Talking Points: Charcoal
Drawings by Degas

A collection of 1imagery to explore work
in charcoal by Edgar Degas.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content 1is

appropriate. Many thanks.

*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be
due to your schools firewall or your cookie
selection. Please check with your IT department.*

This resource 1s free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-charcoal-drawings-by-degas/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-charcoal-drawings-by-degas/
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Charcoal Drawings by Edgar Degas



Seated Dancer, 1873-74
Edgar Degas. Charcoal, Graphite and Chalk on Pink
Paper




Violinist, Study for “The Dance Lesson” ca.
1878-79
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Two Dancers ca. 1879 Edgar Degas. Charcoal and
Chalk on Green Paper

Questions to Ask Children

Can you describe one of the artworks above? What
kinds of words would you use to describe the
drawing to a person who couldn’t see it?

Degas often used coloured paper for his drawings.
Why do you think he did this? What does it add to
the drawings?

Degas often used two materials such as charcoal
and chalk, or charcoal and graphite. Why do you
think he did this? What does adding two or more
drawing materials add to the drawing?

In some of Degas’ drawings you can see a faint
grid. Why do you think Degas used a grid?

Look at “Two Dancers” and this time look at the
areas of the page where there is “no” drawing. How
are these areas of the drawing as important as the
areas with marks on?

You May Also Like..

Pathway: Gestural Drawing with charcoal



This is featured in the ‘Gestural Drawing
with Charcoal’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Find out how pupils can respond to
artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see


https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
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Enable close looking and drawing with
this exercise


https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/

