the year.

Developing Sketchbook Work
with Pink Pig Sketchbooks

Find more drawing and making ideas!


https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/50-minutes-looking-and-sketching-autumn-leaves/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/50-minutes-looking-and-sketching-autumn-leaves/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/developing-sketchbook-work-with-pink-pig-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/developing-sketchbook-work-with-pink-pig-sketchbooks/
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Drawing |
Projects
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_Children

MAKE
BUILD |
CREATE |

SCULPTURE PROJECTS FOR CHILDREN

SO L

Drawing Projects for Children and Make,

Build, Create. Blackdog Publishing
2015/2016

Bold Autumn Still Life

Teenagers engaged in creating bold still life drawings


https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/two-beautiful-books-to-inspire-teaching-learning/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/bold-autumn-still-life/

