
Insect Cubes

By Jan Miller

Jan Miller is an Art and Design teacher with more
than  25  years’  experience  working  in  formal
education settings, currently teaching ages 4-15. 
In  this  resource,  facilitated  with  Year  8,
learners were challenged to create observational
and  expressive  drawings  of  insects  set  inside
resin cubes, focusing on scale and materials.

The activity consisted of two one-hour sessions in
which learners first worked on a small scale to
explore  the  potential  of  different  materials
before  moving  on  to  larger  drawings  using  a
spontaneous, bold, and expressive approach. The
distortion  of  the  insects  within  the  cubes,
combined with the unusual angles and shifts in
scale, made them ideal subjects for expressive
drawing.

This activity celebrates messy, experimental, and
individual responses, guiding learners through an
exploratory  journey  with  materials  towards  the
creation of a finished piece.

Log in as a member below to access the resource.
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To access all content, I would like to
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An Individual
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Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

An Organisation...

https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42
AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe everyone has the
right to be creative. AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

You May Also Like…
Drawing insects big

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


continuous line minibeasts

iridescent insects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-big/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-minibeasts-using-a-continuous-line-graphite-and-oil-pastel/


Adapting  AccessArt:  Making
Birds Pathway for Pupils With
Special Educational Needs

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/iridescent-insects/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-making-birds-pathway-sen/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-making-birds-pathway-sen/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-making-birds-pathway-sen/


Flying Minpin Birds

Visual Arts Planning: Birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flying-minpin-birds/


Adapting  AccessArt:  Woodland
Creatures

You May Also Like
Session Recording: Adapting AccessArt

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-making-and-drawing-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-woodland-creatures/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-woodland-creatures/


Drawing  Fish  with  Pen,  Pencil  and
Watercolour

the geometry of chickens

https://www.accessart.org.uk/session-recording-adapting-accessart/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-fish-with-pen-pencil-and-watercolour/


Coat-hanger Shells

You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers

https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-geometry-of-chickens/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/coat-hanger-shells/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/


Painted and Sculptural Plant Pots

Drawing Insects with Wire

Insect Hotels

https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-insects-in-wire-and-tracing-shadows-in-black-pen-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/insect-hotels/


You May Also Like
patterns with nature

Continuous Line Drawings of sticks

Making  a  Mask  from  Sticks  and  Tissue
Paper

https://www.accessart.org.uk/patterns-with-nature/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/continuous-line-drawings-squiggle-drawings-of-sticks-2/


Transforming Objects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-halloween-mask/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/transforming-objects/


You May Also Like
Painting with Poster Paint

Collaging with Wax Crayon Rubbings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/painting-with-poster-paint/


Prop making for toys

Repeat Pattern Printing Roller

https://www.accessart.org.uk/collaging-with-wax-crayon-rubbings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/prop-making-for-toys/


Autumn Floor Textiles

https://www.accessart.org.uk/repeat-pattern-printing-roller/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/


Collaging  with  Wax  Crayon
Rubbings

https://www.accessart.org.uk/collaging-with-wax-crayon-rubbings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collaging-with-wax-crayon-rubbings/


See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools



You May Also Like…
Transforming Objects

Autumn Floor Textiles

https://www.accessart.org.uk/transforming-objects/


Imaginary landscapes

Talking  Points:  Saoirse
Morgan

https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/imaginary-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-saoirse-morgan/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-saoirse-morgan/


A  collection  of  imagery  and  sources
designed to stimulate conversation around
the work of Saoirse Morgan.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

This resource is free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt Membership.

mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Saoirse Morgan

“My paintings explore my connection with familiar
landscapes. The subject of my work is my home
terrain of West Wales: the landscape, the coast,
the ecology. I am inspired by local colour, plant
life, atmosphere and weather. I spent my childhood
on  small  islands,  surrounded  by  swirling  tide
races and wild, wind-blown seas.  My terrestrial
environment is maritime heath and lowland heath.
It’s a warm, familiar colour palette, dominated by
bracken, heather and gorse.” – Saoirse

Questions to Ask Children

How does Saoirse’s painting process connect to the
sea?

How do the colours, shapes and textures evoke the
atmosphere of the sea?

Questions To Ask Children

How does the painting, and process capture the
essence of the sea?

What do you like / dislike about the painting?

How does the painting make you feel?

https://www.saoirsemorgan.com/about


Questions to Ask Children

Are there any animals / insects / plants in your
local  area  that  has  been  suffering  the
consequences of climate change? How has your local
landscape been affected?

This Talking Points Is Used
In…
Pathway: Mixed Media Land and city scapes

This is featured in the ‘Mixed Media Land
and City Scapes’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mixed-media-land-and-city-scapes/


Show me what you see

Concertina Landscape

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/


Exploring A Midsummer Night’s
Dream:  Creating  a  Forest
Collage Part Two

Exploring A Midsummer Night’s
Dream:  Creating  a  Forest
Collage Part One

https://www.accessart.org.uk/concertina-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-creating-a-forest-collage-part-one/


Drawing  Source  Material:
Shells & Spirals

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups. 

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

Shells

Use the films below to enable children to explore
drawing shells. Try to create a sense of momentum
– for example you might pause the video 4 times

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-shells/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-shells/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


and ask the pupils to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3
minute and 4 minute drawing at each pause. 

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they  draw  –  use  your  voice  to  attract  their
attention to qualities of the shells.

Try the same exercise using different materials,
ie  handwriting  pen,  ink  and  nib,  pastel,
watercolour…

Charles Dessalines







Anselmus Boëtius de Boodt

Common Triton Horns, Charonia tritonis (1596-1610)
by Anselmus Boëtius de Boodt. Original from the
Rijksmuseum. 

George Shaw



Tritonian murex or Sea trumpet illustration from
The  Naturalist&#039;s  Miscellany  (1789-1813)  by
George Shaw (1751-1813)

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Spirals



This is featured in the ‘Spirals’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/


Drawing Source Material: Food

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups. 

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-food/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

Food

Use the film below to enable children to explore
drawing food. Try to create a sense of momentum –
for example you might pause the video 4 times and
ask the pupils to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3
minute and 4 minute drawing at each pause. 

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they  draw  –  use  your  voice  to  attract  their
attention to qualities of the food.

Try the same exercise using different materials,
ie  handwriting  pen,  ink  and  nib,  pastel,
watercolour…

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Festival Feasts



This is featured in the ‘Festival Feasts’
pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculptural-food/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculptural-food/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculptural-food/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/


Drawing Source Material: Wild
Flowers

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups. 

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if

https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-wild-flowers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-wild-flowers/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

This resource is free to access and is not part of
AccessArt membership.

Wild Flowers

Use this collection of films as source material
for pupils exploring wild flowers. In the first
instance you might want to pause the videos as
suitable  points  to  enable  the  children  to
carefully look at the main forms and details. Try
to create a sense of momentum – for example you
might pause the video 4 times and ask the pupils
to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3 minute and 4
minute drawing at each pause. 

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they  draw  –  use  your  voice  to  attract  their
attention to features of the flowers. 

When pupils are more experienced, you can also try



getting them to make their drawings as the videos
play – making quick gestural sketches. 

Drawing Exercises

Have the children draw in a quiet room, with1.
the video on the whiteboard.

Stop the video at a chosen frame and use your2.
voice to direct their drawing. Choose words
which relate to the imagery, for example you
might  decide  to  focus  their  attention  on
vertical lines, so you might choose words
like: line, growth, upward, downward, fall…
or  you  might  choose  to  attract  their
attention to the energy of a wave or the
curve of a plants stem. Think carefully about
the words you use – they don’t have to be
used in sentences – you can speak lists. 

Each sketchbook response might take just 3 to3.
5 minutes, then move on to another still.
Create a sense of momentum. 

Direct pupils to use a chosen medium. You4.
might  like  to  start  with  soft  pencil  or
handwriting pen. 

This Source Material Features
in…



Pathway: Cloth, thread, paint

This is featured in the ‘Cloth, Thread,
Paint’ pathway

Pathway: Flora and Fauna

This is featured in the ‘Flora and Fauna’
pathway

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/


using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see

Drawing  Source  Material:

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-insects/


Insects

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups. 

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

This resource is free to access and is not part of
AccessArt membership.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-insects/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Insects

Use this collection of films as source material
for  pupils  exploring  insects.  In  the  first
instance you might want to pause the videos as
suitable  points  to  enable  the  children  to
carefully look at the main forms and details. Try
to create a sense of momentum – for example you
might pause the video 4 times and ask the pupils
to make a 1 minute, 2 minute, 3 minute and 4
minute drawing at each pause. 

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they  draw  –  use  your  voice  to  attract  their
attention to features of the insect. 

When pupils are more experienced, you can also try
getting them to make their drawings as the videos
play – making quick gestural sketches. 

Drawing Exercises

Have the children draw in a quiet room, with1.
the video on the whiteboard.

Stop the video at a chosen frame and use your2.
voice to direct their drawing. Choose words
which relate to the imagery, for example you
might  decide  to  focus  their  attention  on
vertical lines, so you might choose words
like: line, growth, upward, downward, fall…
or  you  might  choose  to  attract  their
attention to the energy of a wave or the
curve of an animals back. Think carefully



about the words you use – they don’t have to
be used in sentences – you can speak lists. 

Each sketchbook response might take just 3 to3.
5 minutes, then move on to another still.
Create a sense of momentum. 

Direct pupils to use a chosen medium. You4.
might  like  to  start  with  soft  pencil  or
handwriting pen. 

This Souce Material Is Used
In…
Pathway: Flora and Fauna

This is featured in the ‘Flora and Fauna’
pathway

https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/


using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see

Drawing  Source  Material:

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-birds/


Birds

A collection of imagery and sources which
you can use to prompt drawing in schools
and community groups. 

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

These resources are free to access and are not a
part of AccessArt Membership.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-birds/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Birds

Use this collection of films as source material
for pupils exploring birds. In the first instance
you might want to pause the videos as suitable
points to enable the children to carefully look at
the main forms and details. Try to create a sense
of momentum – for example you might pause the
video 4 times and ask the pupils to make a 1
minute, 2 minute, 3 minute and 4 minute drawing at
each pause. 

Encourage close and slow looking by talking as
they  draw  –  use  your  voice  to  attract  their
attention to features of the bird. 

When pupils are more experienced, you can also try
getting them to make their drawings as the videos
play – making quick gestural sketches. 

You May Also Like…
Pathway: Making Birds



This is featured in the ‘Making Birds’
pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Show me what you see

https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/


Green Thumbs

Home Made Inks

Outdoor Art In Urban Gardens

https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/green-thumbs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/home-made-inks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/outdoor-art-in-urban-gardens/


Connecting  With  Nature
Through Art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/connecting-with-nature-through-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/connecting-with-nature-through-art/

